TO: All Members of the Council of The John Birch Society 

FROM: Marian Probe rt Welch ' 

I- • 

Date; July 23, 1985 * ■ • ,% 

- . I » 

Because I do not see eye-to-eye with the Management of The 
John Birch Society i I am giving up all responsibilities, in^ 
eluding writing, at these offices, and have resigned as an 
editor of our publications, * 

I shall continue to abide by the long range program as outlined 
by my husband, Robert Welch • With the full knowledge of my 
enduring obligation to that program, I shall work full time 
for the principles as outlined in the Blue Book which I 
helped to put togetlier more than two decades ago. 



It bas become epp&rent to me that the presect program of The 
John Birch Society has departed from Its bEelc principles. And, although I 
shall continue my Membership in the Society* I can no longer support 
its present progrsm* 

My concern ts constantly increased because of the continuing tel- 
ephone calls and letters I am receiving » some from long-time and 
staunch ir embers^ many cf whom I knov personally, and others with whom 
1 h£-ve had no acquaintance. The messagee from a J 1 of them is the saiDe: 
they are disturbed about what they see is happer.ing; to the pro- 
gram of the Society end they ask me tc do fomethJng about it. A good many 
of theee members have already transferred their allegiance to other organ- 
izations which hav6 come into ejcisterce because of the inspiration given 
to thtm by The John Birch Society. These members say they still write 
letters to Congressmen and others who shculd hsve them but they attend the 
meetings of these newer organizations which they find offer more dynamic 
Inspirstien. 






MO 



Robert Moti 

Arnjud df Biirchgrji'f 

John Rtr§ 




Mid-Atlanlic Research Associates, Inc. 



July 10, 1985 



I 



Following weeks of rumor, I learned today that Scott 
Stanley and Lee Clark are leaving The Review of the News. I 
already understood that American Opinion no longer was to be 
published, and that TROTN would be redesigned as to format 
and content, in view of the large, loyal following that AO 
and TROTN have built in the Society, I find it most unfor- 
tunate , indeed reprehensible, that news of their demise and 
of these major staff changes were not mentioned in the July 
issue of the JBS Bulletin * 

Three weeks ago I spoke with Cliff Barker about these 
matters. It was a friendly discussion; he proposed a meeting 
to discuss the future of the publications. I very readily 
agreed, offering to meet him at Belmont, as it always has 
been my belief that without constructive change there is no 
improvement, and, over the years Scott and I had discussed a 
variety of ways to boost circulation* Mainly, let it be 
said, by improved business methods and some innovative 
features, such as efficient record keeping! (Aspects of the 
magazine that had never been under Scott's control-} 

I have heard nothing further from Cliff. 

At this time there are some facts that are generally not 
known of which you should be aware. 

Throughout my association with you all, and for the 
1 cause that we believe in, I always refused speakers fees and 
■ my attendance at Council meetings has been at my own 
I expense. Before Larry McDonald's death , my Information 

Di gest and MARA partially subsidized TROTN ' s ac t i v i t i es in 
' Washington. Since the shoot-down of KAL 007, MARA has 

assumed all of these expenses. They include office space. 
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eecretarial and reporting help to cover press conferences 
and briefings, the legal cost involved in keeping TROTN out 
of litigation, WATTS lines and telephone charges, travel, 
subscriptions, and all the incidental expenses involved in 
running a news bureau. As some of you know, our phones have 
been staffed 12^hour5 a day with readers, staff. Birch Research 
and others calling for information, (Often our information, 
with my full agreement, has been used as a money-generating 
item by Birch Research.) 

\ 

My accountants estimate these contributions to be some 
$3,930 a month - in round figures ? j}8, OOP a year. We made 
this contribution in the belief thaV"XQ^n3" TROTN were 
effective in the mission conceived by Robert Welch, ably 
implemented by Scott Stanley and his staff - 

During the past ten years I have been well-placed to 
learn the impact of our magazines. It has been awesome and 
enormous • The magazines have been responsible for many 
major conservative victories. More important, perhaps, the 
magazines were able to stop a number of betrayals, to expose 
and thwart some "insiders" machinations, and to provide 
invaluable aminunition to conservatives - the old right, the 
new right and the neo-conservati ves . 

The values and ideas of Mr, Welch that were scoffed at 
in the '50s and 60s found general acceptance in the 70s and 
80s, This was due first, because of the soundness of Mr. 
Welch's thinking, and secondly, because Scott Stanley and 
his Belmont team put out first rate publications that pro- 
voked thought first, then action. Seeds were planted and 
nurtured, the first fruits of the harvest were gathered but 
now that it is time to gather. in the crop, the harvesting 
machinery has been dismantled. 

Only fools, knaves or our enemies would allow this to 
happen - and i, for may part, will not associate with those 
who are betraying what Robert Welch sought to achieve with 
his publications. 

The selection of John McManus, as "interim editor,** by 
Cliff Barker is tragic. Jack is 'not a professional jour- 
nalist, he has no magazine or news gathering experience. 
His bizarre comments in the past were contrary to those 
expressed by Mr, Welch; and his rigid intolerance towards 
those whose religious views differ from his, are offensive to 
Protestants, Jews and mainstream Catholics, 
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Like you 1 would like to sec TROTM, or its successor 
flourish; but without an editor of Scott Stanley's calibre^ 
this will not happen. Scott is widely respected, not only 
in the entire conservative movementi but in the journalistic 
community. He exercised sound judgement in the two decades 
that he worked with Mr* Welch, and gave of himself, unstin- 
tingly to the periodicals and the Society. Who has not 
heard Scott speak and listened to the applause? Who, but 
mean-spirited creatures motivated by envy, hatred or malice 
would want to remove him from his friends and readers? His 

most critical time is unbelievable, 
Scott's credibility, while some who 
claim to be) are not only shop- 
failures. In this world you get 



summary removal , at this 
No replacement will have 
are being approached (or 
soiled, but sadly flawed 
what you deserve 1 



^ As of July 15, I will publicly disassociate myself from 

TROTN . Any statements that I make will be related to the 
wisdom of Mr. Welch and how he, Scott Stanley and his staff 
made AO and TROTN the flagship periodicals for America's 
intelTigent conservatives* Obviously, I will, having 
received their permissions, add by name, others associated 
for many years with the magazines who share my views and do 
not wish to participate in the Barker-created folly. 

Please do not think that this letter reflects on you or 
the leadership that you have exercised in the past. Conditions 
change, but we must remain loyal to tbe philosophy of Robert 
Welch and the man, Scott Stanley, who worked with him on the 
magazines • Over the years we have enjoyed the battle 
together; and if I, or my organization can be of assistance to 
you in the future - just pick- up the phone. 

Louise joins me in sending our very best wishes to you 
and yours. 



Sincerely! 



JRipc ' " 

cci A, Clifford Barker 
Thomas N. Hill 




Johntf Rees 



July L6, 1485 



To All Members of The COUNCll, 

Subjecc: John Rccs' lot tor ol July 10, 1^35, regarding change? In 
The John Btrch "Society ' s magnKLnc publishing operas tons* ^. 

GenClemen: 

By now you probably have received John Rees' vituperative letter 
dated July 10, 1985, directed to members of the COUNCIL and others. 

John's letter wns par^Lcutarly shocking In contrast to the smooth 
professionalism which has Chirac teri zed his writing In the past* And 
the contents of his letter were dovibly cnnioumltng in light of tele- 
phone conversations between us just twv or three weeks ago. 

As you know, the decisions wh i ch arc being implemented this sum- 
mcr have not been taken light: Ly and wore in fact considered extensively 
at several meetings of the Executive Committee and at the June 15 
meating of the COUNCIL in Lake wood, Colorado, 

Immediately after the Lakewood meeting, we held lengthy meetings 
with Marian Welch, Scotc Stanley » members oi the editorial staff, and 
oil members the Belmont tiUiff uf The Juhn Birch Society* Chuck 
Armour then presented our dccii^ions lo ir.ombers of our San Marino staff » 
and the field staff was notified by mail. Except for the editorial 
group Immediately aroutrd SLi>CL Stanley* our explanations were greeted 
with cooperation, understanding, and a desire to do everything possible 
to make the new magazi ne a success • 

On June 27 I met with Scott Stanlc> lo discuss the matter of his 
continued employment* This nuetlng was tho direct result of an earlier 
discussion on May 13 In which Scott had raised the. possibility of his 
resigning* At that time we both agreed Co consider the matter and Co 
meet again on June 27, after the close of the July-August Issue of 
American Opinion ,to resolve thi- question, At nur June 27 meeting 
Scott verbally resiiincd and later that day tendered n brief written 
resignation, ' 

About this time I received several calls from John Rees who was 
congratulatory and highly cnihus i as t i c alsout our plans to combine the 
best of Amer 1 can Opinion and Th e ke vi e w ^U" The News into a single 
weekly magazine- Jcjbn ' s su^gOslions Unrin^ these phone calls were 
helpful and const rue L i ve . 1 suurcHtcMl to him that we talk further 
in the coming weeks in order Co make unod use of his knowledge* These 
rather pleasant cc^nversa t itms made his letter of July 10, 1985 > all 
the more surprising* 



To All Members of The COUNCH- 



In retrospect, It appears that John Hecs* very Cooperative at- 
titude during our phone conversations and his good aluggostlons regarding 
the new magazine were aimed at convincing me <fhat hcjshould b6 Its edi- 
tor. If John did Indeed have his sij^hts set on botnu'.the Editor of 
our new magazine perhaps the vilriolic lone oC his July ip. letter Is 
more understandable. 

I am particularly disturbed by the insulting remarks contalne<^ * 
In John Rees* letter regarding Jack McMantis. Soon a>fter Scott's resig- 
nation I met at length with Bill Hoar, Jim Craves, and Jim Drummey, 
key members of the existing odicorial staff- tach of them was offered 
the position of Interim editor with a clear shot at becoming managing 
editor of the new magazine. Eacli turned the offer down. Jim Drummey 's 
refusal was particularly thmighttul and well reasoned. Ho produces 
0bout fourteen pages of copy lor euch issue of The Review Of The Hews 
and, quite properly, felt that his becoming interim editor oE TROTN 
during the few remaining months of Its existence would be far less pro- 
ductive than for him to continue to produce his large Input to the 
pagazlne. The position of Interim editor was then offered to Jnck 
McManus who accepted at my urging. Ic is the height of nonsense to 
claim that Jack McManus "is no: a professional Journalist." His ex- 
perience and maturity are well known to John Ree.&. and the Quality of 
the issues of The Review Of T he Ne ws which will reach you during the 
next few months' wi 1 1 bear this out Tn spades. It Is certainly true 
that Jack McManus has strong;! y held religious views. Is that bad? 
His strongly held religious views aervc him well as the basis of his 
standards of morality and integrity as a journalist which If for one» 
value greatly. 

Final lyt the Kccs letter contains a clear implication that the 
values of Robert Welch. Scott Stanley » and John Rocs arc now arrayed 
against a force made up of "tools, knaves and our enemies.'* I wish 
Mrt Welch were alive to comront on that! 

In short » the letter fron John Recs reveals a great deal more 
about Its writer than it docs about its subject matter. 

We now have the team, the talent ancJ the dedication to put out 
a magazine that will meet the vital need for a national periodical 
of reach, influence and appeal. On..- that truly fulfills the objectives 
envisioned by Robert Welch as a vital part of our total crusade. 
With your continued support, we can now get on with it! ' ^, . 

S inc^e 1 y , « 
A. "CI l/ford Kiirkcr 

Ch;i I rm.in ♦ 



ACBrwm 




July 1 ^ 19r!> 



Belmont, Mas$achusetH 02178 



Mr. A. Clifford Barker 
Chai rrnan 

The John Birch Society 

39 & Concord Avenue 

Belmont » Kassachusett s 02]7B 

Dear Mr. Barker: 

As you know, I have been employed by The John 
Birch Society and its magasiines for twenty years. 
Having made it perfectly clear that you have no in- 
tention of promoting women to top management posi- 
tions > and having asked for my resignation during 
our meeting today on grounds, you said, of my long 
professional association with the only editor the 
magazines have had since 1961, you will no doubt 
be plcaFved to receive thjF letter as my formal 
resignation, to be effective July 12^ 198 5, 



Sincerely , 



Elise W. Cl^rk 
Production Editor 



# 



■m 
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Hr. Gary Allen 
2812 Tigertail Drive 
Roesmoor, California 9p720 



August 19, 1985 



Pear Fellow Bircher: 

This month would have marked my 20th anniversary as a writer 
for American Cpinlon > During this tir.e I have written ever 200 
articles for the magazine- The total word count is over two 
million • I never intended to be a journalist, I became one 
because I was mad as Hell about what was going on in the world. 
That is why I becanie first a Bircher and then, by circumstances, 
a journalist, 

Hy writings have been well-received by Birchers because they 
knew I was telling the truth and not mincing any words. Well* 
It's time to tell some more truths. Unfortunately, this is the 
jaost unpalatable truth I have ever had to tell. But the fact is 
that our vehicle to preserve and regain our freedom and liberties 
has been stolen from us. And, it was an inside job. I am going 
to tell you things that you don't want to hear; things that will 
break your heart. But, we can't hide from the truth. If we do, 
we are simply engaging in the same kind of fantasies as your 
typical slumbering citizen. 

You know by now that_AO has been ash-canned, Robert Welch 
must be spinning in his grave. He created AO as the idealogical 
base and transmission belt for our movement, AO and TROTN are 
theoretically to be replaced by a hybrid whose name^ The New 

A merican , is also used by the Social Democrats for - their 

newspaper I An idealogical journal and a newsmagazine don*t mix 
very well , but that is not the point. The official line is that 
the magazines had low circulation and were losing money. This 
conveniently ignores the fact that Scott Stanley only produced 
the magazines. He was denied any voice in piomoticn although he 
certainly craved to see his creations get the promotion and cir- 
culation they deserved. He was promised repeatedly that 
marketing, subscription renewal policies and the like would be 
Improved. These promises were never honored. 

Before we go any further let*s get something straight. Tne 
official party line from Belmont will be that 1 wrote this letter 
because I am angry about Scott being fired. Guilty, but with an 
explanation. Yes, Scott Stanley is the closest friend I have on 
this earth. I couldn*t love him more if we were genetic 
brothers. 




'The only people to whom I feel more loyalty are my family 
members. The survival of freedom and liberty for ray children 
cpmee first. That Is why this letter had to be written. 

You have been told that Scott '"resigned,'* That is about 10% 
truth and 90% falsehood. Scott was, for all intents and pur- 
poses, fireo. This is what really happened: Barker told Scott 
that he had to desist from making speeches to raise money for 
Kathy McDonald's court defense against the vicious ACLU; that 
doing so was "competition" with the Society. (Barker has said, 
"What has Kathy McDonald done for the Society lately?") Scott 
told him that his cojisci ence would not allow him to throw Larry's 
widow and babies to the wolves. Barker replied that if this wcs 
Scott's attitude, he should resign. The Barker Gang obviously 
saw Scott with all his creat i vi ty as a threat to their reign. 
They wanted him out, gone- So they created circumstances under 
which no man of honor could stay on. That is the real story of 
how Scott "resigned," 

There was never a thank you for 25 years of sweat, blood and 
total dedication. Not a single friend of Scott's (outside his 
staff and writers) even called to express their appreciation. 
Unbelievable! Barker then fired Lee Clark, Scott's brilliant 
associate editor of nearly 20 years. 

Scott's loyal staff has left virtually en masse . Gone are 
associate editors Bill Hoar, Jim Graves and editorial assistant 
Julie Harding. Gone are key writers John ReeSf Alan Stang, Sue 
Hue!*;, Med ford Evans and Gary Allen, 

The new editor of The Revi ew Of The News is Jack McManus. 
Jack is fairly glib orally, but he is no journalist . His 
assistant has done most of the writing for The Birch Log. There 
1b a big difference between turning out a single-sheet commentary 
and putting out a weekly newsmagazine. 

Part of the knock on Scott was that he used the same tired 
old authors. Another knock was that TROTN was "new right" and 
didn't deal with the conspiracy. Now the Belmont position is 
that there are lots of hungry writers around V?ashington who will 
be glad to write for the new magazine. But what do they know 
about conspiracy? , ♦ 

Khat is the Barker Gang going to do if subscribers ask for 
their money back or advertisers cancel their advertising? I'll 
guarantee you that there arc no reserves for this contingency, 
And they owe the printer ?275,000, What if the printer refuses 
to keep printing the McManus Review? 



the Society- John Rees contends that if this were true^ he would 
be more subtle about it. 

Wtiat can be done about ^Barker "The Destroyer?*" I don't know. 

I don't know if anything can be done- That is up to YOU. I only 

know "that, as Burke observed, all that is necessary for evil to 
triumph ie for good men to do nothing, 

• ' . ■ 

Sincerely. 



Gary /illen 

GAijh 



The only thing crueller than the way Scott was treated was 
the absolutely despicable way Mrs. Welch was treated- The Barker 
Ganges line on this one is that Mrs* Welch retired bacause of 
age. Another lie. She was rudely treated and was shoved out. 
Can you believe that? Call her and ask her about it- You also 
know what a wonderful, classy woman she is. But, even if she 
Weren*t, just the fact that she is Robert Welch's widow entitles 
her tq be treated with the utmost respect and courtesy. 

About the lowest, most vulgar stunt I * ve ever heard of was 
when Jack McManus slithered into Mrs. Welches office just two 
days after Mr. Welch's death to gloat to her that her husband had 
converted to Feeneyite Catholicism on his deathbed, after having 
taken instructions in the faith. This is a damnable lie. During 
the last months of his life he didn't even recognize his wife 
most of the time* He couldn't take instructions in anything. 
You may think this stunt is beneath contempt, but I have a lot of 
contempt for it. 

The Feeneyites believe the Pope^ whom the KGB tried to 
cubiictt^slnci Itr I is a Communist and that ail non^Fcienuy i Le^ are yomg 
to Hell, Outside of Tom Hill and Barker, this cult virtually 
runs Belmont. If the general membership ever found out about 
Feeneyite control of the Belmont bureaucracy, there would be 
revolt in the ranks, Newsweek might find that an interesting 
etory. 

Incidentally, Mr. Welch paid for the upkeep and maintenance 
of his home with royalties from Th e Blue Book and The P olitician . 
Barker has told Mrs* Welch that this policy has been cancelled, - — 
Robert Welch put every cent he had into the fight. There is no 
estate to speak of other than the house . Mrs.^ Welch, after 
everything else she has suffered, has been forced to put that 
house up for sale* 

Who is A, Clifford Barker, anyway? Nobody knows this guy. 
Barker became the head of the Society not because he was chosen, 
but because he volunteered. The Belmont line is that he took 
over the Society at great personal sacrifice. Well, he did have 
to give up his welfare check. You see, he had filed bankruptcy. 
His board of directors threw him out after his company had gone 
broV;e doing government defense contracts • I thought that was 
imix:)S3ible, It was after the bankruptcy that Spcrry-Rand stepped 
In and took over the debacle. That is the true story behind 
Barker's great sacrifice, despite the baloney being peddled from 
Belmont. Wait *til the media pick up this story. The truth is 
that Darker is a consummate liar. What are his motivations? I 
don't know. Some think he was sent in to deliberately destroy 



GARY ALLEN 

ROSSMOOR. CALIF, 90720 (213) 4:^0-22^2 



Dear Bircher: 

LetVs look at the record of A. Clifford Barker t alias Cliff 
Wrecker, after two years as head of the John Birch Society. 

1, He wiped out the most talented editorial magazine 
staff in the country. Scott Stanley, Lee Clark Graves, Bill Hoar, 
and James Graves were forced out. A group of writers, which had 
I taken twenty years to assemble, including myself, Alan Stang, 
'John Rees, Marion Welch, Bill Guidry, Stephen Cole, Dr» Medford 
Evans, and Dr. Susan Huck, were all alienated. 

In the place of American Opinion and Revie w of the News , 
Barker launched The New ^yrieri can. The rationale for^The asH^ 
canning of the older magazines was that they were losing money. 
Actually, this was a case of "figures don't lie, liars 
figure"! Because the field staff was selling ads in the magazines, 
their expenses were being charged off against the magazines. In 
reality J the magazines were not a financial drain; they were the 
Society s Number One revenue producers. This was the fact despite 
the case that there was virtually no promotion to stimulate cir- 
culation. 

The new magazine abandoned the Welch dictum of "If you 
want it straight ..." and substituted a watered-down message 
that generally de-emphasized the existence of the Conspiracy. 
There s nothing inherently wrong with that approach. Scott 
Stanley is now doing the same thing with the Conservative Digest 
and is building a broad base. The difference is that Conseryative 
Digest is doing it well, R^li^rt^Welch would be whir 1 ing hL? . 
grave if he knew that his American Opinion , in which" He had 
^e^T^pride, had been turned into something that looked like it 
had been clobbered together by a high school journalism class. 
While the magazine has improved considerably since the early issues, 
the whole situation remains a disaster. 

First of all, the money taken in for lifetime subscriptions 
has been spent and is gone with the wind. No money was set aside 
as a fulfillment reserve. The money raised from selling long- 
term advertising has also been spent. The assets are gone and all 
that remains are the liabilities. Now, the bulk of subscriptions 
which became renewable in April, and June, represented the 

future survival of the magazine. The results of Wrecker's re- 
newal campaign have been described as an unmlttlgated disaster. 
Right in the middle of the renewal campaign, the magazine was 
changed to a fortnightly with no adjustment in price. People who 
had subscriptions to Review of the News or American Opinion at $15 
a year (complete with a book^onus) were being asked to renew 
at $39 a year (with no bonus). Wrecker is truly a marketing marvel. 



Editor Jeffrey St. John, who did not join the Society 
until his appointment as editor, admittedly does not believe in 
the existence of the Conspiracy. (How would you like to run that 
one passed Robert Welch?) St John, who receives $62,000 a year^ 
is an absentee editor who stays at his home in rural Virginia. 
He is openly letting people know that he is looking for another 
ob* Now, Managing Editor Jack McManus has been made a scapegoat 
or the unmittigated disaster of the renewal campaign. He has 
been fired as Managing Editor, along with his assistant, Bill 
Fall. The new editor of the magazine will be ^Gary Benoit, des- 
cribed by those who have worked with him as dedicated and a hard 
worker, out a total fish out of water when It comes to the monu- 
mental job of creating a magazine . It's like asking a business- 
man to perform brain surgery. Editing a magazine is a task for 
which you have to be trained* 

2. During the reign of Wrecker, Bunker Hunt, Bill Cles, 
Kenny Volk, and Dr# Tom Parker have all resigned from the Council. 
They ve all given a no vote on the calllbre of Barker's leadership, 

3. The first to leave the staff after Wrecker took 
charge was the brilliant at tomey p ^JSary Handy. Handy had served 

as Robert Welches personal assistant for fourteen years. Privately ^ 
Handy reveals that after only two months he could no longer take 
Barker's arrogance. Barker, he says, will not listen or take 
advice from anybody, and is impossible to work with. Handy moved 
his family to San Diego and started a highly successful law practice. 
Also involved In the exodus from Belmont was Alan Davidson, who ran 
the book shipping department, and his wife Joyce ^ who worked In 
the accounting department. Next to go was head of accounting 
Charlie Humphries and his wife Sally, who headed the American 
Opinion bookstores. In San Marino, Joe Mehrten, head of the 
Speakers Bureau and the Ad Hoc Committees, was squeezed out. Now, we 
have the departure of McManus, of Fall, and President Tom Hill, who 
had worked for the Society for twenty-five years. Hill's de- 
parture was not even mentioned in the Bulletin when he "retired"; the 
fifty-year-old Hill is reported to have retired for health reasons. 
He was probably sick and tired at what he saw going on under 
Wrecker. We suspicion that he didn't want to be on the Titanic 
when it went down, or be blamed as the Herbert Hoover of the 
Birch Depression* 

Who is next? Who is left? We'll bet Chuck Armour is very, 
very nervous these days . It looks as if Wrecker is systematically 
wiping out anyone who has any institutional memory of the way 
Robert Welch ran the John Birch Society. 

Management is now a two-man show- -Wrecker and Charlie 
Everett* Everett has great poise and personality (that is 
pronounced "poison personality"). He has been characterized by 
Joe Mehrten as the Director of Malignmcnt. Everett Is a first- 
class hater and fanatic. He does not discriminate; he loathes 
everybody* And virtually everybody that knows him returns the 
favor* One could hardly pick a more devastating disaster to run 
a field organization. In another time and another place, Everett 
would have no trouble being a Nazi or a Communist. 

4. The treatment of Mrs* Robert Welch by Wrecker can only be 



described as despicable. Not only was the beloved wife of our 
founder harassed from her jobg she has been the target of malicious 
lies spread that she is senile and that she had constant dis- 
agreements with her husband, Mrs* Welch is one of the most 
magnificent women in the history of our country. She helped her 
husband write the Blue Book and was his helpmate and confidante 
throughout his life. Because of the malicious prevarications 
that Wrecker and Everett are spreading about MrS| Welch^ they 
ought to be horse-whipped. Even if she were not the magnificent 
lady that she is, she deserves revered treatment as the widow of 
our founder. Because of the way in which he has treated Mrs* 
Welch, you may get the Impression that if Wrecker were on fire I 
wouldn't spit on him. That's not true, 

5, The treatment of Cathy McDonald has been no better 
than that of Mrs. Welch* Th^^%^,T:.U, is suing Cathy McDonald, 
trying to leave our martyred leader's wife and her small children 
in poverty, Scott Stanley was given a wri tten ultimatum from 
Wrecker saying that if he helped raise money for Cathy's defense, 
he should resign as editor of American Opinion and Review pf_ the Hews , 
Being a man of the highest integrity and honor, Scott resigned. " 
For displaying this kind of character, Scott today is maligned by 
the staff and it is claimed that he is conspiring to destroy the 
John Birch Society, The truth is exactly the opposite. We have 
begged Scott to release his ultimatum letter from Wrecker, but 
Scott has so far refused to do so because he does not want to hurt 
the Society, Although his concern is certainly for the membership, 
not the current "leadership," 

6* The Birch Society is now out of the publishing and 
book-selling business. The Belmont warehouse has been closed 
and the remaining inventory turned over to a fulfillment house. 
In typical Wrecker Orwellian tactics, this is presented to the 
membership as another step forward* Can you Imagine the Society 
being out of the publishing and book distribution business? Again, 
Robert Welch would be spinning like a top in his grave, 

7, The field staff of the Society was imploding. For 
example, on Easter Sunday five coordinators in the Southeast 
were fired in what has come to be refered to as the Easter 
Morning Massacre* What a wonderful Easter present! "Hello* 
Happy Easter! You're fired!" They couldn't wait one more day* 
It almost seems as if when they let a coordinator go, they do it 
in the most brutal and callous way possible* The coordinator is 
notified that "for the good of the Society and the Americanist 
Movement, you're job is terminated*" There are no gold watches 
or testimonial dinners* Remember, these coordinators gave up 
other careers and made financial sacrifices to take the job as 
coordinator* This is real dedication. Then, to be terminated in 
such a cruel manner is unconscienable , This is not an isolated 
instance. Ask any former coordinator that you know. 

Wrecker is following the Potemkin strategy, mixed with a 
few touches of Orwell, Potemkin, you may recall > was the Tsar's 
minister who tried to convince the Tsar that everything was 
wonderful in Russia before the revolution. Potemkin created 
towns which were nothing more than false-front Hollywood movie 
sets, gave the local peasants new clothea and paid them to cheer 



and wave at the Tsar as he was paraded around the country by train. 
The Tsar was thereby led to believe that everything was just 
great. 

And, of course, the membership of the John Birch Society 
wants to believe that this is true. We don't blame them* People 
who have put years of blood, sweat, tears, and treasure into a 
movement do not want to face up to the truth that it is being 
destroyed from the inside. The staff wants to believe because it 
Is their job. They pass on the Belmont line to the members. Anyone 
who tells the trutn about what Is really going on is denounced as a 
destroyer. It is a classic case of "shoot the messenger'' because 
you don*t like the message. We're sorry, but the truth is the 
truth, and with Wrecker m charge never the twain shall meet. 

Sad as it is that we need to tell you these facts, it 
would be a tragedy if we could not save the Society even at this 
late date. What can be done? Birchers must immediately begin 
writing and telephoning Belmont, urging that Barker resign in 
the best interests of the Society. What is needed is a distinguished 
national leader of proven character and administrative ability. I am 
told that Governor Meldrim Thomson will be a speaker at the June 
Council Meeting. Although I have not consulted with him, I 
believe he has the standing and the leadership capacity to do 
the job at which A. Clifford Barker has failed. 

.V;-;... Regards, 

Gary Allenj 




P.S. GET BARKER out! 



December U', 1985 




^'(3fARY ALLEN ■ ■ 

^''i V.' 2812T1GERTAIL DR. 
'^^ RO^MOOa, CALIF, 90720 

H -■■ • * v--^>>-v 

2370 Inglewood Dr, 
McKeesport, fA. 15131 

■ - -^r^-X^-' ' ■ ' 

'pear fir, t*rcivan! . ■ '^ ^c^ 

. - •" ' ■ ■ '-, , 

want to congratulate you on your courageous stands and. willing 
'fiess to tell, the truth no matter whom it offends, Want to^^^ ' 
^: '^ive you mv -yiews on three very Important JBS bur«[^drata* 'Tom 
Hill, Chuck Armour, and Charlie Everett, 

-v.'jtirry McDo 
the Socie 




(21 all 430-228^: 





■,. ^ 



» when he was preparing to take ovtpr '^he reins of, 
_ talked to nearly one hundred former Coordinators 0- 
I'^'and Major Cddrdinators. He found their stories Incredibly re-'':'-' * 
petitious,; Every creative idea which would help build the 
Birch Society and/or damage the Conspiracy died on Tom Hill's 
desk, Lajjiy-s, conclusion, as Kathy McDonald will Verify* was . , 
that Toj5^ Hill was a^plant. There has been a great '4eal of debit te 
J6,S to whethsr'Tora Hill is a plant— or a vegetable. C; Actually, - 
'it makes little difference. The bottom line is that Tom Hill 
^^tifles creiCly^ty and activity regardless of %»faat]^is motives- - 
; may be.. ■ - -'"^^^ ' 

, j^Jbert Welch' i Abhllies heel was tiiat he surrounded^hltoself with' 
V Vjycophants who would not openly challenge his authority. Hill., -*. 
;Understood this tendency, and by withholding Information and col of" 
tng the facts, managed to play Mr, Welch like a Stradivarius, Mr?;, 
VWe^ch says that the one major disagreement she ever; had with her^:; , 
:. ht^l?ind was over Tom Hill, I once said to former Coordinator Bt^l., 
Mutxay that I thought Hill's true calling would be as a bureaucrat 
iti;, the Social Security Administration. Murray disagreed. He said 
I- pver-rated Hill. Tom Hill, he said, should be taking quarters , 
aji^a toll bridge. Hill has no leadership capacity^; ' He could ; ; 
■ .h'ot inspire thirsty sailors just home from ninety days.- At sea to 
' 'go into a bar. 





it^V While Larry McDonald concluded Hill was a plant , I'^H^ve always ^ 

" h^ld to the vegetable thesis. Hill is an Introvert irho was madev 
}::.*;^>n essence, the national sales manager of a nationwide organlza- 
ir-v'^/tibn. For this job he was truly a mackeral out of water. In 
"^iJ^i lSSi and 1964| trie Society had many creative and aggressive Co- 

. erdinators apd members. Rather than provide training and leader^ 
,r ship to keep th^se people out of troublfti all problems wound up . 
;^;;^70n Tom Hill^s desk. Naturally p human beings try to avoid pain* 
*'^'.\Hill soort di|covered, perhaps subconscious ly^ tnat by telling 
^' people to dp little more than read« write letters, and pass out:^;*^, 
literature, the number of problems arriving at hts d^uk freatXy ' 
diminished i The result, however, was to smother growth, activity, 
and morale :ln. the Society. 




'chuck Armour is the Western States Governor of the JBS* He is a 
^ very articulate spokesman for the positions of the Society. 
Chuck was an outstanding Coordinator and I-lajor Coordinator. He 
was fnade District Governor in the wake of Rex Westerf ield having 
turned San Marino into chaos. Westerf ield, a compulsive intriguer, 
went to Belmont, where he wound up stealing the membership list 
tiy and going back to Texas to start a political campaign management 
firm. In the beginning, Armour made heroic attempts to get the 
show back on the road. He was thwarted at every turn by Tom Hill, 
Armour found out that his job was all title and no authority. He 
had only two choices: become subservient to Tom Hill or get out. 
Feeling he had no other place to go to earn a living, Chuck chose 
the former* 

This job has destroyed a once-great man. He has become a total 
lackey of the Over The Hill Gang. Chuck has licked Belmont's 
boots for so long now that it would take him a year to scrub all 
the shoe polish off his tongue. He has degenerated into a 
flagrant liar to protect his job. Armour is on a financial tread- 
mill and can't get off. His charming-but-neurotic wife keeps 
him in perpetual debt. And the Birch Society has no retirement 
program. 

Charlie Everett, now the Society's National Director of Field 
Activities, is simply a dedicated fanatic. He is a prototype of 
the stereotype that Liberals" have of conservative activists. 
Charlie is a hater. In another day and in another place Charlie 
would have been a Communist or a Nazi. Much of his hatred is 
aimed at other conservatives. Everett believes that the Birch 
Society should have a total monopoly on the conservative movement. 
To him, all other conservative leaders and organizations are crooks 
who drain away funds which should go to the Birch Society. As 
you say in your letter* this is the opposite of the way Robert 
Welch felt. He advocated alliances with our friends, not vicious 
battles . 



You may have noticed that Larry McDonald is damned with faint 
praise by these three individuals. Armour even tells people 
that Larry McDonald would have destroyed the John Birch Society, 
This is because Hill, Armour * and Everett knew they were targeted 
for replacement by Larry. 

I hope this information will help you and others to clarify the 
situation in Belmont. 



Wi^vGreat Regards, 
Gary ALlen 



GARY ALLEN 



P.O, Box 2686 
St^\ Bt^cK Caljf. 90740 



(213) 430-2282 



Dear Friend, 

I believe that future generations of American students will study Adams # 
Jefferson, and Madison as the Founding Fathers of our country and Robert Welch 
and Alfred Aaronson as its Saving Fathers, 

Please read the enclosures carefully. 

I think the plan is absolutely brilliant and could literally save our 
-■country* Although just in the nascent and conceptual stage# Mrs* Welch, Scott 
4 Stanley, Alan Stang, Joe Mehrten, and Gary Handy agree and are co-operating 
^ ; with the launching of the AMERICAN FREEDOM MOVEHENTto pursue this program. 

Mr* Aaronson and I will turn his material into "Blue Book II with a book en- 
titled Say No To The hJew World Order to serve as a manifesto for the movement. 

Several years ago. Jack Harper, a JBS co-ordinator in Michigan, put to- 
gether a presentation based on the theme, "Stop the New World Order." He put 
up one billboard and in one month recruited a chapter of 47 new Birchersl He 
had found the magic formula for recruiting* From ground zero to Americanist 
in one evening 1 For 25 years, co-ordinator s, section leaders, and chapter leaders 
have engaged in the arduous task of educating potential members to the point 
where they were willing to sign on the dotted line. It's like pulling teethi 
a tough sale--a3 you well know. Harper found the magic button--an incredible 
breakthrough that worked. You would assume that they would be dancing on 
their desks in Belmont. Fantastic! Here we goi Wrong, Tom Hill ordered 
the program killed instantly. The JBS, he said, does not deal in slogans* 
Harper was told he would be fired if he did not cease and desist immediately. 

Mrs. Welch tells me that she is sure that Tom Hill withheld Mr, Aaronson 's 
information and communications from her husband. I will not speculate here on 
what Hill's motives might have been. Draw your own conclusions. Jack Harper 
is now selling ice machines, 
j Thursday, January 23rd, Al Aaronson gave his presentation, on which our 

1% , book is to be based, to Howard Phillips. Howard later told me on the 'phone; 
"This can be the biggest-selling book in the history of the right wing. It 
can be bigger than Goldwater's Conscience of a Conservative , St ormer' s None 
Dare Call It Treason , and your None Dare Call It Conspiracy !*' 

Putting together a new organization to implement this program, and to con- 
tinue Mr. Welch's educational efforts, is a monumental task. But, as the old 
Chinese proverb, goes, "A Journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step." 
We need your help with that first step* 

We need financial assistance, advice, and introduction to key people and 
potential co-operating groups; and your prayers. We promise to squeeze every 
nickel until the buffalo screams for mercy. No frills, no overhead, no lunches 
or dinners, no expense accounts, no traveling. But, we do need money far 
printing, mailing, phone, and secretarial help. 

Please contact me by 'phone (213-430-2282) or by mail. 

Make your contributions payable to: AMERICAN FREEDOM MOVEMENT, P.O. Box 
2686, Seal Beach, CA 90740. 
Thank you. 



Regards, 




GARY ALLEN 



Dear Fellow Americanist: 



You are doubtlessly wondering why I am attacking the 
John Birch Society, an organisation I joined in 1964 and 
for whose magazine I wrote something like 220 articles. 
Is It a misunderstanding, ego, jea lousy , ambition , or am 
just a plain troublemaker? 

I plead innocent to all of the above* 

Like Mrs. Welch, Scott Stanley, Gary Handy, Joe Mehrten, 
Alan Davidson, Alan Stang, and a host of others, we believe 
the Birch Society has been taken over at the top, I didn't 
leave the Birch Society; the Birch Society left me* The in- 
dictment Is contained in the forty- one questions enclosed 
in the sheets entitled "Questions for Chairman Barker/* We 
are asking you to raise these questions so that you can get 
the answers and decide for yourself. 

It is true that I am involved in starting a new organi- 
zation, the American Freedom Movement, so that the anti- 
communist cause will have a genuinely anti-conspiratorial, 
grass-roots educational movement around which to rally. 

My Intention is to launch this movement, attract a 
board of directors made up of top-notch business and ideo- 
logical experts, and then have the board select and direct 
a Chief Executive Officer, I will serve on the board of 
directors--which will be a real board of directors, not a 
window-dressing advisory group--but I have no desire to be 
the CEO. My forte is writing books and articles exposing 
the New World Order Conspiracy and that is what I wish to 
continue doing. 

I fervently hope to have your understanding and support 
in this gigantic undertaking. 




QUESTIONS FOR CHAIRMAN BARKER 
1, When publication of American Opinion and the Review of 
the News was guillotined, their combined circulation was 
72,000 (24,000 for AO, 48,000 for TROTN)^ According to 
Alan Davidson, who until 2/7/86 was In charge of the Book 
Department In Belmont, the true current print run of the New 
American la 50,000. Will you submit audited circulation 
figures for the magazine? 

2» Is It true that the printer has cut off credit on the 
magazine and will print only on a cash-up- front basis? 

3. Is it true that the editor Jeffrey St* John denied on 
radio station KQV (Pitts burgh) on December 18, 1985 that he 
is a JBS member and then returned approximately one month 
later to claim he had joined? 

4. Is it true Jeffrey St. John ridicules belief In the Con- 
spiracy? 

5. How can JBS have an editor who repudiates Conspiracy? 

6# Is It true that American Airlines has cut off credit be- 
cause of overdue bills and St, John can no longer fly from 
Virginia to Belmont? 

7# Is it true that editor Mark Isaacs quite the New American, 
saying it was "neutralizing*' the members? 

8, The first issues of the New American were 72 pages. Currently 
it is 42 pages. Why? 

9, Is it true that many outside writers for the New American 
have not been paid? 

10. Is that why Bill Guidry's movie reviews no longer 
appear? Is it true he is owed for 8 articles? 

11. Is it true that American Opinion and Review of the News 
were theoretically losing money because the field staff's 



were selling ads? 

12, What is the actual renewal rate for the New Ainerican? 

13, Does it cost 40 percent more in total to print the New 
American than It did American Opinion and Review of the 
News combined? 

14 » How many renewals come due in March, April, and May? 

15. What is the advertising revenue for the New American? What 

was It for American Opinion and the Review of the News? 

16 < How much of the money collected in lifetime subscriptions 

to the New American has been set aside to cover fulfillment 

for even one year? 

17. Why is it John Rees, Alan Stang, Gary Allen^ Dr, Susan 
Huck, Dr. Medford Evans, Hi 11a ire du Berrler, William Guidry, 
and Steve Cole are not in the New American? These writers 
have been replaced in the New American by Reuters tear 
sheets, unknown authors identified only as freelance writers, 
syndicated columnists, and someone named Kathryn Boggs writing 
about dogs. How is this different from Human Events, 
National Review, or the old Conservative Digest? Is the Con- 
spiracy quaking in its red boots, shivering about exposure 

in Boggs' doggie articles? What happened to Robert Welch's 
dictum, "If you want it straight"? Bow wow! 

18. How many articles have appeared in the New American about 
the CFR, TLC, the Federal Reserve, or international banking? 

19. Does Jeffrey St, John receive $65,000 as absentee 
editor? Why pay so much money for a clip, cut, and paste-up 
job? m 

20. Is it true that Scott Stanley was coerced into resigning 
because he refused Cliff Barker's order to stop giving speeches 
raising funds for Kathie McDonald's defense against the ACLU 



21, What has the JBS done to help our martyred leader's 
widow and children against this vicious attempt to impoverish 
them? 

22, Is it true that this ultimatum was put in writing to 
Scott Stanley, who could release it at any time and, therefore , 
in effect has a gun at Cliff Barker *s head? 

23, Is it true that comptroller Charles Humphreys and 
Sally Humphreys are bailing out? 

24 ♦ According to Alan Davidson, Belmont is almost out of 
Blue Books and cannot afford to reprint them. Is this true 
or do you plan to abandon even the Blue Book? Is it your 
plan to phase out even the Blue Book? 

25. How many publishers have refused to provide more books 
because they have not been paid for past deliveries? 

26, According to Davidson, there are 12,000 dues-paying members. 
How many were there two years ago? ' 

27. How many coordinators are now in the field staff 7 How many 
were there two years ago? 

28, Is it true you are having the coordinators spread the 
vicious and untrue rumor that Mrs, Welch is senile when you 
know it is an absolute lie? 

29. Is it true that when Uirry McDonald was going to take 
over the John Birch Society, he talked at length to nearly 
a hundred former staff people and got almost the identical 
story from all of them; to whit that every creative idea 
that anyone had that would help the Society or hurt the 
Conspiracy died on Tom Hill*s desk? 

30, Is it true, therefore, that Larry told numerous people 
that he had concluded that Tom Hill was not just a vegetable 
but a plant? 



31 # Is It true that Larry had announced plans to clean 
house in Belmont on his return from Korea? 
32 • How much money that was donated to start John Birch 
University and taken as a tax deduction by the donors was 
instead feloniously spent for other purposes? 

33. If any three creditors get together and put the JBS 
into Chapter 11 p will you continue to draw your salary? 
How many council members have resigned since you took over? 
Where are Bill Cies, Dr, Tom Parker, Ken Volk, Jaty Paxton, 
and Bunker Hunt 7 Since money is so scarce # why don't you 
take a 50 percent pay cut? What were the circumstances of 
your divorce? How much was your expense account last year? 

34. Is it true that Mrs, Welch believes you have betrayed 
her husband's educational program? 

35. If the JBS is doing as well as you claim, why hasn't 
the Left resumed its attacks? Why would the L,A, Times, 
which hates the Society, write a puff piece glorifying it? 
Don't try to tell us the L*A, Times has changed. Anyone who 
sees its editorial page knows better • 

36. v^m^^mm^^Ammmm^mmmessff&^^mm^rft^^ 

37. What is the total debt of the John Birch Society? 

38. What is Chuck Armour's salary? 

39. What is Tom Hill's salary? 

40. What Is Cliff Barker's salary? Is it $75,000? 

41. Is Cliff Barker willing to take a lie detector test to 
answer these questions if someone else will pay for it? 
(Two chances, slim and none. Want to make book on it?) 

Since "Truth Is Our Only Weapon," let's have some of it. 
No PR, no snow jobs, no evasionSp no double talk, no Potemkln 



cover-up about how great everything Is going. 

Let's have the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth so help you God, 

And we want it on the record. 

We suggest all council members and council meeting 
guests tape record Chairman Barker's responses to these 
questions* 



• / .Charles A. Pbovan, M.D- 

■ ' 2370 Infjicwood Drive 
McKccsiJOrt, PA ISni 

Sept. 10, 1985 ^ 

A* Clifford Barker ' * 

Chairman, The John Birch Society 
Belmont^ Mass* 02178 

Dear Mr, Barker , 

V 

I'm certain you have heard of the problem which came up regarding 
the Abdul Shams speech* A member in one of my Chapters was told by an 
Afghan friend who lives in Greensburg, Pa. that Abdul vas a Communist. 

Today, I received the enclosed computer printout from a friend 

« 

in the. Pentagon v;ho has access to this type of information. I am send- 
ing it to you just as I received it. 

In view of the clouded background of Mr. Shaitis, I regret that I 
am forced to cancel Mr. Sharos speech in the Greater Pittsburgh area 
vhich was scheduled for Thursday, October 24, 19 85, 



Charles A. Provan, M. D. 



O/c Mr. Tom Hill 

Mr* Charles Everett 

Mr. Jack McManus 

* * Mr. Tom Parsley 

Mr* Steve Nekolek 

Mr. Charles Armour 

Mr. Herb Joiner 

Mr. William Jasper 



ABDUL HOLIM SHRMS 



Abdul Halim Shams wa^ not only a trusted Communist and a close 
And tru!:itGd aid to president Hafizullaln fimin, but most likE*ly 
also worked for the Soviets at that time. There are many false 
claims in his biograohy. Taken together, it is highly likely 
that currently, when in the US, fibdul Shams still serves his old 
masterE — the Soviets. , , • 

Abdul Halim Bhams is from the Nangrahar Province from a family 
that might have come from Laghman- This wight exlain his claims 
Conrtserning Dr, Zahir who was from a profiunent Lagnman f^dM 1 y 
(eee below>. He stayed in India until the age of 16-17. While it 
Is not clear about fibdul Halim, his brother (see below) claimed 
that his close accuaitances with orofitinent Soviets went back to 
his cliildhood days in India, and according to close confidant of 
his, attributed his fast climbing career to these contacts. In 
Kabul, he enetered the IPth grade of the Dar-ul Ko' Al laifiein 
BChool — a board inmg school for village boys tred to oecome 
religious teachers in the countryside- 0 former classmate of nis 
describes him as "a liar, boaster, totally untrustworthy, a 
complete oDDortunist. He persuaded a younger boys to run away 
with him to India to become movie stars." He claimed to have 
unique and excellent contacts there. Eventually, all three ended 
In jail. 

A former classmate of fibdul Halim Shams testifies that ne 
attended the Faculty of Theology in the Kabul University, and 
never studied neither onarmacy or economics. In his days, the 
Faculty of Theolooy was the center of the Soviet covert 
penetration of the future mtelectual elite of Kabul. The Soviets 
conducted a major intelligence operation generally resemolma the 
penetration of the British elite m Cambr i ace , i n t he ISZCis, Shams 
did work for the US UinthOT^D Pharmaceutical company m Kabul in a 
low clerical position, where he could have picked up the 
Appropriate terminology. 

The only Doctor who fits the description of Shams' "uncle" is 
the late Dr. fibdul Zahir who died in Kabul in 1982^83. ficcordmg 
to several family members of Dr. Zahir, including his daughter^ 
Bhams is not related to the family whatsoever. Further more, 
there is no body in their entire known family (including the 
loocely related ektendea circles) called Abdul Halim, Dr. Zahir* s 
fion-in^law, himself a former senior diplomat, not only nas never 
heard of Shants, but could remembet* any career pattern even 
loosely resembling that claimed by Shams. He never travelled with 
Dr. Zahir on diplom^ntic nussionB. (Dr, Zahir was not even the 
prime minister at the periods claimed by Shams. > Dr. Zahir' s 
»on-tn-law onplains that the titles claimed by Shams — such as 
Foreign Represontat i vo to Iran — did not ewist in the 
tormlnoloqy of thf« Afghan foreign Ministry at the time. 
Moreover, Shamo was no it her thtf ambasuador to nor hold any other 



diplomatic oositlon In Iran In the periods he claimed to have 
been there- 

fibdul Hakim Shams — the brother of Pbdul Halim Shams — was 
never the commander of the flir Force. He did held a senior 
posit iorf, and was the confidant of the then commander fibaul Dader 
himself a Khalai member of the Politbijro and a trusted aid of 
Hafizullah Omin. Pbdul Hakim was arrested with Mainwandal during 
the Parchami ourge of the Khalqi during Daud*s reign. He was 
released as a result of a high level intervention (probably 
Soviet) while Mainwandal was killed in jail. Both Shams brothers 
have claimed reoeatedly tnat while in the Air Force, ftbdul Hakif*i 
was a spy for SibgatuHah Mojadedi, High-level resistance sources 
with intimate knowledge on the intelligence assets of the 
resistance, including senior commanders in the Mojadedi 
organization, have reoeatedly denied ever hearing from or gaining 
assistance from flbdul , Hakim, Further more, in the 1970s, me 
flfghan fiir Force was reknowned for its strong loyalty to the 
Soviet Union and virtual unpenet rabi 1 i ty. . \ 

fibdul Halim Shams claimed to have been jailed soon after the 
Soviet Invasion. In different olaces he changed his story from 
being jailed in Pul-i-Charkhi (tne more likely place) to the 
Bederatt However, numerous highly relaible sources in botn 
prisons, including political orisoners ana defecting KhPD senior 
officers working in both orisons denied htivmg seen or heard of 
Shams* KhOD colonel, veteran of the flfghan security services 
even during the King's and Daud^ s regimes, mentioned that during 
the King's time Shams was known as a ootential Communist but was 
considered too small to bother with. During Daud's later time, 
and of course under Taraki, Shams was considered a highly trusted 
member of the regime beyond reoroach* All the resistance 
commanders asked about the aaring raid which ostensibly saved 
Shams at the last minute before his enecution ridiculed the 
idea. The commanders asked about it included these named by 
Shams as the commanders of the raid. fill of them not only denied 
ever attempting to raid the prison, let alone penetrate it, out 
insisted that as much as they would have loved to do it, they 
were fully aware that such an attack would be a suicide attack 
doomed to fail. Furthermore, there is not a single member of the 
fifghan community, eKceot for Shams, who claims to have oeen 
rescued by the resistance in such a raid, and even Shams himself 
does not claim that the raid was conducted only to save him, 
» 

A close examinat ion of the true career of fibdul Halim Shams 
points to his true loyalties. When in the Kabul University^ 
Shams was very active in the fifohan Mullat Party — the movement 
for a Greater Pusht unist an. The Mullat Party was founded in the 
late-193T?s by Goi^man educated Afghans witn strong suooort by the 
Naxis as an anti^Soviet front. By 19^0, the Party was already 
fully Deni?tratcd and manioulatcd by the OGPU, During the Groat 
Patriotic War, tho Soviets relied on the Mullat as a prime tool 
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to identify and capture Gerwian aoents on their way into Central 
Asia- Therefore, ShariiG could have joined the Mullat on Soviet 
orders if he started to work for the KGB when in the university, 
ftlternat i vely, he could have joined the Mullat because of his 
genuine strong comfiiitment to a Greater Pusht uni st an only to be 
picked uo there by the Soviets. In any case, his activism in tne 
Mullat led him to his membership in the Khala- Currently, the 
Mullat Party is a strongly pro-Soviet front eHtremely active in 
Pakistan against the Government- ^ ' * 

Bhams had a meteoric climb during the Taraki and esoecially tne 
ftrnin reolfnes. Former senior officials who have cefected since 
19S0 confirm that flbdul halim was extremely close to ana trusted 
by Hafizullah Pmin. He was sent reoeatedly to Moscow on delicate 
and sensitive missions for ftmin- However, a close eKami nation of 
the Soviet activities related to the tooics dealt with by Shams 
clearly indicate that the Soviets had known much more on the 
Rfghan activities and' inner circle deliberations than Shame 
should have told them. Further more, all of Shams' imoressior*^ 
ftnd recommendations to Omin on his returns from his visits to 
Moscow followed closely the Soviet line, including tne advocating 
of policy lines which have later turned to be deliberate 
disinformation* Therefore, -tnese fifghan defectorsd claim that 
they believe that throughout his service a close trusted aide to 
ftmin. Shams really worked for the Soviet During his visiis to 
Moscow, ne reported on the oevelooments in Kabul and whiler m 
Kabul advocated the Soviet oolicies. He did visit Moscow 3 times 
in December 1979, and was orooaDly one of the on me sources on 
the inner arrangements in the oalace and other key covernment 
Installations in Kabul that enabled the KGB, the GRU SPETBnAZ and 
the VDV trooos to caoture tnem so effectively. The above 
wentioned senior fifghan officals emDha^ise that the Soviets would 
not have allowed the ftmin oovernment to send an individual so 
intimately involved in negotiations with them to tne US as 
ShaftiG did in 1973 ostensibly as the head of the ftfghan Chamber of 
Commerce — if they did not trusted him comoletely. 

It seems that when the Soviets decided that they were goinq to 
pet rid of the ftmin reoimei they wisked away their trusted 
apent. Shams had to exolain his sudden o isaooearance just on or 
to the invasion and the bloody couo of Karmal, and invented the 
Arrest story. However, since Bhams was so closely identified 
With the Khalqi and the Hafirullah ftmin regime, there wl4S no way 
the Soviets could have implanted hiui in the Karmal Parchami 
rogime. Therefore, Shams was redirected to reapocar as a strong 
Advocate of the Greater Pusht uni st an issue which, currently 
Amounts to the subverssion and dismemberment of Pakistan. In view 
of the Rrowmg Soviet emohasis on oonet rating Western movements 
ftuoportmq ant i -Soviet freedom fiqhtors, it is only natural that 
the KGD would direct a trusted agent to oenotrato cuch priority 
organisations. While in the US, Shams ic known to have mot with 
UQVcr^l fifyhana bolicivcd to bo cooperating with and working for 

the Soviets. 

-p*B- All his interviews and soeeches in the US» ftbdul 

HaJlm Shams has never denounced, mentioned or even alluded to the 
laroe scale attrocities performed by the Omin regime* 
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Charles A. Provan, M. D. 
2370 Inglewood Drive 
McKeespor t , PA 15131 



Dear Dr. Provan: 



I 



I received your letter dated September 10 together 
with the four pages of unsigned commentary about Abdul 
Shams, I appreciate your sending that enclosure and I 
can assure you that it has received our very careful 
attention , 

Within a matter of a couple of days, we checked with 
many different sources regarding the charges contained 
in the report that you forwarded. Our contacts included 
pharmaceutical companies and former high officials in 
the Chamber of Commerce of Afghanistan, 

As a result of our findings, we have decided to go 
right ahead with the major tour for Abdul Shams. We 
can certainly understand why you were concerned upon 
receiving the report but our investigations have led us 
to decidely different conclusions from that report* 
Separate from the results of our investigations, is the 
realization that we have rarely sponsored a speaker who 
delivers such a powerful message. He has moved both 
our members and their prospects to a far greater under- 
standing of the real nature of the Soviet beasts to 
whom we have been losing. 

We are sorry that you have decided to cancel your 
speech there for Mr. Shams. I am told that we were 
able to fill the evening of October 24 with another engage- 
ment in Pennsylvania, Again, we appreciate your sending 
the information and as always I send to you and to your 
family my very kindest regards. 



■ Sincep^ly, 




-iffprfd Barker 
Chairinai 



ACB : con 



2370 loglewood Drive 
McKccsportt PA 15131 
Nov. 25, 1985 

TO MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY AND CERTAIN CONCERNED 
FRIENDS: 



Philippians 4 "8 begins, "Whatsoever things are true,.," 
Brov/ning said, ''Truth never hurts the teller." 

Lincol n said, "I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true#" 
Robert Welch , in the second paragraph of the Blue Book quotes Ralph 
Waldo Emerson who once said, "Every mind must make it's choice be- 
tween truth and repose 



I have been a member of the John Birch Society for about 21 years. 
My wife and I became Life Members in the 1960 's* During that decade, we 
gave our 4 children Life Memberships and in the early seventies, we gift- 
ed a good friend with a Life Membership. In 1971, we bought stock in Gen- 
eral Birch Services, by taking a 2nd mortgage on our home* While not 
wealthy, we have tried to help the Society through the years by: memJ:>er- 
ship in the Continuing Support Club since it's inception; through the 
sale of our one oil painting (giving the proceeds to the JBS) ; giving the 
JBS 1/3 of the inheritance I received from my Mother's estate (around 
Mar. of 1985) In working within the framework of the John Birch Society, 
I've been actively involved in all of the following: Chapter Leader (1965- 
1969); Section Leader since 1969; instrumental in setting up the American 
Opinion Library (1967) in the McKeesport area (a continuous operation 
except for a several year interim when it was moved to another area) ; 
Chairman of JBS Patriot's Dinners in Pittsburgh (from 1975 on); a 16 yr. 
continuous sponsor of JBS speeches in area (usually 3 per year) ; a TRIM 
organizer (responsible for bringing all films and literature to area TRIM 
meetings 11 months of the year; Chairman of the 12th District (Pa. ) Larry 
McDonald Crusade; not to mention the countless debates, radio and TV shows. 
Rotary speeches, etc* I'm not mentioning this information to try to over- 
whelm anyone; I'm merely relating it to underline the fact that I've will- 
ingly put my heart and soul into this battle I 

My wife and I haven *t faltered one iota in our determination and 
quest to bring this nation back to the Gogl-given Constitutional basics 
pon which this great Republic was founded. Like many Birchers, we've 
made sacrifices, but we both feel within our being, exactly as Daniel 
Webster must have felt when, on July 17, 1850, he said, ""I was born an 
American, I will live an American, and I shall die an American^ and I 
intend to perform the duties incumbent upon me in that character to the 
end of my career* 1 mean to do this with absolute disregard of person- 
al consequences, . • No man can suffer too much, and no man ^an fall too 
soon, if he suffer, or if he fall in the defense of the liberties and 
Constitution of his country." 

Let me say at the onset, that the spirit of my letter is meant to be 
constructive, not destructive, for an organization as set up by the princi- 
ples of Robert Welch is vital if we are to successfully preserve our free- 
doms and defeat the Godless, atheistic Conspiracy! Certain things, however. 
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have happened within the Society during the past year which I find ex- 
tremely disturbing; 

1. JUST WHO IS ABDUL H* SHAMS ? 

^ Leading Conservatives have long relied on information from our 

fine organization because Mr* Robert Welch maintained his credibility. 
After receiving notification that Abdul Shams would be making an East- 
ern Speech Tour, I was enthusiastic and immediately scheduled the 
speech for Pittsburgh, Pa. (as I've done through the past 2 decades}. 
After reading the Shams article by Wtn. Jasper {TROTN, July 31, '85), 
we were especially impressed and my wife made immediate plans to tape 
her television program with him. Shortly thereafter I received some 
rather startling information from one of my longtime Chapter Leaders, 
Don Thomson {412-86 3-2520) . Don told me one of his longtime Chapter 
members (Jacob Luffy, 412-863-3492) had given the Shams article to an 
Afganistan friend (Saleh Khairzada 412-837-2300) , an investment execu- 
tive from neighboring Greensburg, Pa. Mr, Khairzada told Jake Luffy 
that Shams was a communist and that much of the article was NOT true. 
He said it was impossible for Shams to have done the things he pro- 
fessed in the article. I asked Don to talk with Saleh and also had 
my wife contact Herb Joiner's California office to pass the informa- 
tion along. My wife spoke with Herb's asst. He told her Shams was 
a very personable speaker, but he remembered they had a slight pro^ 
blem with Afgteinistans' and Shams in another area (if memory serves 
right it was Kansas; Herb's asst. would remember the exact area). 

Don Thomson met with Mr. Khairzada for 3 hours and was firmly 
convinced the gentleman was telling the truth! In my opinion, i t ' s 
very important to remember that this whole incident c ame out of no - 
where . It was completely unsolicited ! I notified the JBS Staff of 
this incident through calls to Tom Hill, Herb Joiner and his Asst., 
talks with several Coordinators and others (more than 5 phone calls 
were made by myself, my wife, and Don Thomson). Mr* Khairzada said 
he would be pleased to speak with someone about the situation, but 
ha wasn't called until about 10 days later when Bill Jasper called 



;;;,!* Feeling concerned, I began my own investigation as someone from 

tliej 19.S;«C. had said, "What the h are you doing with a KGB agent 

on the cover of your magazine?" Another contact with high level in- 
telligence sent me the ftnrlospf! four page print-out *on Abdul Shams 
which I sent to Clif Barker and other staff members with the enclosed 
cover letter. 

I received a call from Herb Joiner? he said they were taking this 
very seriously and were checking it out* I was quite amazed to learn 
that up to this time, no one had contacted Mr. Khairzada (his phone 
no. had been given to both Tom Hill and Herb Joiner) . 

Herb Joiner sent me a letter and a newspaper article relating 
to one of Mr< Shams speeches in Minnesota. I was amazed at some of 
the information in the newspaper account. Telling of his capture by 
the Soviets he said, at 7:10 they pulled out their pistols and took 
President Amin and myself captive. That night 16,000 members and 
family of the Amin govt* were executed by the Soviets. I was blind- 
folded and was being led away for execution. Suddenly, I heard a 
loud explosion, I went unconscious • My arms and legs hurt. I open- 
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ed my eyas and said, am I alive or dead? They said, you are free I 



This was the story of Shams escape I 16,000 to 1 odds wouldn't 
be believed by Jimmy the Greek- Also, Shams wife and 7 children 
escaped. I found the story fascinating. All other govt, officials 
were executed while he got away when the Freedom Fighters rescued 
him. 

I next received the two enclosed letters from Clif Barker and 
Herb Joiner, (1) Prom the Joiner letter: (see Enc, #2) 

a- "we are completely satisfied as to the integrity of Mr* 
Shams. " 

b, "Abdul was visibly hurt by the report's accusations." 

c, "an Afghan man who was head of the Chamber of Commerce,., 
scoffs at any suggestion that Shams is not solidly anti- 
Communist. " 

d, "The report sent to us contains a good deal of confusion 
and error. " Question ? Specifically what confusion and 
wha t errors ? ' As Birchers we long ago learned the difference 
between specifics and generalities. 

(2) Prom the Barker letter: (see Enc. #3) 

a. "unsigned commentary" 

b. "our contacts included pharmaceutical companies and former 
high officials in the Chamber of Commerce in Afghanistan" 

c. "but our investigations have led us to decidedly different 
conclusions from that report." 

d. "we have decided to go right ahead with the major tour for 
Abdul Shams." 

e. "we were able to fill the evenxng of Oct. 24 with another 
engagement. " 

After two decades in the John Birch Society, I was shocked at 
this response! Since when have highly intelligent Birchers (famil- 
iar for years with the KGB/subversive apparatus operating within our 
nation) gone to members of pharmaceutical companies or the Chamber of 
Commerce for intelligence information? Also, since when has it be- 
come a practice to show a person under investigation his intelligence 
file? That's something we have learned to expect from Inspector Clou-- 
seau of the Pink Panther series, but certainly not from fellow BirchersI 

Incidentally, after Mr. Khairzada read the 4 pages, he said that 
the parts he knew about^ conformed with. his knowledge of Mr- Shams. He 
also mentioned that in New York City, Mr. Shams had tried to become 
the leader of an Afghan Mujahadin support group, but they turned him 
down because of his ownership of a liquor store which is contrary to 
the Moslem religion. Mr. Shams (following my intelligence report) now 
admits that the "uncle" in his speech is really not his uncle. The 
"uncle" was a neighbor and Shams had just calledTTIm "uncle," In 
checking this out with the Moslnm*comniunity , I learned that Afghans 
take their family relationships very seriously and NEVER refer 



to friends or neighbors as •uncle I In Afghanistan , your family 
represents your social status and is never dealt with lightly! 

During all this time, I was repeatedly assured that they would 
continue with Mr, Sham's tour because he was 'so sincere', 'one of 
the nicest speakers' with whom* they've ever worked 1 Let ma 

refer you to Mr, Welch's words from page 83 of the Blue Book: 

"Incidently, as I indicated just now in passing, one of the 
hardest things for the ordinary decent American to realize is that a 
secret communist looks and acts just like anybody else only more so; 
and that anybody he, the ordinary decent American happens to know 
personally, could possibly be a Communist and he is (the Communist) 
for all outward purposes* ,one of the nicest men you ever met- MOST 
OF THEM AKEl*^ (Emphasis in the original) 

In light of the intelligence evidence that was presented, I believe 
that a serious error in judgement was made by continuing his speaking 
tour without a thorough investigation by top intelligence personel* 
It is also my opinion that an additional error of judgement was made 
when Shams was brought into the JBS Council meeting on Nov» 9, 1985 
at the Aspen Hotel in Parsippany, N.J. At this same meeting, it was 
noticeably apparent that leadership was very nervous that some of us 
would reveal the information about Shams! It was shocking to me when 
Mr, Joiner stated Shams wanted to meet me! Doubly shocking when Shams 
looked at me and said^ "You are my brother!" (especially shocking when 
one realizes that members of the Afghan community do not lightly confer 
'family'' titles upon mere acquaintences] i ) 

One more item . Imagine my surprise when I was told that same 
evening that Abdul Shams was going to write the first book in the 
new series of "Candles!' 



2» Chairman, Clifford Barker 

On the next page you will find two items. One is an article from 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch from 1984, The other is from the June 1985 
JBS Bulletin. Note the June Bulletin announcement gave the membership 
a totally different impression from that given in the newspaper article. 
Since "Education is our total strategy and truth is our only weapon," 
my question is this.. .just where does the truth lie in this instance? 
(see Enclosure 14). 

3. THE NEW AMERICAN* 



While The New American is a "nice" weekly**. a good publication for 
the average, non-activist conservative (and a good magazine for a doctor's 
office, etc*), there is a definite lack of original articles. Those of 
us who had subscribed to Jeffrey St . John's "U. S. Times" had previously 
read many of the same articles in his previous publication. 

Our publication has lost it*s ' cutting edge 1 * As a hunter, I know 
the difference between a dull knife and a sharp knife! The fact that 
Mr. Welch and the John Birch Society dared "Call It Conspiracy" was the 
cutting edge in our publications. Without that sharp knife of ' Conspir- 
acy ' , we are 'leveled down' to the same 'effectiveness' as every other 
conservative group in America I 



The JBS Btilletin, June 1986 



t Pleaae permit me a personal 
aside. When I accepted this job as 
Chairman it was with the belief that 
I could provide leadership to The 
f John Birch Society a/irf run the com- 
t pany I had founded eleven years 
earlier at the same time I was mis- 
taken. For running the Society is far 
more than a full time job in itseif! 
SufTice it to say, what was once Na- 
vidyne Corporation is now a divi- 
aion of Sperry and will eventually be 
completely integrated into their op- 
erations. I have moved to Belmont, 
and my wife and two young daugh- 
ters will follow me here from Vir- 
ginia this summer I mention this 
only because it is important you un- 



derstand that my commitment to 
our cause is now total in a very lit- 
eral sense, and that my family has, 
alter much soul searching, fully ac- 
cepted that commiiment. 
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f In truth. The New American is devoid of any real mention of Con- 
Bpiracyl Was Chairman Barker too hasty in his Mismissal* (re- 

I signation) of our brilliant, dedicated, long-time Editor Scott 
Stanley? A move which cost us the loss of such top conspiracy 
writers as Gary Allen, Alan Stang, Sue Huck , Jim Graves, Bill 
Hoar, Elise Clark, Stephen Cole, Medford Evans, and last, but 
certainly not least, top intelligence source, John ReesI Addi- 
tionally, the loss of longtime writer, Marian Probert Welch {who 
resigned because of Chairman Barker's move) and other top calibre 
writers is devastating when you consider these people were known 
as our 'first string!' The move could be likened to a *coup de 
grace I ' 

The Aug. *8S Bulletin categorized "American Opinion** basically 
as a publication of "Gloom and Doom!" The messaae of the pro- 
phets of the Old Testament could undoubtedly be categorized 
by the same terminology, however, but no one will deny their 
message was essential, both in God's eyes and the eyes of the 
wise! Strangely enough, just before reading about the demise 
of our publications (during the previous week in fact) , we had 
had 5 people call and write, telling us they had just discovered 
our publications and were thrilled to know such magazines exist- 
ed (one was a top official for Alcoa in Pgh.). If improvements 
were to be made in both magazines, surely they could have been 
done within the framework of the existing magazines* Mr. Welch 
had set up A, 0, as an idealogical magazine; he definitely want- 
ed the 'Scoreboard' to bd published til our victory over the Con- 
spiracy - 

Additionally, if subscriptions to both publications had fallen, 
wouldn't the fault lie with the fact that neither had any real 
marketing head to facilitate their promotion? An editor has his 
hands full putting his magazine together. The burden of pro- 
motion and distribution should rightly be the job of someone who 
is hired to do just that. In getting rid of our top Editor be- 
cause subscriptions were down, haven't we really 'thrown out the 
baby with the bath water?' Incidentally, contrary to what you 
may have heard, Scott Stanley never had any desire in the Society 
to be anything other than an editor I 

What about our lose of "From the Hopper?" Remembering that old 
adage, "Education without action produces frustration," isn't it 
obvious that by dropping "From the Hopper", Birchers have been 
stripped of important legislative information that is very nec-* 
essary if we are to be effective letter writers in this battle? 
If the left constantly works on legislation, while we Conserva- 
tive activists know nothing about current bills, won't the out- 
come of this battle be obvious? 

The loss of: Correction Please (documented and concise); Economics,- 
Let The Buyer Beware ; The Military; Overseas; 'Tis Passing 
Strange; Films; the weekly rundown on the news; Right Answers, 
(etc*) all were important ammunition in our battle I 

The Pravda Ad. The Pravda Ad was twice published in The New 
American ! The publication of this ad was in direct opposition 
to the phi losophy of Mr. Welch who had an absolute policy of 
never publishing leftist ads in our publications ! While cer- 



certain Staff maintained that even Mr. Welch would have approved 
and it was done for 'scholars' information. It should be mentioned i 
that one of it's listed promoters (Pg. 44, Oct, 7 TNA) # Sen. Rudy 
BoschwitZi is also listed as the top endorser of the Senate Pro- 
Genocide letter to Pres. Reagan (JBS Bulletin, Pg. 16, Nov. 85)1 
While we did publish the Communist Manifesto, it is important to 
remember we did not do so until we had added a preface that gave 
a full explanation of the evils of Marxism! 

WHAT ABOUT A LEGAL TITLE CHECK? 

Shouldn't organizers of a new publication do the usual legal 
title check before using or selecting a title for that new major 
publication? While I did immediately notify an official of The 
New American (informing them that their new title was already be^ 
ing used by a publication of the Social Democrats (a Socialist 
magazine) , I never received a reply I Since that time^ through 
inquiring at our local library, I've learned there is a third 
publication called " The New Arterican , , , a Russian language publica^ 
tion (80 Grand St., Jersey City, J. 07302). A fourth magazine, 
entitled. " The New American " , was also found at the library (En- 
closure #5) -..a 'leftist' publication dating back to the 1920's! 
QUESTION? Which patriotic Bircher among us wants our Conservative 
publication to be confused with magazines on the left? To coin a 
phrase from years ago, "Isn't it wiser to look before we leap?" 

4. THE JBS BULLETINS 



In my opinion (compared to the many intelligence gathering re- 
ports I receive) the Bulletins are weak (with some exceptions? Nov-'s 
was an improvement). They seem to be very poor on legislation, are 
rather shallow (with references to trite things like "Dallas", and 
leftist magazines like "The Rolling Stones" and "MS"); the Bulletins 
seem to be embarking on a sorority-fraternity newslatter format, 
instead of a clear trumpet sound from the ramparts, giving direction 
and instruction for the battle in which we are engaged (slogans like 
'success breeds success' will never replace *we have not yet begun 
to fightl' or Scripture like 1 Corinthians 14:8). 

Other Examples ; 

A, Putting "To Free Education" in place of "Aid and Trade" as the 
number 2 item, while dropping SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POLICE Committees 
(perhaps new members won^t understand the importance of our long- 
standing SYLP Committees without some education, but certainly all 
older members recognize it's extreme* importance) . Also, the loss 

of Conspiracy from our agenda is very disturbing I 

B. Bulletin space is wasted when legislative information is need-- 
lessly confusing (plus vital time and effort of our membership) . A 
case in point is the South African legislation described on Page 17 
of the Aug., 1985 Bulletin (please refer to Bulletin) • It might as 
well have been written as follows; 

"Resolution A and Senate Bill B were combined into House Reso- 
lution C, Crane Bills D and E are good bills. Check Roll Call 
P and Roll Call G for your Senators vote, (Roll Call F was a 
motion by Senator H. to kill amGndment 1 made by Senator L) . Now 
check your Senators vote on Roll Call K in light of their votes 
on Roll Call F and Roll Call G. If thev voted for Roll Call K 



TROTN, July (no date given) to see how your Representatives voted 
on House Resolution C and ask the Representative if they intend 
to support Crane Bills D and E in light of their vote on House Res- 
olution C.'* Confusing? You betl 

C. The legislation instructions on "f louridation" (Oct, 85 Bull.) 
instead of top items like The Genocide Treaty, or the Volkmer Mc- 
Clure discharge petition from Rep. Rodino*s Comm. Our legislation 
should always be aimed at the items of top importance in this fightl 

5, THE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AT DUNHAM'S BAY LODGE, NEW YORK On 
Oct. 19-20, 1985. 

My wife and I were invited to attend this Conference, however 
she was unable to be there due to her father's death a week or so 
before the event. The Conference began on Saturday; it ran from 
8 A*M. to 11 P.M. It concluded on Sunday, running from 8 A.M. til 
2 P,M* (I should mention that I have been a Chapter Leader first, 
then a Section Leader for a total of 21 years and my wife a Chapter 
Leader for about 17 years) * One of my Chapter Leaders and his wife 
also attended (Don and Carolyn Thomson). Other than the Thomsons, 
the JBS Staff of 7, and Council Member, Bill Busch, I don't remember 
having seen any of the other participants. Out of the total 35 to 
40 in attendance, most were relatively new mem.bers. I assumed this 
to be the case because of the response given Mr, Chuck Armour's pre- 
sentation of "Overview." There were even gasps of surprise when the 
picture of Mr. Welch was shown at age 16 graduating from college. 
Many there bought stacks of books; it appeared they had never seen 
the books before, Mr. Armour's presentation was extremely well re- 
ceived . 

My observations fell into the following categories. I shall 
quote^ to the best of my recollection^ some of the disturbing com- 
ments (I ordered tapes of the event but they haven't as yet arrived) 

A- Chapters, Chapter Leaders and Coordinators were told: 

1. "Keep new members out of old chapters." 

2. '^We're going to make chapter leaders out of new members and 
build new chapters around them." 

3. "Coordinators will be 'married' to new members, *' 

4. "Coordinators will work agg-ressively with new chapters" 

5. "Don't discuss problems with chapter members. Take your 
problems to your leaders" 

6. "Old members are NOT ALLOWED to ask questions at JBS pre- 
sentations, ONLY the Coordihator will speak." 

7. "Coordinators will NO LONGER be errand boys for chapter 
members." (I saw graphic evidence of this just 2 days afte 
I returned. Our new Coordinator refused to pick up a con^ 
signment of books from our AO Bookstore after my wife (who 
was really on a hectic schedvile) and my daughter (in a whee 
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chair) had worked to price them and get them together for 
a speech {which the Coordinator was going to attend) • The 
Birchers sponsoring the speech had called several weeks pre-- 
vious to request this service! This was demoralizing to both 
the sponsor and my wife and daughter, 

8. *Be a strong leader. Attempt to challenge everyone. Demand , 
demand, demand i " 

B. ATTACKS ON OTHER ANTI -COMMUNIST INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS: 

1, Singlaub - "money wasted,** ''He doesn't believe in the Con- 
spiracy theory!" (neither does Jeffrey St. John, KQV Pgh. 
9/6/84) The hypocritical use of the General Singlaub inter- 
view in The New American (11/11/85) in light of these state- 
ments is shameful! 

2. Pat Robertson -**He didn't allow Avraham Shifrin to mention 
the JBS*" 

3. Jerry Falwell - this was a very forceful attack, accusing 
Falwell of, "He didn't pay Kathy McDonald the money he raised 
for her." (rather hypocritical because rumors from certain 
members of leadership regarding Kathy have been in very poor 
taste; also, rumors about trying to remove her name from the 
Larry McDonald Crusade were equally disturbing!) 

4, •'Don't support #2, just f one I" 

ITEM: Mr. Welch on page 106 of the Blue Book, speaking of other 
anti^communist organizations and individuals - - "They almost cer- 
tainly are dedicated patriots who deserve our gratitude and our 
praise. And I not only wish for them and their organization all 
possible success, but will help in any way I can towards increasing 
their effectiveness. " 

C. REGARDING THE MONOLITHIC STRUCTURE OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY: 

1» •'We must have this monolithic structure SO MANAGEMENT CAN 

MAKE DECISIONS AND SEND THEM DOWN TO THE NEW MEMBERS!" 
(See Pages 146^149 of the Blue Book. This is absolutely con- 
trary to Mr. Welch's philosophy I Note Mr. Welch discusses the 
monolithic structure in order to stop "infiltration, distortion, 
and disruption" and "Otherwise Communist infiltrators could bog 
us down in interminable disagreements, schisms, and feuds before 
we ever becajtie seriously effective." 

D. The New American ' ^ 

!• "the finest news magazine in America" (after only 3 issues?) 

E. OMISSIONS; 

1. Support Your Local Police and Conspiracy. ' 

When I asked Charlie Everett about them he said, "Aren't they 
in there?" and quickly went to the agenda list. When he saw 
they weren't there he said, •'Ask CI if." I replied, "We have 
and Clif wrote back, "Your comments regarding the inclusion of 
SYLP and the Conspiracy are well taken. " (end of comment). 
Charlie Everett said, "Oh." 
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2. While discussing the availability of reprints, Tom Parsley said, 
••Why not let the Gary Allen's and the Alan Stangs research out 
the facts (No mention of the fact that these men no longer 
work for us I ) 

3, From the portion of the program on running a JBS Presentation: 
"Introduce Robert Welch/ John Birch and Clif Barker** 

No mention of Larry McDonald* As a matter of fact, the most 
forceful thing said about Larry was when Charles Everett said, 
" I wouldn't give a dime to Larry McDonald's campaign * Politi - 
cians shouldn't get our money. Let him get his money from the 
Democratic Party , That's what they're for.' This is one of 
my pet peeves/" 

QUESTION? Since when was Larry McDonald a politician? Rep. 
Larry McDonald was a Statesman of the highest order,. -a tire- 
less and dedicated patriot who literally gave his life for 
our Freedoms! 

F. MONEY PITCH, 

1, Over and over there was an "aggressive" "demand** for extra 
money. .Continuiug Support Clubs were overly stressed, 

2. "We must get extra money from our members." 

G. The Council and the Executive Committee: 
1- "They are advisory only " 

My Impressions of the New York Leadership Conference; 

In my opinion, the main thrust of the JBS Leadership Conference 
was weighted toward a definite change in direction from that of Mr* 
Welch. 

1. To go around the older experienced members. Qu estion? Who 
among us hasn't gained much insight from more seasoned mem- 
bers? One of the great thihgs about the JBS has always been 
the fact that men and women of all ages pitched into the bat- 
tle (with little or no regard for any difference in either age 
or experience) 

2 , Insulate , i solate and educate new members and try to keep them 
from any association with old members. 

3, Make new members "chapter leade^rs" and build new chapters a- 
round them, resulting in the Inexperienced New John Birch Soc- 
iety and the New Bircher, 

4, Begin on a hard line of demanding (rather dictatorial)^ educa- 
tion (or re-education), where older, experienced members will 
have no input . 

5- Get new leads by having members hand out the "Birch Calling 
Cards" and all leads will be handled exclusively by Coordina - 
tors with little or no association with old members. 



6. 



Gradually decrease emphasis on Conspiracy (CFR, Trilateralists , 
etc • ) as is already noticeable in The New American and the Oct* 
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In my opinion i the isolation and insulation of new members from old 
members would bring about a situation where 'leftists' could actually 
become "chapter leaders** in the JBS. I personally believe this could 
already have happened in Pa. 

f« Have older, experienced members lose heart in the battle and 
just drop out. . .resulting in a lack of financial contributions 
and possible economic failure of our organization. 

I personally hope and pray that my impressions of the past year are 
wrong- but to ease my deep concerns about the course our Society is 
taking, I would like some honest and true answers to the following 
questions : 

1, What are the true facts regarding Mr* Barker, Navidyne and 
Sperry? 



2. Why did Tom Hill and Clifford Barker oppose giving Rep. Larry 
McDonald any more than a mere "figurehead" status as Chairman 
of The John Birch Society? 

3. Why did Marion Probert Welch resign her position frort both A* 0. 
and TROTN with the words, "I shall continue to abide by the 
long-range program as outlined by my husband, Robert Welch." 

4. What ware the real reasons behind the resignations' of Win, H. 
Cies and Thomas Parker, M. D- from the Council? 

5. How could Jeffrey St. John 

a. on Sept, 6, 19 84, talk about "those crazy Birchers" on 
KQV Pittsburgh then 

b. join the JBS in Sept. 1985 (See TROTN Sept. 18, 1965 
interview) 

c. continue on his meteoric rise by becoming the Editor of 
. the only magazine of the John Birch Society at the same 

time (Sept. 1985)? 

6. Were Clif Barker's trips (or trip) behind the Iron Curtain made 

as a fact-finder^ or were they made on behalf of Navidyne Corp. for 
Aid and Trade purposes? 

7. What has happened to our adherence to the principles as set 
forth by Mr. Welch? 

8. Why did top former JBS writers like Gary Allen, John Rees 
and Elise Clark feel compelled to send the enclosed letters? 

9* Why is the Conspiracy being phased out (actually snuffed out 
in "The New American?" 
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What has happened to our very essential "Support Your Local 
Police Committee?" 



11 



Just who is3bdUiLJf*. Shams and, most importantly, why wasn't 
a thorough Security check done on him before sending him on 
a tour throughout the United States {under the top anti-com- 
munist organization in the nation)? For personal security 
protection alone, we Birchers deserve more intelligent treat- 
ment! Additionally, what would happen to our credibility if 
the liberal news media revealed Shams to be a Communist while 
on a speaking tour for the JBS? It would amount to a tre- 
mej;idous loss to our credibility! 

12, Why Wa'^ the abrupt 'departure* of American Opinion , The Re- 
view of n?.he News, and the 25 year, top Americanist Editor 
an^^JBS spokesman, Scott Stanley, handled with such audacity? 
Witb a fen brief lines, all three were handily dismissed! 
Many of us have grown up with American Opinion and TROTN ; 

we We been enobled with not only Scott Stanley *s words of 
wisdom, hut with his unique powers of oratory which have 
helped thousands in this battle by providing them with addi- 
tional inspiration. Who among us was not visibly touched by 
his speeches at both the Larry McDonald Memorial service and 
our 25th Anniversary Celebration at Indianapolis? 

13, Wouldn't intelligent leadership at the helm recognize that 
the abrupt 'dismissal 'of A.O, , TROTN, and Scott Stanley were 
bound to do irreparable damage to the Society? Since it is 
a well-known fact that Birchers are 'an army of truth,' and 
that soldiers in any battle develop a certain 'bonding' in 
the trenches between other courageous soldiers, isn't it a 
natural occurrence that a loyalty developes? And speaking 

of our former editor, wasn't it odd that immediately following 
the KAL 0 07 tragedy, he was asked NOT to attend further 
Council meetings? 

Mr, Welch wrote in The Road To Salesmanship : "The first principle 
is the copybook maxim which might be expected, Tell the truth." 
On page 2 3 of this same book he wrote, "a man ' s success depends 
so much on the confidence which other men may have in what he 
tells them." I end this with another quote from dear Mr. Welch. 
His last sentence of The Politician reads: 

"And if this history contains facts that are unpleasant and dis- 
turbing to both the reader and myself, that is the fault of 
those who made the history, not of him who wrote it," 




Charles A- Pro van, M. D. 
(412) 751-8310 



Gary Worth 
P. 0. Box 7999 
T^lor. Tcxiu^ 7S711 
Ditt;0iflber ':iO, 1905 



Cliff Barker 
American Opinion 
595 Concord 
Belmont, MA 01278 

Dear Mr- Barker: 

I note from Mr. Hunn's enclosure that you are photocopying 
my previous private letter to you and passing It around. Thla 
Illustrates the way you run the JES; private communications 
become public documents, while public documents ( AMERICAH 
OPINION , REVIEW OF THE NEV/3 ) become private memories. 

For some reason, I'm led to vrite you another letter- It is 
probably wasted ink. This time I give you permission to pass my 
letter around. I hope you do. 

The JB3 is dead. You killed it. Or maybe it was dead 
anyway, and you are simply the undertaker. Perhaps you can do 
something in these last few weeks to leave something positive 
behind. It depends upon your moral character. But the JBS is 
gone* You will either be remembered as the faceless bureaucrat 
who killed it (yes, even If Tom Hill is an unindlcted co-* 
conspirator), or else the man who at least left something behind 
for others to use in producing a replacement- 

You can, of course, tell a tiny handful of remaining 
supporters that everything is "Jes' fine" at the JBS* "Never 
better!" That's the feedback I got from a half dozen of my 
eubacrlbere* I want to call your bluff. Cliff. The game Is just 
tibuu L K/ver* The ninth inning is in progress ^ and you* re behind 
20 to 2. 

When Mrs* Welch's letter hits the members next week, you 
will find it difficult to raise enough money to pay the light 
bill, let alone pay for the next issue of THE HEW AMERICAN . Mrs. 
Welch's letter will finish off whatever remains. 

You aro apparently trying to play that most popular game 
among failed bureaucrats, *'find the scapegoat." I have become 
one of them. Well, you won't have Gary North to kick around much 
longer. You vlll have to take on Mrs. Welch. Want to try that 
one? "That Marian Welch, she was never really dedicated to the 
JBS. No, sir, she was secretly a Commie plant. Furthermore, she 
owned Chase Manhattan stock* She's acting just like Bill 
Buckley. She's just a nattering nabob of negativism. Etc., 
etc." No, Cliff p that one won^t play in Peoria, Neither will 

1 1 111 ! 
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the tried and true, "Poor Mrs, Welch; she's aenlle!" routine* 
Her letter will allow the JBS to receive a decent burial, and 
thereby kill off the parasites who are desperately clinging to 
the cadaver. Your game is just about over* 

What the history of the JBS llluat rates la that an 
organization cannot continue to thrive If it loaes its original 
vision, unless It finds an even more powerful vision. But 
bureaucrats are vlslonleos folks, and they will kill off anything 
that is weak. At best^ they can stabilise a living organism; if 
it Is dying, they will suck It dry. That* a what your staff did. 

Incredibly, a few of the faithful still hang on, pretending 
that nothing has changed, pretending that 25 years of effort 
cannot be overcome in three years by a staff full of certifiable 
incompetents » But It can happen. It happens all the time. When 
THE NEW AMERICAN stops arriving for three weeks or a month, the 
cadaver will at last begin to stink- ^'Let^a pretend" is a game 
for children. It cannot put money in the bank account forever - 

The fact is, the bureaucratic game of "let's do the safe 
thing," meaning the centrally directed thing, Invariably produces 
bankruptcy. The JBS has not created a new program In years- The 
Belmont bureaucracy strangled everything. This Is why MacDonald 
was determined to replace you. I think that If he had returned 
from Korea and had gone ahead with his plans to fire you and Hill 
and your underlings, the JBS would have survived. At least it 
would have had a chance to survive. But he never came back- 

I have noticed that the JBS under your direction has done 
nothing to help Kathie MacDonald in her fight against the ACLU. 
I notice also that THE NEW AMERICAN has not run a single article 
on the Conspiracy since its Inception, I think others have also 
noticed. That's why It won't survive the winter of '86. Without 
Otto Scott, THE NEW AMERICAN has now become a threat to anyone 
who reads it while smoking in bed. If this was your doing, 
you're suicidal. If it wasn't, you had better override Mr. St. 
John's editorial decision to drop him and get him back, pronto* 
Let hira edit THE NEW AMERICAN . 

Are you promoting Larry Abraham's CALL IT CONSPIRACY ? Have 
you recommended It to American Opinion bookstores'? Of course 
not. Ho more talk about the Conspiracy In the hallo of Belmont! 
You have silently tossed away 20 years of JBS research and 
publishing, and have modeled the "new JBS" on some defunct 1957 
anti-Communist discussion group* That won't play in Peoria, 
either. You can fool a few of the long-term supporters some of 
the time, but you can't fool, them forever. 

I don't think you can fool thera through next April* 



♦ 
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When an organization which has called forth years of 
eacrlfice and dedication from Ita supporters finally goes the way 
of all flesh, a few of those who poured their lives Into It find 
it Impossible psychologically to admit that their institutional 
dream has been shattered. You can keep their support for a 
while- But eventually the demise of the organization 
demonstrates what the critics had said was in fact true. This 
does precious little good for the critics, who are resented in 
retrospect even when their predictions prove true, but It doesn't 
help the clerks who oversaw the organla^ation' a demise. 

You can always compare your critics with Mr^ Welch's former 
critics, but there are fundamental differences: Mr- Welch had a 
competent staff beneath him, an army of followers behind him, and 
Mrs- Welch at hia aide- What do you have? Tom Hill. 

You have lost Gary Allen, Scott Stanley, John Rees, Susan 
Huck, Bi^^ Hdatr, and Alan Stang. Then, just to make the 
devastation total, you failed to keep Hedford Evans. Yet you and 
your staff pretend that this hasn't gutted the JBS, throat to 
groin. I You Xbst your entire writing staff, in an organization 
that was (at the end) probably 80^ publishing and 20?t discussion 
group. And you think the world won't know? You think you can 
drive out your writers of 20 years and still meet the payroll? 
Herehey would be better able to abandon chocolate. 

In short, bureaucrats don^t make organizations; they bury 
organizations . 

I have previously kept my real opinions to myself- It is 
unnecessary for me to hang out the dirty washing of the JBS, 
especially since the washerwomen who are In charge are about to 
be exposed as full-time chimney sweeps. Whatever you think my 
one brief paragraph in REHHANT REVIEW accomplished in swamping 
your punctured rowboat, please understand that Mrs. Welch's 
letter dwarfs my puny efforts. T tossed a snowball. Mrs. Welch 
dropped a 20--megaton bomb* 

So do me a favor* Forget about me. I'm not your problem 
any more. Your problem is an empty bank account that Is not 
going to get filled up with subscription money from THE NEW 
AMERICAN . 

If you are an honorable man, you will swallow your pride, 
admit your mistakes, and assist Scott Stanley and the other men 
who built the JBS in their attempt to start something else that 
might work. If you are a dishonorable man, you will continue to 
search for scapegoats, jam up the dispersal of the assets 
(especially the research files), and generally destroy whatever 
Is left of Mr- Welch's work. I hope you are an honorable man. 
It*3 one thing to be a man of limited talents who gets called 
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upon to do raore than he can accomplish; It's another thing to 
destroy the possibility of something new rising from the ashes of 
the carcass. 

Barring your active assistance, Just go away* Soon. You 
fion*t have much time left anyway* Renewal money for THE NEW 
AMERICAN won't be there, even if you can somehow make It to next 
August. Clear out now, while there la still time left to make an 
orderly transltion- 



Sincerely yours. 




m 





I 



Chables a. Fbovan, 

2370 iDglewocd Drive 
McKeesport, PA 15B1 

Feb, 11, 1986 

Mr. A. Clifford Barker 
Chairman, The John Birch Society 
Belmont, Mass. 02178 

Dear Mr, Barker, 

Your response to my letter of 11/25/85 not only did NOT address 
the most important concerns of my letter, but only served to heighten 
my concerns about the direction and purpose of the present top leader- 
ship of the Society, I would therefore encourage you to re-read my 
original letter, Clif^ After stating that an answer to my letter would 
require more time and effort than you could afford, you sent an 8 page 
letter that definitely did NOT touch on the problems surrounding the 
Leadership Conference at Dunham's Bay Lodge, N. Y, on Oct, *9-20 and 
gave less than satisfactory explanations relating to such issues as : 
Abdul Shams? the shameful treatment of Mrs, Robert Welch; The New Ameri - 
can } etc. 

During your main speech at the JBS Parsippany, N, J. Dinner, (11/9/85) 
you twice admonished us. As closely as I can recall, you said, * Birchers, . 
I have a word of advice for you,,, don't take yourselves too seriously!* 
Clif, I do take myself seriously and I take our battle to preserve Western 
Civilization seriously/ therefore, before responding to your letter, rest 
assured that in spite of your not so subtle implications as to 'what' or 
•who' motivated me, my letter was prompted solely by my concern that the 
J, B, has indeed deviated from the principles and purpose of Mr. Robert 
Welch. My concerns (not 'silly charges' as you inferred) are quite obvi- 
ously shared by multitudes of other JBS members ... including Mrs. Robert 
Welch, the wife of our Founder! Any attempts to denigrate or belittle my 
questions are not honest, for I am purposely shining the light on current 
happenings within the Society to force us to review our present status and 
diagnose our present problems. Furthermore, because I am a volunteer in 
this battle for our freedoms, it is a little easier to speak the truth 
more freely. Much more freely than those whose salaries are dependent 
on our organization. 

By the way, Clif, I did address copies of the mailing to Belmont. I 
did not send it out for the simple reason that our Major Coordinator, Tom 
Parsley, was already visiting Chapter Leaders throughout the area with a 
copy of my letter. Since it was obvious he had obtained it from Belmont, 
I felt it would be unnecessary to send any additional copies. My original 
mailing was sent out over a three week period for the simple reason that I 
didn't want to daily overload my mailman (he's been more than patient with 
me and my stacks of incoming and outgoing mail all these years as it is) , 



(1) Your totally unsatisfactory response to my questions about 
the authenticity of Abdul Shams. 



(S) The audacious promotion of Abdul Shams at Parsippany on Nov, 9. 
inunediately following the very serious charges stated in a 
top intelligence report. 

{3) The even more audacious pronouncement that a book by Sham's 
would be our first in a new Candles series! 

(4) Your rather ho-hum answer to my Chapter Leader wife's ques- 
tions about the scrapping of our Support Your Local Police 
Committee and Conspiracy from our list of agenda items! 

(5) The failure of Jack McManus to answer my letter asking whether 
a legal title check had been done before choosing the name 

of our new magazine, The New American . 

(6) The fact that no one from Belmont had the courtesy to return 
our call to Jack McManus ' s office regarding the Pravda Ads 
in our Birch publication, (Previously, all our Belmont calls 
were answered) 

LET'S CORRECT SOME MISCONCEPTIONS 1 



Clif ^ because many employed by Belmont (including our Major Coordina 
tor, Tom Parsley, and our new Western Pa. Coordinator, Steve Nekoiek) are 
currently setting up appointments throughout our area and other areas, 
to discredit my questions and concerns (and using your letter to do so) , 
I felt it necessary to correct some of your misconceptions: 

In my letter of Nov. 25, 1985, I asked the question: 

"^ What were the real reasons behind th e resignations of W* H, Cles 
and Thomas Parker, M,D. from the COUNCIL?" 



Regarding Dr. Parker's resignation, you answered: 



Your attempt to use the resignation of Dr- Thomas Parker as a means 
of throwing doubt on the Society's leadership is particularly cruel, 
iom Parker was one of the earliest members of the COUNCIL and is one 
ot the finest, most principled Christian gentlemen I have ever met, 

ViL 5'^^'' ''Lu's^''^^ 1985, offering to resign from the COUNCIL 

(Attachment ''A") speaks for itself., . 



MISCONCEPTION REGARDIHG DR. P &pvfp'^ P KRTnN&^TQH . 

While you correctly state that "Tom Parker.., is one of the finest, 
most principled Christian gentlemen I have ever met^" and I say, "Amen" 
to that, you then enclosed Dr, Parker's letter of resignation which did 
include some of his reasons for resigning from the Council. While I had 
previously seen a copy of that letter , in the interest of clearing up 
this matter, I am taking the liberty of enclosing Dr. Parker's letter 
to me (see Exhibit j], next page). As you can see from his letter, your 
inference that I was attempting to use his resignation as a 'cruel' 
way to throw doubt on the JRS leadership was totally incorrect! His 
letter also shows you are totally wrong when you say **Mrs. Welch has 
never been treated rudely or improperly by anyone connected with the 
John Birch Society and any implication to the contrary is false and 
malicious . " 
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Regarding W. H. Cies, you answered: 



Bill Cles and the leadership of the Society did not see eye to 
eye on matters for a number of years, long before I became its Chalr^ 
man. The differences on many fronts continued after Mr. Welch's in- 
capacitation. On two occasions Mr. Cies offered me his resignation 
from the Executive Committee. In January, 1985, that resignation was 
accepted. Subsequently, Bill Cies also resigned from the COUNCIL in 
writing, 

MISCONCEPTION REGARDING CIES RESIGNATION ; 

Clif, you and I both know that in spite of your protestations to the 
contrary I Mr. Cies's Council resignation was not as cut and dry as you 
pretend. Mr, Cies is most conscientious and took his Council duties very 
seriously ... speaking out when he felt it necessary. As you well know, 
sometimes top men of this calibre are not often appreciated for their 
honesty. After numerous discussions with other concerned individuals, I 
would say that the word that closest fits the Cies resignation probably 
could be best categorized as.*. he was "resignedl** 

WHAT IS THE TRUTH? 



Clif, I really object to your accusation that I had written a letter 
* under the signature' of my daughter, or that I am engaging in "a gross 
violation of copyright law", mailing out ' homemade 'promotional material! 
You obviously don't know me, Clif; I have never hesitated to sign my name 
to any of my letters. After all these years of calling a spade, a spade., 
I have NO intention of stopping now! Had you taken the trouble to check 
out the origin of that letter, you would have learned you were totally 
wrong. That letter was written by my daughter Diane, in collaboration 
with Don Thomson, a local Chapter Leader {see Exhibit 2&3 Notarized AffidaviW 
By the way, my daughter, Diane, is over 21. Although she is in a wheel- 
chair, because of Cerebral Palsy, she {like all of our children) has a def- 
inite mind of her own, Diane writes poetry and just last year won the 
Golden Quill Award for her work. Please note her enclosed poems, I 
believe they not only show her ability, but also show her deep sense of 
understanding of the very real problem facing us all. Just one more ^ 
thing, Clif, I had never even seen the letter until Diane was mailing 
it out, I told her I didn't agree with the laudatory part about the "New 
American" , After 5 to 10 copies had been sent out, my wife finally read 
it thoroughly and suggested that Diane cut off all names from the letter- 
head, Diane sent the rest of the letters out minus the sponsors from the 
letterhead. 

And speaking of truth, Clif.,, you sat in our livingroom in May of '85, 
encouraging my daughter to sell MORE subscriptions to TROTN.,.all the 
while knowing that magazine changes were being set in motion (in your JBS 
Bulletin of Aug. *85, you admit these changes had been discussed at two 
previous Council Meetings. . .the final meeting making the approved changes 
was held June 15.,. only "after more than a year of study and deliberation - " ) 
Speaking of honesty, Clif, you knew all along that you weren't being truth- 
ful with Diane about your exhortation to promote TROTN sales I 
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While I'm certain neither Diane nor Don Thomson realized there 
was any copyright violation and are sorry for the enclosure, isn't 
it also true that charges cannot be brought unless it can be proved 
that there has been financial benefit (and of course, there was none)? 
For the record, Clif| the published Bulletin picture was originally 
sent to Richard McKinney by me I 



WHAT ABOUT JEFFREY ST, JOHN? 



My question from my Nov. 25, 1985 letter read as follows: 

'' How could Jeffrey St. John 

a. on Sept « 6, talk about "those crazy Btrchers'' on 
KQV Pittsburgh th"in 

b. join the JBS in Sept. 1985 (see TROTN Sept. 18 » 1985 inter - 

c. continue on his meteoric ^Ise by becoming the Editor of 
the only m agazine ot the Joh n Birch Socie ty at the sa me 
time (Sept, 1985) " 

Your answer read; 

*' I don't know what Jeffrey St. John said about "chose crazy Birchers" 
on September 6, 1984, but, given everything else contained in your let- 
ter, I surmise that you have pulled Chat phrase ouC of contexC. Far 
more important, I have come to know Jeffrey St. John very well during 
the past six months. He Is a man of tremendous character and strongly 
held principles, and has spent his entire career fighting for those 
principles in an industry dominated by men who, to say the least, hold 
views diametrically opposed to his* " 

WHAT IS THE TRUTH ? 

Clif , undoubtedly Jeffrey St, John has added much to the battle 
from some of his many commentaries, etc* He !£ a Libertarian of strongly 
held views, but from his comments on KQV radio (Pgh.) alone during this 
past year on such topics as Joe McCarthy and pornography, he definitely 
lacks a Birch understanding of the subjects. In addition, he is NOT a 
* hands on' Editor, so necessary to our publication; both he and his wif e, 
V Kathryn Boggs, an Associate Editor continue to reside in RandolplT, Va. 

His numerous comments were much less than we members have come to expect 
from our leadership. For further proof, let me quote Mr. St. John from 
my audio tapes. Lest you accuse me of taking something out of context. #* 
this is verbatim; 

A. KQV, Pittsburgh (18 Dec. 1985, shortly after 7 P. M J 

(Host) Doug Hoerth: (after perfunctory statements regarding their mutual 

Libertarian status and the fact that they had worked together years 
before in Wash*, D. C.) 

•"Now you yourself are not a member of the John Birch Society?" 

Jeffrey St. John; "Wo^" 

Doug Hoerth: "You're not a member of anything?" 

Jeffrey St. John: "Not if I can help it." 
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THEN.,,, 

KQV Pittsburgh (6 Jan> 1986, around 8 P,M.) 

Host Doug Hoerth: "Where do you, Jeffrey St. Johni disagree with 

the John Birch Society?" 

don't think I disagree with anything they say." 



"Well, O.K., why aren't you a member?" 
"Well, you've been saying that I'm not a member." 
"Are you?" 

"Oh. sure. " 

"I didn't know that. Last time I spoke with you, 
you were not a member i" 

Thosg two conversations were interesting ^ Clif, for several reasons: 

1. As you well know, members of the JBS don^t get too many requests 
from the secular media for interviews, 

2. St, John was invited back for a 2nd KQV interview JUST 3 weeks 
following his interview of Dec. 18 (in fact, in less than 3 wks. ) 
(which is rather unusual) . 

3. We know positively that the JBS leadership was made aware of 
St, John's falsehood; it's therefore a pretty good guess that 
St. John made a quick call to his old friend Doug Hoerth to 
put him on quickly for a second interview. 

4- The St. John scenario reads as follows: on Sept. 18, 1985 , 

Jeffrey says both he and his wife recently join ed the JBS (see 
The Review of the News, pg. 41); on pec. 18. 1985. St. John 
says he's NOT a member ; on Jan, 6, 1986 ^ st» John says he is^ 
a member 1 Rather confusing since the motto of the JBS is, Truth 
is our only weapon, and Education our only strategy. 

My assumption that St. John obviously DID request a return performance 
is born out by the fact that Hoerth used almost identical questions on both 
programs (his same question on Joe McCarthy was the most noticeable) 1 

Now note my personal conversation with Doug Hoerth that same 

night : 

Doug Hoerth: "He is apparently (a member of the JBS) and X think 

it helped him keep the job (Editor of The New American) < 
and the reason he told me^ off the air, that he took the 
job was because nobody else was hiring him ." 

Now Clif, you state that you *' have come to know Jeffrey St, John 
very well during the past six months. He is a man of tremendous char- 
acter and strongly held principles .." Personally speaking, this does not 
sound li'ke a man of tremendous character and strongly held principles.,, 
especially in the area of the John Birch Society I 



J. St* John: 

Doug Hoerth: 
St. John: 
Hoerth; 
St, John: 
Hoerth: 



AND MORE TRUTH . . , 

Your answer to my question, JUST WHO 15 ABDUL H. SHAMS ? is not 
satisfactory! You state, "Dr. Provan, you ace well aware just how much 
effort went into our follow-up of your letter of Sept. 10, 1985." No, 
Clif, I am not aware of any intense effort* I AM aware of the fact that 
you contacted former 'pharmaceutical companies' and 'former officials in 
the Chamber of Commerce of Afghanistan. * I am also aware that you and 
your staff lightly dismiss the Sham's Intelligence Print-out as 'unsigned 
commentary' and 'contains a good deal of confusion and error.' Once again, 
Clif, what confusion and what errors? Specifically^ isn't it true that, 
after reading the print-out, DIDN'T SHAMS CHANGE HIS STORY ABOUT OR, ABDUL 
ZAHIR? SHAMS ADMITTED ZAHIR WASN'T HIS UNCLE. Further, since it is a 
known fact that Moslems from the nation of Afghanistan NEVER refer to 
friends, neighbors, or mere acquaintances as 'brother', 'uncle', etc. 
(as in Afghanistan, your family is your social status and taken very seri- 
ously) isn't it most interest ing~that SHAM'S has called myself and others, 
"BROTHER! " 

Herb Joiner's letter stated, "..we are completely satisfied as to 
the integrity of Mr. Abdul Shams." Doesn't adman's integrity have every- 
thing to do with his honesty? Clif, you stated in your letter to me that 
"I can only conclude that you, or those under whose influence you have 
fallen, disapprove of what his speaking tours have accomplished in awakening 
thousands of Americans," Clif, I've never disputed that fact that the 
man probably can give a stirring speech, but have we really reached the 
point where the end justifies the means? Let ' s face it, I'm certain Liz 
Taylor could give a stirring speech as Joan of Arc, but that wouldn't make 
her authentic! 

AND MORE. . . 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE/ABDUL SHAMS: 

There are 16 Russian soldiers who have defected in Afghanistan. Four 
of them are in the USA. One of them, Nikolai Movchan, was in Pittsburgh 
speaking through an interpreter named Ludmilla Thorne on April 25, 1985. 
One of my Chapter Leaders, Kathryn Murcek, wrote to Ludmilla Thorne when 
the Abdul Shams situation arose. Kathryn asked her to check out Abdul Shams, 
Ludmilla Thorne called Kathryn and made the following comments regarding 
Shams (see Exhibit^, notarized affidavit). Also, Clif, while speaking 
in California, it is my understanding you were approached by a Bircher 
who told yon about a former Kabul prosecutor (now living in CA.) who had 
read the Sham's print-out and said it was 'basically true.' He further 
said Sham's was under investigation in Kabul. Mr. Barker, when you were 
told this information you said, "We'll look into that." Did you? 

While on the subject, Chuck Armour's statement regarding Shams in 
Parsippany, N. J., "If Shams is a KGB agent, I hope they send us more 
defies comment I In light of all of the above information, the fact that 
the John Birch Society is continuing their plan to publish the Sham's 
book as the first in the new Candle's series, is mind-boggling! 

WHAT ABOUT A LEGAL TITLE CHECK ? 

Once again, Clif, you didn't answer my question as to why you didn't 
do a legal title check before choosing the name, " The New American ?" 
(which^ by the way, has always been a term used for new immigrants) , You 
state, "We did in fact do our homework very thoroughly before choosing the 
title for our new magazine..." If you did, Clif, why did you proceed to 



7 



saddle our patriotic magazine with a name currently used by a socialist 
group {the Social Democrats) and a Russia;) Language publication (6o Grand 
St., Jersey City, N. J. 07302)? Why run the risk of confusion in the 
minds of intelligence organizations? Surely there were other more appropri- 
ate titles available. 

Clif / you missed the point entirely in your reference to my concern 
about NAVIDYNE AND SPERRY : 

The impression given the membership of the JBS Bulletin for June of 
1985 was that you were making a great sacrifice in assuming the Chairman- 
ship of the Society; however, the article from the Richmond Times-Dispatch 
gave another impression altogether ... the fact that you had been ousted 
from Navidyne indicated that altruism may not have been your only consid- 
eration in heading the JBS» -^i >: 

Your answer to my question, "WHY DID TOM HILL AND CLIFFORD BARKER 
OPPOSE GIVING REP, LARRY MCDONALD ANY MORE THAN A MERE ' FIGUREHEAD ' STATUS 
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY?" . . .was no real answer at all! 
You said, "This is sheer nonsense." 



LET'S GET OUR FACTS STRAIGHT REGARDING THE MARION PROBERT WELCH RESIGNATION! 



In reference to my question, ''WHY DID MARION PROBERT WELCH RESIGN 
HER POSITION FROM BOTH A.O. AND TROTN WITH THE WORDS, "I SHALL CONTINUE 
TO ABIDE BY THE LONG-RANGE PROGRAM AS OUTLINED BY MY HUSBAND, ROBT. WELCH?" 

Clif, while your answer was geared to placate those who have not dis- 
cussed Mrs. Welch's resignation with her, it does nothing to change the 
true facts I In fact, Mrs. Welch's response to your answer in this parti- 
cular section was to the point, "That's incredible*" 

1, She was very upset with your statement, "In fact, THOSE WHO KNOW 
HER WELL ARK AWARE THAT SHE OFTEN DISAGREED QUITE OUTSPOKENLY WITH ITS 
PRIOR MANAGEMENT, HER OWN HUSBAND." So upset, THAT SHE POINTED IT OUT 

TO YOU IN A TELEPHONE CONSERVATION (AS YOU ARE WELL- AWARE) ! 

2, She was also upset enough to call Mr. Tom Parsley, Major Coordi- 
nator, to correct untruths in his statements regarding; 

a. His statement that The New American was under the Robert 
Welch Estate. 

b« That Mr, Welch had sold the copyright to The Blue Book 

and The Politician in 1975 for $50,000 and it was paid in 
1977. 

c» That Mrs. Welch still gets royalties and they are being 
held in Escrow until the Welch Estate is settled* What 
settlement? (these a. through c. accounts were told to 
two top Chapter Leaders in our area) 

3, Your description of the facts surrounding the payment of Mr. 
Welch's hospitalization and subseauent stay in the Winchester Con- 
valescent and Nursing Home make it sound very magnanimous on your part. 

It is true that the JBS absorbed the cost of Mr. Welch's stay in the 
Winchester Convalescent and Nursing home, but as you stated, it was 
only AFTER Mr. Welch's son contacted Tom Hill. It is also true that 
the JBS paid nothing for Mr. Welch's hospital stay which was well 
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over a month* The final amount paid toward his nursing home care 
was under $4 0,000. When you consider the fact that Mr. Welch never 
took a dime in salary from the Society during his 26 year tenure, 
and when you also consider the fact that (1) there would have been 
no society without his excellent leader ship, and (2) everyone connect- 
ed in a working capacity with the JBS was actually there because 
of him, the final figure doesn't sound too exhorbitant and rounds 
out somewhere in the vicinity of about $1,538 per each of the 26 
years spent working on our behalf. 



4, Your statement that "Mrs. Welch has never been treated rudely 
or improperly by anyone connected with the John Birch Society 
and any implication to the contrary is false and malicious." 

Clif , while I will always feel that Jack McManus was a superb Public 
Relations head for the J. B. S, and I have long had nothing but admiration 
for his excellent Birch Logs, those who know Mrs* Welch best, KNOVJ she 
still hasn't gotten over Jack McManus ' s remarks to her several days after 
her husband *s death 1 

5. A further direct insult took place when Mrs* Robert Welch wasn't 
even consulted regarding the Memorial Service for her husband 1 

Clif, considering the many years of devoted service given by Mrs* 
Robert Welch, the dear wife of our Founder and Chairman {she often 
was found working even on Saturdays) I would have to honestly conclude 
that your treatment of her certainly leaves much to be desired in the 
area of genuine friendship and kindness" 

7. " What has happened to our adherence to the principles as set forth 
by Mr, Welch? ^^ YOU SAY: 

I can only assure you that a strict adherence to the principles 
sec forth by Robert Welch has been the single paramount consideration 
In determining all of my actions as Chairman- It would appear that, 
at least in your eyes, I have failed miserably in this. " 

LET'S SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT! 

In all honesty, Clif... if you were strictly adhering to the princi- 
ples set forth by Mr. Robert Welch, you would find people like Mrs. Welch, 
myself, Gary North and others leading the cheering section. The disap- 
pearance of such things as American Opinion magazine, The Review of the 
News, top Conspiratorial writers like Alan Stang, Gary Allen, etc, a top 
Editor like Scott Stanley (not to mention our top orator)/ the wife of our 
Founder, our Support Your Local Police Committees and Conspiracy from our 
Agenda have done much to derail our organization AND Mr. Welch's original 
intenti Speaking of the Support Your Local Police Committees in explain- 
ing your removal of this most important Committee, you said that 'blank lis 
ings' under temporary agenda were added so that reports could STILL be made 
While it's true that longtime members would remember to add them, HOW COULD 
NEW MEMBERS (WHO NEVER HEARD OF THEM) RECOGNIZE THEIR IMPORTANCE? Recent 
cries for 'Civilian Review Boards' throughout the Nation make these Commit- 
tees even more important! 

I ASKED: ' ' 

" ^hy is the Conspiracy beinn p hased out (actually snuffed out in 
Ihe New American? ^^J answfc^ " 
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Once again, CI if, you haven •t answered my question. I have yet to 
have read any definitive article with documented information on the Con- 
spiracy in The New American (as of the date this response is written),* 
by Conspiracy, I am referring to articles on The Insiders, the Council 
on Foreign Relations, the Trilateralist Commission or The New World Order, 
Hopefully, this serious omission will be rectified in the not so distant 
future. Until then, it is obvious that n>any others share my concerns 
about the noticeable 'Conspiracy-New World Order' omissions (enclosed 
letter by top author, Gary North also expresses this concern). Also, 
I recently received a call from a young Bircher from a different section 
of the country who stated his Coordinator recently told them they were 
to downplay the Conspiracy 1 Additionally, several weeks ago we tried 
to order "Conspiracy* packets and articles from Belmont and we were 
told none was available. except for the McManus "Insider" book* 

AS A MATTER OP PRINCIPLE, 

Clif, it is very upsetting to learn from numerous longtime Birchers 
that our Major Coordinator, Tom Parsley and others are engaging in some 
very serious and false ' innuendo 'concerning numerous people: 

1. Scott Stanley . He's been Hagged' : *hard to get along with' ... 

If that were the case why didn't all those writers' like Alan 
Stang, Gary Allen, Sue Huck, John Rees, etc. just say, "Good 
riddance'* when he left and continue to work for Belmont? 

Scott has also been tagged, 'a reclusei ' 

To this charge, Mrs. Welch said, "Nonsense! Scott has always 
had lots of fr lends i" 

It has also been insinuated that there is NO JOHN BRENNAN . . . 

that Scott Stanley has written under that pseudonym in Ajneri- 

can Opinion all tnese years presumably for the extra money! 

In his Dec. 20, 1985 letter to me, Richmond Weathers, Jr., 

JBS Natl . Representative further confirmed this implication 

when he wrote "John Rees, John Brennan-Scott Stanley and others, " 



JUST FOR THE RECORD, CLIF, John Brennan DOES EXIST! He can 
be reached by writing to; 

Mr. John Brennan 

70 Dwinell St» 

W. Roxbury, Mass. 02132 



ADDITIONAL FALSE INNUENDO HAS BEEN CIRCULATED BY TOM PARSLEY AND 
OTHERS CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING: 

2- ^rs . Robert Welch . Because Mrs. Welch is an older citizen, it 
has been inferred by tone of voice, that she is no longer cap 
able of discernment I While those aren't the exact words, the 
definite implication is there! 



» . I III... 

3. Our daughter , Diane . I've just learned that Tom Parsley (our 
Major Coordinator) has been going around the area asking another 
very interesting question relating to our daughter AND to the 
fact that she is handicapped and in a wheelchair. Bearing in 
mind, Clif, that your letter accused me of writing the letter 
that she and Don Thomson wrote, Tom Parsley^ s subtle question 

to Birchers obviously carries with it certain implications! 
Tom quietly states, "Have you ever met Diane Provan?"... 

The inference is all TOO obvious, Clif,and I personally feel 
that Tom Parsley is stooping to an all-time low in his pointed 
insinuations I Just because a person is handicapped and in a 
wheelchair DOES NOT mean she/he is lacking in intelligence! 
Anyone who has ever conversed with Diane knows that she has 
intelligence, personality, a sharp political sense, and a great 
sense of humor ! She also has a sense of loyalty to those who 
have befriended her and a great big heart! From a Christian, 
from a medical, and from a personal viewpoint, my family and 
I very much resent Tom's insinuations I 

4 . Gary Alien . It's been inferred that since Gary Allen^s illness 
he just hasn't been doing his own writing I 

Gary was very ill for a while and even though he now frequently 
makes use of the Dialysis machine, you can rest assured that 
Gary IS DEFINITELY doing his own writing I He has NOT retired 
from the battle 1 

REGARDING YOUR REMARKS ABOUT SCOTT STANLEY. FORMER EDITOR OF AMERICAN OPIN- 
ION AND THE REVIEW OF THE NEWS! 



In my opinion (and in the opinion of others), Mrs. Welch would cer- 
tainly have been in a much better position than anyone else to KNOW THE 
TRUE FEELINGS of her husband regarding Scott Stanley and his work 

as Editor of American Opinion and The Review of the New3. Mr. Welch* s 
many letters to the former Editor of AO and the ROTN confirm Mr. Welch's 
confidence in Mr. Stanley. Had Mr. Welch been dissatisfied with Scott, 
he would have undoubtedly expressed his dissatisfaction with a dismissal 
slip. Over a twenty-five years period, they undoubtedly had a few dif- 
ferences of opinions, but quite frankly, a quarter of a Century working 
relationship says something of their loyalty to one another! For the 
record, a number of years ago when my family and I visited Mr. Welch 
in his Belmont office, our Founder referred to Scott Stanley as not 
only the nation* s top Editor, but it's top orator as well I His enthus- 
iasm certainly gave every indication of his complete sincerity! 

Clif , I challenge you to show proof that Mr. Welch was "concerned" 
about the inappropriate sarcasm and cynical journalism that was creeping 
into the American Opinion twenty years ago I There is a plentiful supply 
of evidence to the contrary regarding Mr* Welch's admiration of our form- 
er Editor, 

While you were correct in stating that Mr, Stanley did attend our 
25th Anniversary Celebration in Indianapolis and two additional Council 
Meetings, your statement that "All top staff members of the Society were 
told after the Florida meeting that the Society had to cut back on trav- 
eling expenses and could not afford to pay their way to those affairs^" 
indicates you are playing with wordsl You say 'all top staff members*... 
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please be specific, Clif 1 Who, outside of Scott, received a letter? 
Isn't it true that outside of Mr. Welch, Scott Stanley and Tom Hill were 
the ONLY ones that always attended Council Meetings* When Jack McManus 
came on board, he too attended the Council Meetings* Since Scott's let- 
ter of * uninviting him' was curtly written by Jack McManus, isn't it safe 
to assume he was the only one to receive such a letter? By the way, isn't 
it also true that the reason Scott had been invited all those years was be 
cause Mr. Welch wanted him there to discuss advertisements, contracts, etc 
with prospective customers for both JBS magazines! It probably also fol- 
lows that when you decided to phase both magazines out, you felt there 
was no need for his services. 'iViJ * M lU 'i '■ 

In my estimation Clif, you were just too hasty in your dismissal of 
our longtime Editor, Scott Stanley, Because your audacity also cost us 
the loss of such great writers as Gary Allen, Alan Stang, Sue Huck, Jim 
Graves, Bill Hoar, Elise Clark, Stephen Cole, Medford Evans, John Rees, 
and Marion Welch, it becomes even more mysterious! 



/ijM I ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTION ; 

" Why did the top JBS writers like Gary Allen, John Rees and Ellse 
Clark~Feel compelled to send the enclosed let ters T' 

YOU ANSWERED: 

We cannot assign motives to others. However, I would venture to 
guess that to understand the motives of these three people would be 
to better understand what motivated you to do what you have done- 



Your answer is amusing, Clif. On one hand you say, "We cannot as- 
sign motives to others'*, yet in the next statement you proceed to assign 
my motivation to the above three people! That's incredible 1 I've always 
had a mind of my own, Cliff, and as long as the Lord gives me a discern- 
ing mind, I'll continue to do so. 

While I'm certain Gary Allen, John Rees, and Elise Clark can speak 
for themselves, I found your attached Memo {"B") (written by you for the 
personnel folder of Elise W. Clark) very interesting! Your line states, 
"This will confirm that subject letter contains misstatements of fact re- 
garding my comments to Ms. Clark." And again later, "I told Ms . Clark..,** 
Because of our longtime^attle against the fraudulent feminist-promoted 
so-called Equal Rights Amendment, your use of the ' feminist ' -coined term, 
"Ms . " is definitely a real 'turn-off, not only in my family, but in all 
knowledgeable Birch circles, 

THE NEW AMERICAN 

Clif, your answer to my question regarding the Pravda ads was as 
follows : 

''An English translation of Pravda selling for 630 dollars a year 
could hardly be considered dangerous propaganda. The Communists get 
their propaganda across In far more effective ways In the United 
States thrpuglfD f:,he disinformation and misinformation which pervades 
the national news media. You should know Chat by now. On the other 
hand, an English translation of the official newspaper of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union could be of great interest to sCu^ 
dents of the Communist Conspiracy. Therefore an advertisement for 
this translation in our maRazine is hardly a "leftist ad."" 
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Clif, please give that last sentence of yours some additional thought! 
The fact that Soviet lies and propaganda are written in English surely 
doesn't transform a Pravda Ad into a 'rightwing' ad? Soviet propaganda 
(for $630 dollars a year or $5 a year) whether in Russian or English is 
STILL 'leftist! And by the way, the publication of this ad was still in 
direct opposition to the philosophy of Mr. Welch who had an absolute 
policy of never publishing leftist ads in our publications! The fact that 
it WAS a leftist ad was born out by the fact that one of it's listed pro- 
moters (Pg* 44, Oct, 7 TMA) , Sen. Rudy Boschwitz, was also listed as the 
top endorser of the Senate Pro-Genocide letter to Pres. Reagan (see JBS 
Bulletin, Pg. 16, Nov. 85) i As I stated before, while we did publish the 
Communist Manifesto, it is important to remember we did NOT DO SO until we 
had added a preface that gave a full explanation of the evils of Marxism. 
In fact, Clif»..if you recall, one of our biggest differences with another 
publ icat ion , , ♦ was the fact that that publication took advertisements for 
Socialist books , 



Clif, you didn't even mention mv most important enclosure... 

AND BIGGEST QUESTION OF ALLM 
THE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AT DUNHAM'S BAY LODGE, NEW YORK on 
Oct. 19-20, 1985, 

The most important omission in your letter to me concerned the drasti 
changes in the JBS structure regarding: new members; the isolation and in 
sulation of old members from new members (confirmed by calls from members 
throughout the nation since receipt of my letter); the 'new version' of 
the monolithic structure; and the attacks on other anti-communists and con 
servative organizations. These items, more than any other, were fundament 
al to Mr, Welch's philosophy, which once again, prompted Mrs. Welch to 
write, "It has become apparent to me that the present program of the John 
Birch Society has departed from it's basic principles.** 

I urge you to re-read my concerns about the Leadership Conference , 
Clif, and see if you don't agree with my estimation that we do have a 
major problem! 

My wife and I were invited to attend this Conference, however 
she was unable to be there due to her father's death a week or so 
before the event. The Conference began on Saturday; it ran from 
8 A.M. to 11 P.M. It concluded on Sunday, running from 8 A.M. til 
2 P.M. (I should mention that I have been a Chapter Leader first, 
then a Section Leader for a total of 21 years and my wife a Chapter 
Leader for abrmt 17 years) , One of my Chapter Leaders and his wife 
also attended {Don and Carolyn Thomson), Other than the Thomsons, 
the JBS Staff of 7, and Council Member, Bill Busch, I don't remember 
having seen any of the other participants. Out of the total 35 to 
40 in attendance , most were relatively new members. I assumed this 
to be the case because of the response given Mr. Chuck Armour's pre- 
sentation of "Overview.** There were even gasps of surprise when the 
picture of Mr. Welch was shov^Ti at age 16 graduating from college. 
Many there bought stacks of books; it appeared they had never seen 
the books before. Mr. Armour's presentation was extremely well re- 
ceived . 

My observations fell into the following categories. I shall 
qiaote^to the best of my recollection^ some of the disturbing com- 
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ments (I ordered tapes of the event but they haven't as yet arrived).* 
A, Chapters, Chapter Leaders and Coordinators were told: 

1, "Keep new members out of old chapters," 

2, •We^re going to make chapter leaders out of new members and 
build new chapters around them." 

3. "Coordinators will be 'married' to new members. " 

4, ■'Coordinators will work agg-ressively with new chapters*" 

5. "Don*t discuss problems with chapter members. Take your 
problems to your leaders'* 

6, "Old members are NOT ALLOWED to ask questions at JBS pre- 
sentations. ONLY the Coordinator will speak." 

7. "Coordinators will NO LONGER be errand boys for chapter 
members." (I saw graphic evidence of this just 2 days after 
I returned. Our new Coordinator refused to pick up a con- 
signment of books from our AO Bookstore after my wife (who 
was really on a hectic schedule) and my daughter (in a wheel- 
chair) had worked to price them and get them together for 

a speech (which the Coordinator was going to attend) . The 
Birchers sponsoring the speech had called several weeks pre- 
vious to request this service! This was demoralizing to both 
the sponsor and my wife and daughter. 

8. "Be a strong leader. Attempt to challenge everyone. Demand, 
demand , demand 1 " 

B. ATTACKS ON OTHER ANTI -COMMUNIST INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS: 

1. Singlaub - ^'money wasted,*" *'He doesn't believe in the Con- 
spiracy theory 1 " (neither does Jeffrey St. John, KQV Pgh. 
9/6/64} The hypocritical use of the General Singlaub inter** 
view in The New American (11/11/85) in light of these state- 
ments is shameful I 

2. Pat Robertson -'*He didn't allow Avraham Shifrin to mention 
the JBS* 

3. Jerry Fa 1 we 11 - this was a very forceful attack, acc using 
Falwell of, "He didn't pay Kathy McDonald the money he raised 
for her," (rather hypocritical because rumors from certain 
members of leadership regarding Kathy have been in very poor 
taste; also^ rumors about trying to remove her name from the 
Larry McDonald Crusade were equally disturbing!) 

4. "Don't support #2, just | onel** 

ITEM: Mr, Welch on page 106 of the Blue Book, speaking of other 
anti-communist organizations and individuals - - "They almost cer- 
tainly are dedicated patriots who deserve our gratitude and our 
praise* And I not only wish for them and their organization all 
possible success, but will help in any way I can towards increasing 
their effectiveness, " 



C. REGARDING THE MONOLITHIC STRUCTURE OP THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY: 

1. "We must have this monolithic structure SO MANAGEMENT CAN 

MAKE DECISIONS AND SEND THEM DOWN TO THE NEW MEMBERS 1" 
(See Pages 146-149 of the Blue Book. This is absolutely con- 
trary to Mr. Welch's philosophy! Note Mr* Welch discusses the 
monolithic structure in order to stop "infiltration, distortion, 
and disruption" and "Otherwise Communist infiltrators could bog 
us down in interminable disagreements, schisms, and feuds before 

we ever became seriously effective," 
D* The New American 

1. *the finest news magazine in America" (after only 3 issues?) 

E. OM|SpIONS:-^ 

1, Support Your Local Police and Conspiracy. 

When I asked Charlie Everett about them he said, "Aren't they 

there?" and quickly went to the agenda list. When he saw 
they weren't there he said, "Ask Clif." I replied, **We have 
and Clif wrote back, "Your comments regarding the inclusion of 
SYLP and the Conspiracy are well taken." (end of comment). 
Charlie Everett said, ♦'Oh*" 

2. While discussing the availability of reprints, Tom Parsley said, 
"Why not let the Gary Allen's and the Alan Stangs research out 
the facts," (No mention of the fact that these men no longer 
work for us I ) 

3. Prom the portion of the program on running a JBS Presentation: 
"Introduce Robert Welch, John Birch and Clif Barker" 

No mention of Larry McDonald. As a matter of fact, the most 
forceful thing said about Larry was when Charles Everett said, 
" I wouldn ' t give a dime to Larry McDonald's campaign i Politi - 
cians shouldn't get our money. Let him get his mcJriey from the 
Democratic Party . That's what they're for.' This is one of 
my pet peeves . " 

QUESTION? Since when was Larry McDonald a politician? Rep. 
Larry McDonald was a Statesman of the highest order... a tire- 
less and dedicated patriot who literally gave his life for 
our Freedoms I 

P. MONEY PITCH. 

1. Over and over there was an "aggressive" "demand" for extra 
money. »Continuir>g Support Clubs were overly stressed, 

2. "We must get extra money from our members." 

G. The Council and the Executive Committee: 
!• "They are advisory only " 

My Impressions of the New York Leadership Conference: 

In my opinion, the main thrust of the JBS Leadership Conference 
was weighted toward a definite change in direction from that of Mr. 
Welch. 



1, To go around the older experienced members. Question? Who 



is; 

among us hasn't gained much insight from more seasoned mem- 
bers? One of the great thiYigs about the JBS has always been 
the fact that men and women of all ages pitched into the bat- 
tle (with little or no regard for any difference in either age 
or experience) 

2. Insulate, isolate and educate new members and try to keep them 
from any association with old members. 

3. Make new members "chapter leaders" and build new chapters a- 
round them- resulting in the Inexperienced New John Birch Soc- 
iety and the New Bircher. 

4. Begin on a hard line of demanding (rather dictatorial), educa- 
tion (or re-education), where older, experienced members will 
have no input , 

5. Get new leads by having members hand out the "Birch Calling 
Cards" and all leads will be handled exclusively by Coordina- 
tors with little or no association with old members. 

6. Gradually decrease emphasis on Conspiracy (CFR, Trilateralists , 
etc) as is already noticeable in The New American and the Oct. 
Bulletin. 

In my opinion, the isolation and insulation of new members from old 
members would bring about a situation where 'leftists' could actually 
become "chapter leaders" in the JBS* I personally believe this could 
already have happened in Pa. 

7. Have older, experienced members lose heart in the battle and 
just drop out* . .resulting in a lack of financial contributions 
and possible economic failure of our organization* 

Clif, I mentioned earlier in this letter that both our Major Coord ina 
tor, Tom Parsley, and our W* Pa. Coordinator, Steve Nekolek, have been 
visiting Chapter Leaders and Chapters throughout our area. .. specif ically 
going over your answers to my letter of Nov.. 25, 1985, - ^purposely to de- 
bunk my original questions about the Society. Because of this fact, I 
specifically showed Steve Nekolek my letter from Dr. Parker at our last 
TRIM meeting of Jan. 28. I did this to show Steve that I was truthful 
about Dr. Parker's resignation. I told Steve I expected him to inform 
Birch officials about the letter and to correct Clif's answer when going 
over his letter with Birchers. At the same time, I told him that Don Thorn 
son had also corrected him concerning the letter he and Diane had col la be r 
a ted on and that I also expected him to reveal that information when talk- 
ing to Birch members. It was very disappointing to learn that the VERY 
next morning, Steve was mailing Clif's letter to Birch members. . .all the 
while knowing that the information he was mailing was NOT true (I received 
a call from a member who noted the Jan* 29 date of mailing). He has also 
gone over the letter with JBS members since that date... never mentioning 
the corrections he definitely KNEW about. What happened to our motto... 
"Truth is our only weapon?** 

By the way, Clif, Mr. Tony Frattone still hasn't gotten over his con- 
versation with our current Editor {Jeffrey St. John) at Parsippany when 
St. John said our "Constitution is not worth the paper it's written on,'* 
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Tony's Coordinator told Belmont how unhappy he was over Jeffrey's personal 
remarks and both you and J, St. John called to apologize. Longtime member 
and contributor Frattone was so upset over his and St, John ' s discussion 
that he has even said he'll be glad to testify to this effect 1 

Because I feel these serious matters should be pursued further, I 
have sent a letter under separate cover regarding your invitation to speak 
to the Executive Council, As I stated in my Jan. 27 letter, I feel it is 
most important that this meeting take place before the whole Committee, 
rather than just the Executive Committee. 1 will look forward to hearing 
from you, CI if* 



P.S. * Point of updated informationi 

After a phone call was made, I finally did receive my Leadership 
Conference Tapes. After listening to these tapes, CI if, I have a 
question for you. Why was the attack on other national Anti-Commun- 
ists and the remark about Larry McDonald deleted from the tapes? 
Noticeable on the tape (at the exact point of deletion)^ is Cliarlie 
Everett's voice saying: ''Can you turn it off?" (in a Whisper) - 



Sincerely, 




(412) 751-8310 



I 



THOMAS PARKER, M,D. 
Ill aUMKZR 8TB£ET 
CBXENVtLIX iOUTH CAROLDIA 



Dacember 2» 1985 



Charles A. Provan, M,0, 
2370 Ingle wood Dr. 
McKeesport, FA 15131 

Dear Dr* Provan: 



Thank you for your letter with enclosures , It 1« 
obvious that you have looked Into this [natter much tnora closely 
than I have and are nnjch better Informed, 

1 resigned from the Council on August 12, 1963 because 
I did not like the way that Cliff Barker had treated Mrs, Welch 
and Scott Stanley and the staffs which in all ^Irness I thought 
was outrageous « 

As usual there are some other reasons. I will be 76 > 
December 3rd, The first of August I ruptured a chorda tend Inane 
on my mitral valve. This happened during sleep and was a painless 
condition^ but nevertheless has slowed me down quite a blt« 
Because of the changes In my health and my finances, I did not 
think It was likely that I would ever again attend a Council 
oeetlng, and I think Council members should be active. 

Therefore I resigned, I also asked to have my naiaa 
removed from The Review Of the News and American Opinion. Of 
Course Instead of these we now have The Kaw American , I agree 
with you that It It a new magai^lna Ilka Life but not really 
Inspirational, 

I do not know why William Ciaa resigned. We had no 
correspondence on the subject, 

I enclose you a copy of my letter to Scott Stanley 
dated July Id, 1965, 




With kindest regards^ I remain 



Yours very truly ^^..^ 



Thomas Parker, K« D» 



TPifc 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

In his letter of January 8, 1986, Chairman Barker accused my 
father of mailing out promotional material for Conservative Digest 
"under the signature of your daughter, Diane." The truth of the 
matter is that the entire project was done in collaboration with a 
friend , Don Thomson, and my father had no knowledge of the project 
until after the letters were being mailed. In fact, he told me that 
he disagreed with the one favorable comment regarding The New Amer i - 
can . That comment was written by Don Thomson because my own com- 
mentary on the journalistic merits of The N ew American was unflatter- 
ing to say the least and Don thought it wouTd" offend some people. 

Therefore, he changed it and had the letter copied - ^i. 

At no time did either of us willfully engage in violation of 
copyright laws and there was no financial gain in the effort. Our 
sole purpose was to increase the subscription base of Conservative Di - 
gest . Nothing more. In that this was our only goal, we succeeded* 



1^- 




\ pji:>joii.;tiM ^tl^iiJ*^; Jgjiu^ ijiJ^ij^^r 



TO hhun; it may CONCU.X: 

My J oh I. Birch Society Coordinator Steve Nekolek sent me a copy of 
Mr, A. Clifford Barker*s letter dated January 8, 1986 that responded to 
Dr. Charles A, Provan's letter of November 25, 1985, It ife my opinion 
that Mr, Barker's 8 page letter and Exhibits are replete with accusational 
afisumpt ians ard misstatements. 

The most glaring assumption I discovered appears on Page 7 under the 
heading *'A]\D FINAUY, SOMF, COMVUNTS OK *THITH"'. Mr. Barker accuses Mr, 
Provan of writing a letter dated November 2), 1965 which his daughter 
Diane sij^ned, for the purpose of solicting subscriptions to CUN-Nfc I \ ATHT 
UIGLST, 

Having been a close friend of the Provens for nearly 20 years and 
knowing Diane all her life, I talked with her about getting new subscriptions 
to CUNSEHV,iTIVT DIGii.tiT. I sincerely felt the Nlw AMll.lC/N needed to be 
compl imep ted with the monthly information found in CONSHa'ATlVi UlGh>T| 
and proceeded to draft a letier for her review and editing- sh «nd I 
chOFe the ULSTlJtN PhNN.SYLVAMA CO.^iMITTKE FUI^ KXCI LIKNCI IN LUtCATloN 
letterhead anH at no time did I consult Dr. Provan for content or approval. 
The totci] content of the November 2l6t letter is a production of mine and 
D iane * s , 

It w/^s my idea to use the June 1985 JBS Bulletin photo of biane with 
Eric Show and Mark Thurmond so that recipients of the letter would see 
who Diane is and what her committment has been in this fi^ht for God, Family 
and Country • 

The threatening tone of Mr. Barker's letter stating that Dr. I^rovan 
is engaairg in a gross violation of copyright If w , is almost lau£;hiible. 
Having beei a member of the John Birch Society for over 21 years. I've 
iTieiled oui counties- re pi oduct ions of Rulletin material on the Panaipa Carel, 
The Genocide Treatyi Trafte and Aid with the Communists, etc., to alert 
friends about the crucial issues facing America. Tferefore 1 saw no harm 
in doing the same on this occast^ion. 

Ir ^urr.ary» T hereby swear the above statenients to be true and accurate 
end trust this wll serve to set the record straight on this issue raised 




jKOTHY M. TEILEP. Notary Pub!:, 
MTTMURCH. ALlEGHtKY zmHVi, PA, 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 




Donald C . Thomson 



INDEPENDENCE ENTERPRISES 



Timothy J. We!R 
Box VSA 
Manchester, Mq. B3011 
PHONE 31^ 



nCPPtSCNTtlMG: 

COlStBTlTuTlON MiNT 

N ATONAL, CQiM e>tClHANaE 

SamAim^ iviini -moist ufv fooos 



26 Apr 74 



Mr. Harry Brandler 
1007 Auburn 

Highland Park, 111. 60035 



Dear Harry: 

Enclosed are copies of my correspondence with Tom Hill and Hr« 
Hill's response to same at the time just prior to my resignation 
from the staff of the JBS in May of 72* 

As you know, subsequently I was rehired by the JBS in the positon 
of fund-raiser* I worked under the direct supervision of Bruce 
Taylor. In this capacity I was travelling throughout the nation 
but particularly the southeast* My observations in my letter 
of 17 Mar 72 to Tom ^ill were if anything greatly reinforced 
by first hand contact with Coordinators who were working with 
little or no training and less guidance from the Major Coordina- 
tors. 



An example- Paul Bhetter is the Coordinator for southern Florida 
including Miami area and Palm Beach area* As you might surmise » 
these areas are as "southern*^ or rurally oriented as the Loop 
area in Chicago* Nevertheless, Shetter is a dedicated country 
boy from Georgia who was plunked into this environment and 
given absolutely no guidance and cast off on his own. By Shetter 's 
own admission to me in Jan. of 1973^ Delmar Dennis had appointed 
him(Shetter) Coordinator and then had not been down to see him 
once in the first year of his work which was then being completed* 
Shetter had (and still has) many problems as a result of this 
situation, and the JBS suffered most from the lack of professional 
direction. The territory imme^diately north of Shetter' s in Central 
Florida was (and presumably still is) Coordinated by Don Foster, 
I entered his territory for the first time and ran into 4 members 
In that first day who besought me to "do something "about the 
Coordinator since I was'^From Belmont". They proceeded to unload 
their troubles on me* Well, that is another story and but one 
of many which I personally observed and of a multitude more which 
Bruce Taylor shared with me* 

Because I would not kow-tow to the boys from Belmont, I was fired 
under the most personally galling set of accusations (wasting money » 



(over) 



not doing my assigned job, ^nd being a smart-aleck) * I agree with 
the la sf charge totally. H6wever when Bruce Taylor was told by 
Robert Welch that I was fired, Bruce went back to his office 
and presented statistics which revealed that in the 90 or so 
days since I had started raising funds on my own I had raised 
more money and spent less money doing same than either Bruce 
Taylor or John Selck. My firing occured in Belmont onipriday 
9 Mar 73* On 10 Mar 73( my birthday incidentally) I worked 
all day long in the Palm Beach area and raised $4,000. This 
was a Saturday (when the offices in Belmont are closed and 
the bureaucrats have the weekend off) and I spent the entire 
day (first call was 8:30 a.m. and the last 8:00 p.m.) raising 
money which I then foolishly thought would be most effectively 
used to help save the freedom of this nation. 

I remain convinced that I was fired to prod Bruce Taylor into 
resigning (my removal from the scene -agitator- was a secondary 
thorn removed from the triumvirate's collective foot)which he 
ultimately did about 2 months later. Bruce was dedicated and 
well liked by nearly all who met hiin. Problem was too many 
good people met Bruce and he had quite a following. Problem 
was that Bruce saw the entire field staff as well as the mickey 
mouse political infighting in Belmont • He saw too clearly the 
deliberate stunting of the growth of the JBS ^ich was being 
carried on from the offices of 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, Mass 02178. 

Well, I've prattled on for quite a while • If I sound bitter, 

Its only because I am. Bitter about the sacrifices of thousands 

of very fine American patriots who have put purblind faith 

in the self created demi-god who runs the JBS. This misplaced 

faith was misdirected by the demi-god and his 'Belmont doesn't 

make mistakes' crowd to be sure, but more's the pity since 

at this late date many of these good people have awakened to 

the reality which is Belmont and now have surrendered in disgust. 

Harry, you have my explicit permission to show this and other 
correspondence to any person or people who in your good judgement 
would be benefited from my comments or observations. Further, 
feel free to direct any interested parties who would wish to 
converse with me personally, to contact me at any time. 

Yes- Robert Welch's manipulation of JBS financial statements is 
devious at best and fradulent at worst. 

One other thing, I don't care what happens when a "plant" seeks out 
your feelings and falsely obtains this type information which will 
then be forwarded to Welch, Hill, Mann and co. for use as ammunitian 
to destroy anything which you may attempt on your own* 

The JBS is a skeleton which will continue to atrophy, but there 
will always be a JBS. 

Sincerely, 

P.S, Please excuse the terrible typing* ^^^fi^^ 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 




Fastmdrr 

KoBERT Welch 
The CoMHcil 
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May 13, 1974 



Mr. St Mrs. John DeFrxend 
Route 5 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. DeFriend: 

In nearly fifteen years as an employee of The John Birch 
Society^ I have never seen the likes of a letter such as 
yours of April 30. Though addressed to Bob Koenig, I am 
taking the liberty of replying to it since in addition 
to sending me a copy, you have sent copies of it to mem- 
bers of the Society in a wide area. 

Resign if you will, but let's get the facts straight in 
the process of doing sol For instance, it was the concern 
of this office in March of this year, which prompted our 
Major Coordinator, Mr. Koenig, to sit down with Mr, Drandler 
and to request certain steps on his part. I mention this 
for I do want to make clear that we were in full accord 
with what Mr. Koenig discussed with Mr, Brandler, 

We were of the opinion that the requests made were received 
well by Mr. Brandler and that he was going to implement 
them right away. Only when we received a copy of his letter 
of resignation dated April 12, did we learn differently - 
As you will recall, copies of that letter were also sent 
to his "Various Friends." We can certainly see where any- 
one reading Mr. Brandler 's letter, would get the impression 
that this office, or our Major Coordinator or both, had 
been unduly critical of Mr, Brandler 's efforts and actually, 
quite "picky. " 

It was our opinion at the time, that this discussion with 
Mr. Brandler was absolutely necessary. We feel that we 
have an obligation to spend what funds werreceive from 
our iiiembers, as carefully and as judiciously as possible • 
Our concern with Mr. Brandler was that of some 85 men in 
the field, his expenses, consistently, were much higher 
than anyone else's. And when we mention 85 men, we very* 
much include some 30 Coordinators whose territories are 
larger than the one covered by Mr. Brandler- Also in- 
cluded in the 85 men are all of our Major Coordinators — 
whose territories include as many as ten states. We felt 
an obligation to sit down with Mr. Brandler and to try to 
work out a way in which we could bring about more coverage 
in Illinois and at less expense. We were convinced at the 
time, and most assuredly are today, that this could have 
been achieved. But as his letter of resignation indicated, 
he considered our requests of the "watch dog type harass- 
ment tactic" variety. 
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We did not question Mr. Brandler's dedication but we did 
question his routines in following through with the work 
that had been assigned to him. And again, it was our 
obligation to do so. Some of those "Various Friends" who 
received a copy of Mr* Brandler's letter of resignation, 
have since written to us. We, in turn, have provided each 
one with the explanation above. 

Perhaps your most vicious attack against Mr, Koenig and 
this office was with regard to Mr. Brandler's serious 
illness of several years ago. To blame this illness on 
the Society's policies as "contrived in Belmont, which you 
(Koenig) diligently carried out" is both unfair and untrue. 
For months prior to his hospitalization, Harry Brandler was 
not well* I remember discussing his condition with him 
both in person and over the telephone. We were all con- 
cerned — concerned for Mr. Brandler and concerned that the 
area, without his active efforts, would suffer. He pulled 
through — thank goodness. And if you think that everyone 
in this office and in the field who knew about his illness, 
was not rooting for him every step of the way, you are 
sadly mistaken. 

But the real point of all this is that we never asked of 
Mr. Brandler anything that we did not ask for from other 
members of our staff* To insinuate that we singled him out 
for harsh or poor or unkind treatment — whether during the 
time he was sick or when he has been well, is once again a 
gross misstatement of the facts as they were and are. Or 
to put it another way, Mr. and Mrs . DeFriend, if we are so 
cruel as you imply, to contrive policies for the purpose of 
putting a full--time employee in a hospital , would we not be 
capable of simply firing that employee instead I 

Throughout your letter there are distortions and untruths 
of unbelievable proportions. To explain all of the specifics 
would fill many pages . And frankly, we haven *t the time to 
do so nor do we think anything would be gained in the process 
For the charges and threats and distortions you are now mak- 
ing and presenting daily , many of which are not found in 
your letter, but which you have been relaying to good members 
of the Society, make clear that your efforts are for the 
purpose of trying to weaken the Society wherever and when- 
ever you can. 

But before closing this letter out, there are a few of 

your most absurd accusations which we will go to the trouble 
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clearing up- You asked what had happened to the anti- 
OS HA drive and then insinuated that our Field Staff is 
to " use OSHA as a fulcrum to raise money, but are not to 
try to destroy this beast," 

As a result of the Advertising and Sales calls made over 
the last ten months by our Field Staff, thousands of our 
fellow Americans, who would not have known otherwise, are 
alerted to, are opposing, and are awakening their friends 
and associates to, OSHA- Many thousands of businessmen, 
concerned about OSHA, are now actively helping our members 
in creating that sufficient understanding necessary to 
bring repeal of this monstrosity- Today there are some 
forty Congressmen who have co- sponsored the bill to repeal 
OSHA — where but a handful were willing to do so initially. 

Over three quarters of a million copies of our article re- 
prints on the subject have thus far been distributed. As 
a result of the interest in our campaign to repeal OSHA, one 
full-length book ( Business End Of Government ) is being 
placed in the hands of tens of thousands of business leaders 
across the country who can, as a result of their influence, 
do so much to help in our campaign. 

There are thousands of Nix-On^OSHA Committees now operating 
all over the country. In the Midwest alone, well over 
100 r 000 OSHA packets have been sent to business leaders 
and many of these recipients have been followed up personally 

As just one tiny example of what is being done , a few weeks 
ago members of the Society, along with their Coordinator, 
rented a suite of rooms at a New York hotel where a major 
national pro-OSHA meeting was being held. High governmental 
officials as well as the President of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers spent three days singing the glories 
of OSHA and how to '*get along'* with it. Day and night our 
members showed films and filmstrips in this suite of rooms 
to hundreds of the people who had come to this convention. 
Thousands of pieces of our literature were distributed and 
sold. The OSHACRATS were stunned, to say the least - 

Literally thousands of showings of "Threads of Tyranny*" and 
"The OSHA Controversy" have been sponsored by our members 
throughout the country. Television showings of both have 
also been sponsored by our Nix-On-OSHA Committees. Semin- 
ars on OSHA conducted by Alan Stang, as well as speeches on 
the subject by Dan Smoot , have been sponsored by our members 
throughout the country . The results of these, as both men 
can tell you, have been most encouraging in every way. 
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Due to the efforts of our staff and membership, resolutions 
have already been passed to repeal OSHA in the legislatures 
of Mississippi, Oklahoma and Alaska. Drives for the same 
purpose are being conducted effectively in other states. 

And on this point alone, we could use another number of 
pages to show the progress being made on just this front 
alone. But again, the most startling and encouraging success 
has been experienced by members of our Field Staff in reach- 
ing, personally, thousands of concerned people who, a year 
ago, were fast asleep. Many of these people have since joined 
the Society and are urging their friends and associates to do 
the same. 

You then asked; "What business are we in anyway?" To which 
we reply: "Where on earth have you been?l!" 

Caustically you state; "It is becoming only too clear that 
the job of coordinators is to help finance and perpetuate 
an institution, but not to oppose evil, a few examples of 
fluff to the contrary notwithstanding." Again, where have 
you been? In the June, 1973 Bulletin Mr. Welch spelled out 
what would be an additional assignment for members of our 
Field Staff. And just as one result of their efforts since, 
we have been able to reach, and then put to work, thousands 
of previously uninformed Americans. And as to "not opposing 
evil," Mr. and Mrs. DeFriend, you have vindictively indicted 
one of the finest group of men ever brought together — and 
you should be ashamed of yourselves for doing so. I'll bet 
you have never met but a handful of our Field Staff since 
you joined the Society. But yet, you can, without conscience, 
condemn them — as well as all. The examples of "fluff" 
(as you call it) with regard to the progress these men have 
made in exposing OSHA, makes clear that they are doing a 
very effective job indeed in exposing evil. 

For a moment, and before closing out this letter, let us look 
closely at your comments concerning our former Coordinator, 
Dick Weiss. For the record, you state; "Dick had a promis^ 
ing career with a growing firm in the Elgin area. You (Bob 
Koenig) may remember that you pulled him out and shipped him 
to South Dakota as a paid Coordinator. This at a time when 
Southern Illinois badly needed a Coordinator as there were 
several chapters already in existence." Later you speak of 
Mr. Weiss being "forced" to move from his home in Elgin. 

Mr. and Mrs. DeFriend, Mr. Weiss was offered the Coordinator 
position in South Dakota. He was also enthusiastically re~ 
commended for the job by Mr. Brandler. Mr. Weiss accepted 
it. We really can not force anyone to come on our staff nor 
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can we force anyone to move if he chooses not to. At the 
time^ our plans for expansion involved the appointment of 
additional Coordinators for those sparsely populated states 
because of the representation factor. Where, as it turned 
out, these plans were sound and proved to be effective in 
a number of areas, by the time Mr. Weiss left the staff — 
nearly two years from the time he went on, we had practically, 
if not exactly, the same number of chapters in South Dakota 
as we had when he began. We never questioned his dedication 
or sincerity. In fact we said to him at the time: "I know 
that the fact we have not made progress there in so far as 
significant increase in strength, has been as troubling to 
you as it has been to us." We simply had to discontinue nis 
services because the Society practically stood still in spite 
of his well intentioned efforts* 

As to the Dale Preston/Charles Hatton situation, our files 
are filled with correspondence from, and to, both gentlemen, 
And the story it presents is quite different from what you 
have been led to believe. And as to the tragedy involving 
Richard Nuccio, "Belmont knuckled under" so well the Gertz 
case is right now in the hands of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. And it has been a real fight all along the 
way. 

No, we certainly do not think Rex Westerfield is a Communist. 
But this man you are in touch with, and about whose activities 
we wrote in the October, 19 7 3 Bulletin, did take advantage of 
the theft of the membership lists of the Society, the subscrip- 
tion lists of its magazines, and the lists of its book stores 
and contributors — after resigning from the staff. And has 
since been fully aware of the fact that these same lists have 
either been sold, given, or loaned to others who for some 
time have been vicious enemies of the Society. 

There is much much more that could be said, Mr* and Mrs. 
DeFriend. We enclose checks amounting to eight and five 
dollars as return of your dues submitted in advance. And in 
so doing we accept your resignations for the good of The John 
Birch Society. 

Over fifteen years ago we set out to stop the Conspiracy and 
then bring about less government, more responsibility and 
with God's help, a better world- We have never wavered from 
that course , We have much to do to win this battle but are 
more confident than ever that it can be won. The weapon of 
truth, wielded by tens of thousands of members of the Society ^ 
is what we believe will make the difference between victory 
and defeat. 
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May God help you to find and then act upon truth — and 
the truth only -- in the future. 




Thomas K- Hill 

Director, Field Activities 



Hay Jl , 197^ 



Mr. Thomas N. Ftill 

llie John Birch Society 

Belmont ♦ Massachusetts 02178 



Dear Toms 

Ttiank you for your May 13th reply to our letter of April 30, 
lliei'c are a number of points that were raised by your reply, and 
wo shall discuss some of them below* under various subject head- 
ings as indicated. There is one observation which we must make 
at tlje start; we received the original copy of your reply^ 

and it was signed by you {we assume)^ but you did not indicate 
any carbon copies to ^o to anyone. You may have been technically 
correct in that, since we have not seen any "carbon copies", but 
rather, spirit duplicator copies, typed with what looks like a 
different typewriter, sent to some people, and some of them, in 
turn, let us see or have a copy. These spirit duplicator copies 
were sent from Crystal Lake in a JBS envelope with Mr. Koeni^^'s 
name and address stamped thereon, and were essentially the same 
as the reply you sent us, except no signature at the l>ottom. 
Just an observation, Tom, nothing else; the fact is that our 
letter had indicated that copies were beln^ sent to a number of 
people J and it Is obvious that your intent was to do the same 
thin^. It appears to us that you at least could have indicated 
this on your orif^inal; not that it bothers us in any way. It's 
just an interesting observation as to how Belmont operates. 
Well, let's get on to the main subject headings and the commentary: 

MR* HAnnV M, BRANDLER 

We confess that we were frankly quite concerned over some 
of the harrassment that Harry had to undergo from your office 
and Mr* Koenig's over the past few years, and it was obvious to 
us that his reason for resignation, at least as stated in his 
letter of April 12, was that he had enough of those tactics. 
And frankly, all of your prevarications and pretenses to the 
contrary cannot change that fact. 

You stated in your letter that you were in full accord with 
what Mr. Koenig discussed with Mr* Brandler* Since we are sending 
Mr. Brandler a copy of this letter, we appeal to htm to stop hold* 
ing back and to let the truth out, especially as to what was 
actually said at that conversation which you so fully backed, and 
that really made Mr. Brandler' s mind up about resigning. 
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Also I your letter indicates thRt you thoiiK^^ everything: 
was just honky dory after that conversation, and you seeined 
surprised when you received his resi^^natinn letter. Rut — 
appa r e n tl y not quite tha t surprised t since within hours you 
had another Coordinator appointed to replace him. A^^ain, this 
is an excellent illustration of how Belmont operates (not the 
hiring of a new Coordinator, but the swiftness of this hlrinf^i 
while all the time ma in ta i nin^^ your complete surprise at 
Mr » Brandler's res if^na t ion ) . 

You also cited your obligations to spend the membership 
dues and contributions as judiciously as possible. This is 
very noble, conscientious, and appropriate on your part* So, 
let's look at some examples of your judicious use of funds: 

1) Mr. Brandler found it necessary to look for outside office 
space; he had worked out of a five foot crawl space for all 
those previous years. You would not supply him any allowance 
for this outside office, so he had to secure an office without 
any help from the JBS. Now» tha t ^ s real austerity I And to 

top it off, you actually asked Mr. Brandler NOT to make this 
information available to the membership. Now, tha t ' s real 
openhandednes s 1 , 

2) For so many years, Mr. Brandler 's wife> Rosemary, has 
virtually been his right arm and has put in on the average of 
30 hours per week on typing and other work to assist in the 
maintenance of the territory. And she was not paid anything 
for any of it (of course, she didn l ask for anything either). 

3> At this points the judicious use of funds argument starts 
to break down. For example, we understand that Mr. Koenig's 
daughter. Midge j when she returned from employment in Belmont, 
rece ived payment for many hours of work on his correspondence 
for weeks and weeks and weeks. If this would have been revealed 
of a public official, the JBS would have shouted ^'nepotism^' in 
righteous indignation. But, apparently, when the daughter or 
other relative of a major coordinator is involved, the Jbb is 
strangely silent. Judicious use of funds, eh? 

k) For over si it months, Mr. Koenig was sitting in his Glenview 
office* working on his ^^Grid Books'* for every one of his Coord- 
inators. And, during a good part of that time, he was using a 
clothes iron to ^'iron on" the laminating sheets to the sheets 
of each "Grid Book^l And for THAT, you paid a man the salary 
you did* to do that kind of unproductive work. Is this 
judicious use of funds? 
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5) As just one other small example of your judicious use of 
f unds p perhaps you might want to explain the hu^e lon^ distance 
phone bills incurred by Belmont, who, as we understand it, was 
in constant contact with Mr, John Schmitz when he secured the 
\raerioan Party nomination for U»S, President. And axpecially, 
when you come to think ot the JBS's being chartered as ^'non- 
political". It seemsf in our opinion, very difficult to 
reconcile this apparent paradox, as well as your claim to the 
judicious use of funds* ^ - 

The main factor in Mr, Brandler's expenses seems to have 
been in the area of mileage. It is interesting to note that 
you never did answer that part of Mr, Brandler*5 resignation 
letter (from the staff) in which he had maintained that his 
expenses had remained fairly constant ever since he had been 
on the staff * And, that for over a year, Mr, Koenig had re- 
ceived copies of these reports* \ifhy , all of a sudden, did 
you all sneak up on Mr, Brandler and complain about his 
expenses? We know that there is a lot more to this than meets 
the eye f and your explanation is so transparent, that once 
again, we appeal to Mr, Brandler to make public the facts of 
the matter so that everyone can see what they are* 

Regarding Mr* Brandler' s illness, it is most interesting 
vo see how you slither around the entire subject like a serpent* 
You are talking about two totally unrelated maladies, and 
making it seem as though they were one and the same. The illness 
that we described in detail was the one in which his intestines 
were totally ulcerated, due to the hurt he was keeping inside 
himself , rather than to hurt the JBS, which had through its 
policies, put him in the hospital in the first place* This 
illness had nothing to do with the case of temporary dizziness, 
which he had picked up a couple of years before that (It reminds 
us of the story of Mr* At t^ho shot Mr* B in the eye, and then, 
whan hauled into court, Mr* A had the nerve to claim that his 
bullet had nothing to do with the loss ol Mr, B' s eye; that 
actually the cause of his eye loss was that two years earlier, 
Mr* B had stubbed his toe against a couchl) Now, Mr* Brandler's 
latter illness was directly caused by the policies con trived in 
Belmont and especially dealing with the Coniker affair and how 
it was clandestinely executed with conspiracy at every turn 
behind Mr* Brandler's back. And this man (Mr* Brandler) is the 
one you say you were "rooting for^\ ^Goodness only knows, Tom, 
under the circumstances, we hope you never ^'root" for us J We 
might also mention that we knew Mr, Brandler quite well and 
were very close with him at the time, and his problems with the 
dizziness were solved by February, 1970. Coniker affair 

took place in mid -May, 1970 and Mr, Brandler was emotionally 
crushed by it all* His conaition physically started to deter- 
iorate until finally, in mid-January, 1971 t he was rushed to a 
hospital. 
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However, assuming tha u you always tell the truth, and that 
you were concerned because the area covered by Mr, Brandlor 
would suffer auring his "long illness'\ we should like to 
mention that during that time* he had produced almost single- 
handedly the mammoth **History of the Conspiracy^' course; 
^'Innocents Defiled'\ a filmstrip which the JBS marketed, and 
never offered one cent of royalty to Mr. Brandler for; 
"License to Kill", a filmstrip also marketed by the JBS and af^aini 
Mr, Brandler was never offered one solitary cent for that. He 
also prepared a magnificent Ecology seminar » many of the points 
of which are still current (this was prepared and pre en ted In 
May, 197U). All during that time, he was coordinating full- 
time and doing a tremendous job. 

And you rewarded this type of productive output with a 
clandestine, conspira tor ial » behind- the-back operation, in which 
Mr, Coniker was given two congressional districts which had 
literally been stolen right from under Mr* Brandler without his 
knowledge until it was a fait accompli. My, what noble, noble 
men you are I Again* I am appealing to Wr* Brandler to let the 
public know just exactly what did happen, and the sequence of 
events that led up to this 1 eprehenslble affair, and what took 
place during it, txna filter it. Our understanding is that only . 
a handful of people are even aware of what had happened, and 
this man, whose loyalty to the JBS v^as tested beyond any 
reasonable means, we repeat again, almost died because of your 
policies contrived in Belmont and in Chicago by the Major 
Coordina tor • 

FIELD STAFF TUHNOVER 

Tom, there won't be much space devoted to this subject; 
suffice it to say that you made a point in your letter that we 
couldn't have known but a handful of the field staff. In fact, 
we knew quite a number of them, but we couldn't keep track of 
> them since they were leaving the staff at such a high rate. 

Our concern was that the turnover rate of field staff is 
(numerically and percentage-wise) so high that we must ask a 
few questions: With the exception of Mr. Koenig and undoubtedly 
a few others, why do so many of the coordinators quit, and why 
are so many others fired? Could it possibly be that this is a 
planned phase-out? Or Is it controlled opposition? Or does it 
perhaps take about ^ or 5 years or so for many coordinators to 
wake up to the reality that is_ Belmont? In fact, the statements 
and allegations contained in your letter merely serve to multiply 
the coun terques t ions at an exponential ratel 
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THREATS 

Jn your letter of the 13th you indicate that, among other 
things » we have been making "threats"*. We don't know what 
threats you arc talking ahout^ but there is one which your 
Minnesota coordinator. Bob Busche, has been accusing us ofp 
This same charge was repeated by Mr, Koenig in Illinois and sub-* 
sequently at a special meeting of Minnesota chapter and section 
leaders* This meeting was called to "answer the charges" in our 
April 30 letter. Of course* we were officially barred from 
attending, but, not wishing to see any more hypocrisy from the 
1 eader ship of the finest body of men and women in the world > and 
trying to make sure that they wouldn't be accused of talking 
behind our back, we decided to attend anyway. Now, at that 
meeting. Bob Rusche retracted those charges, not once, but 
three timej^ in the presence of Mr. Koenig, several witnesses, 
and a tape recorder* He also apologized for making them in the 
first place. Mr. Koenig said in public that his only source 
for this charge was Bob Busche* Perhaps, in future correspon- 
dence, you may want to make a *'precau t io nary prevaricative 
check " , 

OSHA 

On the subject of OSHA which you folks were so sensitive 
about that you took l^- pages to cover it (pardon the pun ! ) t you 
might be interested in noting the following! The Twin-Cities 
-STOP Committee, which we chaired^ 1) sponsored Alan Stang on 
this subject, and the attendance at BOTH talks was around 800, 
and this is not a puf fed-up figure; 2) held a parade containing 
about 70 vehicles with specially made car-top signs; 3) mailed 
a little over 9 i 000 pieces of literature to businessmen in two 
separate mailings; k) rented UO full-sized billboards; 5) spon- 
sored TV and radio appearances; 6) pumped slightly over $11,000 
through the Committee in order to destroy OSHA; and 7) engaged 
in personal follow-up» Now, it's Interesting to note that after 
all of this, your Coordinator, Bob Busche, told us that his Job 
was to use OSHA to raise money for the JBS - He had kicked In 
some of his own money to the anti-OSHA drive but asked for it 
back before any of this current mess was started by your office, 
{We have paid more than half of it back so far.) We thought at 
the time that the money thus raised would be used exclusively 
to fight OSHA, but alas, as you undoubtedly well know, such Is 
not the case. 

But all of that aside, in your letter you said, "There are 
thousands of Nix-On-OSHA Committees now operating all over the 
country*'. Now, seeing that you used the plural of thousand and 
since there were only two such Committees in all of Minnesota, 
that leaves at least 1998 for the other Ug states; or is it 
2998, 3998, U998, or what? Perhaps a little review of elementary 
arithmetic might be in order for you people up there, or do you 
really expect that anyone would believe such numbers? But, the 
OSHA program, a money making scheme at best, is just one of many 
money making schemes that were contrived by the JBS over the 
years. Some examples and associated pamphlets come to mind. 
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"knuckled under" at best, was to try to save yourselves $5f^rO^O 
Now, we would be the first to a^^ree that this is quite a sum of 
currency. But it appears that Belmont took the pragmatic 
approach, and not the principled onct in preventing further 
distribution of this potent weapon, ^^Frame-Up", 

In closlnf^ out this letter » Tom, let us first say that we 
could have gone on and on, but felt that we had to stop some- 
whereo But > we felt it vital to indicate certain observations 
based on some of the points raised in your letter* You, 
wishing to respond to our letter, could make a response, and 
then, we would have the option of responding to your response, 
and on and on it can go* We wish to make one final appeal, 
and this is not to you, Tom, but to probably one of your most 
loyal former staff members, Mr. Brandler, He has been 
villified beyond belief ? behind his back (what other way does 
Belmont operate?), and has generally tried to stay out of it. 
We ask him, by copy of this letter » to come forth and tell at 
least the interested parties to these letters exactly what he 
knows, and specifically, exactly why he decided to resign from 
the staff of the JBS . Oh yes, he has told us, but gave us a 
positive prohibition from saying anything to anyone about it, 
and believe us when we say we haven* t said one word„ Only he 
can release the information and make it public. In the interes 
of fairness and to stay true to the stated principles of the 
JBS, we make our final appeal that he now do so. 

And as to you Tom, the only thing we can say is to quote 
your last sentence in your letter of the 13th back to you and 
hope that maybe you will listen to your own advice; "May God 
help you to find and then act upon truth and the truth only 
in the future," 
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Dear Eobf 



I 



This 1b In response to your letter of 3/26 emd our oonvereatlon of 3/28, 
After several days of thorough and penetrating thought, I have completed inr 
Malysie of your letter^ our conversation, and my tenure of 1^ yeare on the 
Staff of the John Birch Society — and I have reached some concluslone and 
made aofse decieiona. 

If indeed js^ traveling and other expenses were out of line for the years 
1972 and 1973, than I would have appreciated your discussing this with me 
several years before that, as expenses have averaged about the same amount 
each year, since I have been on the 3taff , 

Actually, Bob, all of the above discussion is simply a matter of analy&lQg 
the territory! detennining the beet possible and most economical procedure for 
fulfilling responsibilities, and then trying to implwaent those plans to the 
best of nQT ability. These matters can be discussed and worked out with no loajor 
problems — but there is an underlying inference which conceins me greatly. 
Even more disturbing ie your request that on the back of my expense reports, I 
report to you the date, location, type of call, and name of the individual for 
every call that I make — in short, to account for virtually every second of 
HQT time. Bob, if I were new to the 3taff of the JBS, I might not find that 
request too unusual, but having faithfully served aa a Coordinator for 7^" y«*r», 
I now find that request insulting and untenable, and I will not comply with It. 
If you are concerned about the points in your request mentioned above, then I 
think this matter ehould have been resolved 7 years ago and not at this time* 
Considering my experience and relative success as a Coordinator, I believe 
this request is completely unreasonable and 1 am quite convinced that if I 
have to spend the required time filling out these reports, then my effectiveness would be 
substantially reduced. As a matter of fact, this watch-dog type harassment tactic would 
neutralize ability to perform my responsibilities. 

Under the circumstances, I believe it to be in the best interests of all parties concerned 
that this letter should be resignation from the Staff of the JBS, which Is effective at 
12i01 am April 28. This will allow you two weeks in which to secure a replacemwt and give 
ample time so that the transition to a new man can be as amooth aa possible. 

It should be underatood that I have earned 3 weeks vacation | therefore, on the 27th of April 
I will anticipate receiving a check for iqy ^salary in full, including the three week vacation. 
Also, at that time, I will transfer to you the files, records, and equipment which belong to 
the JBS. Also, effective the week I received your letter(week of 3/24/74), through April 27 f 
all of expenses relative to JBS work will be paid by me, and I will therefore be subEiitting 
no reports to Belmont for those expenses. 

Bob, I also want it clearly understood that I believe wholeheartedly in th# stated 
principles of the JBS. I am simply resigning from the Staff for good sound reasons, but do net 
want this action interpreted by anyone as a rejection of the stated principles of the JBS, or 
as a resignation of my raembership. You, the other members of the JBS Staff, and all of the 
members have wish for every success and my prayers for the better new world which we all 
envision. 



Harry M» B#andler 



Harry 

Coordinator 
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Mr. Robert J» Koenig 

Ma j o r Co o r d i na to r 

Ttie John Birch Society 

2011 Lake Avenue 

Crystal Lake, Illinois 6001 U 



Dear Bob: 

It has taken some years to brin^ me to the point where it is 
necessary to write the letter which follows, 

Harry Brandler, as you know« recently resigned his job as the 
John Birch Society coordinator for Illinois after eleven years 
as a faithful member. In reading over a copy of his letter of 
resignation p we were amazed at the pressures brought to bear 
upon him in order to prevent him from doing the Job he was 
hired to do. Namely^ bringing the educational battle for 
Americanism to the enemy and destroying the enemy's ability 
and will to resist. 

Perhaps we should not have been so amazed » for how well many 
of us remember just a few years ago, Harry, on what looked 
like a death bed, with ulcerized and pulverized intestines 
throughout the upper and lower tract* - And there is now no 
doubt in my mind, that it was policies contrived in Belmont^ 
which you diligently carried out, which put Harry in that 
spot. Why? W© have known Harry and been close to him for 
over six years* Steeped in humility, he successfully organ- 
ized Birchers time and time again and rallied them to victory 
after victory. 

There is much more that could be said on this subject, but 
our love of the principles which the Society purports to 
stand for might incline me to overlook all of the foregoing 
as merely tragic errors that could be traced to human frail- 
ity. Now, however, we submit below a partial list of 
"coincidences" that strain our credulity. 
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1. The Jerry Coniker affair In 1970 the 12th and 13th 

congressional districts were pulled away from Harry, behind 
his back, without any advance notice and turned over to Jerry 
Coniker as the "new" coordinator to handle those districts. 
It turns out that Mr* Coniker, just by coincidence, happens to 
be your wife's cousin. 

As you might recall there was once an American Opinion 
Bookstore in Waukegan, Illinois owned and operated by Dale 
Preston and Charlie Hatton* I know both of these men and as 
a matter of fact, Dale recruited me into the Society. They 
are good men. Bob, both possessed of strong moral fibre. What 
was their crime? It seems that Mr, Preston spent a f^ood deal 
of his time on a local radio talk show, promoting the prin- 
ciples Belmont alleges it stands for. Coniker ordered him to 
stop; purporting that Mr, Preston did not possess a /^ood 
command of the KingVs English, at least not as good as 
Coniker' s English, 

Mr, Preston had, of course, been successful in getting the 
entire community talking about the merits of our principles, 
and an enraged left wing was busily attacking him. 
Mr, Preston therefore refused Coniker' s order. Result? 
Coniker ordered JBS members in his area to boycott Mr, Preston's 
JBS bookstore* Bob, you might remember Mr. Hatton's pleas for 
help on the back of his chapter reports. Well, as you probably 
remember, without member support the bookstore soon went down 
the tubes , 

Coniker 's next move was to require JB*! leaders and members to 
keep detailed - and I do mean detailed records of all their 
activities. Result? An ti^Communis t resistance in those 
congressional districts went to zero. 

Do you remember what happened next Bob? Coniker grabbed his 
guns and rosaries and ran to Portugal. Of course, Belmont 
cleverly concealed this fact when explaining Coniker' s move to 
Powers Lake, Wisconsin, 

Next a new coordinator to replace Coniker was installed™ He 
lasted a short time, then another coordinator was appointed, 
and he was gone just as fast. What was once a lively, active, 
hotbed for the Americanist cause was then handed back to Harry 
Brandler - in an absolute shambles - Why? 
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2, The Richard Nuccio affair Rob^ both you and I know 

(Richard personally. This is the Chicago police officer framed 
by the Daly administration and others in Chicaf^o as part of a 
peace offering to the terrorist bands who tore up Chicago at 
the Democratic convention In 196B» In fact the lead article, 
"Frame Up", in the April 19^9 American Opinion and a subsequent 
edition of Review of the News are devoted to the Richard Nuccio 
s to ry * 

Elmer Gertz of the National Lawyers Guild, which was cited by 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities as "one of the 
foremost legal bulwarks of the Communist Party'*, brought suit 
in an apparent attempt to prevent further distribution of the 
above AO article, T^is article, of course, was the main 
weapon we were usin^ to prevent Officer Nuccio from being 
incarcerated. How fast Belmont knuckled underl Do you remember 
how quickly Belmont pulled this our main weapon, away from us? 
Ilesult? Richard Nuccio, one of the best Section Leaders the 
Chicago area ever had, now sits in prison under daily threat 
of assasination by real criminals. And what of Richard's wife, 
Sandy? A finer woman you will not find, Tbe s?tlt of the earth. 
What of Richard's three children? What's your suggestion Bob? 
Keep smiling? "No man wins when freedom fails. The best men 
rot in filthy jails, and those who cried appease, appease, are 
hanged by those they tried to please*" Why did Belmont try to 
appease the National Lawyers Guild? 

3» The Illinois Mo to rede affair Bob, you may remember, 

in Xate 1970 our section in Illinois formed a Motorede network 
across the state for the purpose of stopping the pro-abortion 
drive in Illinois, We were making good headway in preventing 
the slaughter of innocents whereupon you» going directly over 
the head of your own coordinator, replaced the proven leader- 
ship of the Motorede network with Jerry Coniker and Reverend 
Paul Lindstrom, Lindstrom, of course, is noted for his virulent 
anti-semitic and ant i- Ca thol ic diatribes from the pulpit. 
Result? All or^T^^nized Birch opposdtlon to the pro-abortion 
drive in Illinois collapsed. Why? Was this your own idea? 

U, Speaking of projects that were cut off in mid-stream, did 
you know that the Birch Tax Reform Movement scored a tremendous 
success in New Jersey? Yes » that's right! The New Jersey 
State Tax was repealed due to the efforts of this movement. 
Result? No further organized activity in this area in any 
other state. Why? 
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After a great deal of noise for a few months # whatever 
happened to the anti^-OSHA drive? Need we tell you that co- 
ordinators apparently are to use OSHA as a fulcrum to raise 
money, but are not to try to destroy this beast? What bus- 
iness are we in anyway? Why are our national projects never 
driven to completion? The success storys we have been getting 
out of Belmont always seem to be the result of activities on 
a local scene only. 

It is becoming only too clear that the job of coordinators 
is to help finance and perpetuate an institution, but not to 
oppose evil» a few examples of fluff to the contrary notwith- 
standing. There's your reason for coordinator turnover. 
When good men wake up to the fact that they have been played 
for a sucker, they leave* The only ones who stay, after this 
realization, are those willing to suborn their principles* 

5* The Richard Weiss affair Dick Weiss, as you know 

Bob, was an able and capable section leader in Elgin, Illinois » 
He was the spark plug that created out of nothing several new 
chapters in the Elgin area* Those chapters contributed in no 
small measure to the Americanist cause <, Dick had a promising 
career with a growing firm in the Elgin area. You may remember 
that you pulled him out and shipped him to South Dakota as a 
paid coordinator. This at a time when Southern Illinois badly 
needed a coordinator as there were several chapters already in 
existance* More chapters in fact than in all of South Dakota. 
Not to mention the fact that Dick would likely not have been 
forced to move from his home in Elgin, Result? Inside of 
fourteen months he was fired and abandoned in South Dakota 
with no Job, but a home and family to support. Now there is 
no coordinator in either Southern Illinois or South Dakota, 
but there is one highly disillusioned former section leader. 
Whatever happened to the chapters Dick created in Elgin? Is 
this the justice and morality promoted by Belmont? Well, 
keep smiling buddy - by the way, was it Rex Westerfield who 
was so viciously stabbed in the back in a recent bulletin? 
As Robert Welch said repeatedly; '*We intend to fight the 
Communists and nobody else**' We hope you don* t think Rex 
is onog or do you? 



Are ail Lee and Bob Bustih^, and In that order, next on the 
list of good men to be so shabbily treated? 
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As we said at the beginning of this letter* (which has turned 
out to be a book and we may decide to write one which will be 
substantially longer than this one) the foregoing is but a 
small amount of total information available on these subjects 
and many more. We have finally put it all down in black and 
white. The result when seen neatly laid out in one package 
is devastating. 

What I do now, I should have done long ago - Mea culpa, Mea 
culpa, Mea Maxima culpa. My conscience compels me to sever 
my association with an organization whose leadership preaches 
morality, but practices amorality and has played such a cruel 
hoax on so many tens of thousands of Rood men and women s 
Yes Virginia* the conspiracy really is there, but it is obvious 
that the top leadership of this body provides no solutions, 
except to help that same conspiracy. 

The fire of resistance to tyranny, in spite of all you have 
done, still burns brightly In my soul. With God's help, when 
and because we have deserved it, we shall be more effective on 
the outside. 

Therefore effective with the date of this letter my resignation 
from membership will be in force. You will also note my wife^s 
signature affixed below^ Please forward the pro-rata portion of 
our dues paid in advance^ 

May Grod forgive you and those manipulators above you the 
treachery that has been committed and the betrayal of so many 
good men and women^ 
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ROBERT E. GRANT 
4025 VIRGINIA AVE. 
ST. PAUL, m. 55112 



August 28, 1974 



Dear Council nflember: 

Ab ypu are no doubt aurare, there have recently been many rumblings and strident 
notes of discord running through the Dnce-harfnonioue ranks of The Dohn flirch Society, 
many of us in flflinnesota are especially concerned about the legal charges directed at 
the Sociaty, described in the attached press article. 

Considering the Society's size, years in opsration and the lev/el of pompetenoe 
exhibited ouer the years, it u/ould seem strange, indeed, that thers could be any 
substance to such an illegal and possibly immoral operation in this state or any 
other. 

These charges, regardlsea of tuhat this state's basis may be, mere first brought to 
my attsntion in several recent tape recordings of phone convereations betufeen a close 
friend (a former member) and the folloming former Belmont staff members: 

{fir. Donald Prang - Comptroller of the 3BS and affiliated corporations 

Hflr. Bruce Taylor - Director of Sales and Advertising 

(inr« Tim Uieir * Staff Fund Raiser, former Area Coordinator 

mr. Rax Ufestarfleld - Director of Public Relations, Director of San fflarino 

Office. 

The collective testimony of these men asserts, among other improprieties, that 
financial statements of the Society and affiliated corporations luere manipulated 
and ambellished by Belmont to make the five corporations appear considerably larger 
and mors successful than they in fact ujere, and that these statements u/sre used as 
promotional material in selling stock in, and soliciting loans for, one or more of 
the Society's operations. 

Some of Itlr. Taylor ^s business contacts supposedly found certain glaring inconsistencies 
and questionable accounting methods in these financial statements* Their remarks 
were presented to fYlr* UJeloh by fTlessrs. Taylor and UJeir , but to no avail. Oflr. Uielch 
allegedly used unusual methods of bookkeeping ujhich Taylor and lUeir mere unable to 
comprehend . 

Folloming local publicity of these tapes mithin ths Tuiin City area membership, a 
shaken but loyal member, obeying Mr* Ulelch*s dictum of three recent bulletins to 
"check lyith Belmont" on rumors derogatory to the Society, asked in his ItlltllTI for an 
explanation of this matter and for copies of the financial statements for three 
recent ysars. He received the attached reply* 

Further testimony in this burgeoning affair is to be found in the attached letter 
of resignation of (tlr- Harry Brandler, Area Coordinator of Illinois for seven years. 

In the August bulletin Hflr • Uielch, as usual, failed to name or identify the 
"disgruntlsd cabal of former members" and/or "diseppointBd coattail riders'*, and 
did not describe their specific activities end accusations. If, in fact, this . . \ 
cabal consists, inter alios, of former highly-placed Belmont staff and field staff 
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TFiembsrs, one begins to suspect that there may be considerably more than a grain of 
truth in uihat they are saying. Any attempt by a member to question Belmont on thia 
is apparently met mith a reply similar to the attached mUflffl* This is unsatisfactory. 

Wouj it might be argued that such information is private and confidential and could 
be used against the Society by its numerous enemies* But since such reports are 
filed with the state of lyiassachusetts, according to lam, uuherein the Society is 
registered as a non-profit educational organization, one mould assume that such 
records are public domain, subject to public scrutiny. If so, ujhy uiithhold such 
information from an inquiring member "as a matter of policy"? It at least suggests 
a cover-up, 

I have been a loyal and devoted member for ten years and have struggled to avoid 
pre-judging the top leadership of the Society until these and many other unrelated 
questions are properly aneiuered to my satisfaction* I cannot, in proper conscience, 
ignore these charges of fraud. They are made by too many people in former high 
staff positions, not eimply "former members and coattail riders", I think you mill 
agree that this entire matter must be objectively inveetigated, and uiith vigor. 

If, in fact, the Society *s top leaders have committed these alleged turong doings, 
it is a grievous turong. Honest men do not do such things. Those of us who are 
trying to learn the facts about this matter do so in a quest for truth and for the 
sake of serving the cause, not uiith any prejudice or intent to destroy the Dohn 
Birch Society. Though it is apparent that lYlr. li/slch has served the cause so u/ell 
in the past, it must be kept in mind, during this inquiry, that our loyalty and 
devotion to ftlr » U/elch and to the Society are based upon those principles of human 
freedom and dignity ujhich the Society has espoused and championed. To the extent 
that ITIr. U/elch and the Society leadership have served that cause, they deserve our 
loyalty and efforts. But if, as it may happen, the top leadership has lied, 
cheated and beguiled, then u/e must abandon the scroundrels and re-address and 
re-dedicate ourselves to those sacred and honored principles upon twhich the John 
Birch Society aias founded - 

And if, as it may be, the charges are false and malicious, let it be openly stated, 
the accusers and their lies identified* And let us then return, our battle-scars 
healed, to the business and to the organization uis have all dedicated ourselves to 
serving. 

As a member of ths Council of The John Birch Society, u/ho u/ields considerably more 
influence iuith flflr, U/elch than I, a mere member, 1 entreat you to discuss the contents 
of thie letter and attachments with other Council members, to search out the truth 
and to advise ITfJr, U/elch to reepond to the member ehip in a frank and open manner. 
I'm convinced he u/ill not do so tuithout the urging of the Council* Thus is the 
reason for my addreasing this letter to each member of the Council, 

I believe that you ouue thie to the Society and to the cause that uje have all given 
so much for so long, I u/ould appreciate hearing your comments* 



Yours for God and Country, 




\ 



Robart E. Grant 
Chapter Leader, CXON 

Chairman, St. Paul Area TRAIN Committee 




HE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



— the MMM department 



June 13, 197i* 



Dear Mr* Skeldon: 

lhank you for returning your ffanthly Message for May. 

In response to your request, we must Inform you that we do not issuB 
financial reports to the membership as a matter of policy ^ although Mr. 
Welch has discussed some of our expenses in past Bulletins and financial 
appeals* The John Birch Sociely is chartered under the General Laws of 
Massachusetts as a non-profit educational organization. Our accounts are 
audited each year by a professional firm, and reports are filed with the 
Commonwealth according to law# Financial records are also loade awilable 
to members of the COUHCIL and Executive CoimnLttee^ who discuss theit with Htm 
Welch, i 



With best wishes and kindest regards, I am 





December 17, 1970 



Mr. Nord Davis^ Jr. 
Box 48 

HoUis^ New H&mpahlre 03049 ^ ^ 
Dear Nord: 

What ia heaven* 9 name bae gone wrong with you? 

^^^^^ two or three years ago (and incideataUy^ on the strong recom* 

mendation o£ Dick Ober)^ we gave one ia^ue of your P ar duu me ^ b ixt^ ^ > an 
emphatic boost in the monthly bulletin of The John Birch Society. 

This obviously brought you a ai^able nuoiber of orders and request a, 
enabled you to eetabileb direct contact with« apparently* thouaanda of our 
members I and gave your periodical a circulation and reader ahlp far beyond ' 
what it would otherwise have today* We were happy for your sal^e* and 
hoped that what you had to say would help the cause. 

Instead* It was not too long before you were uelng all of this greatly 

increased circulation to try to sell our fnembers what the Society has 
always considered a very pernicious theme. Franklyi Nordt we believe 
that the exhortation to ''grab your guns and your groceriest boys* and take 
to the blllsi^' shows a very poor understanding of how the Comniunists 
operate when they take over any country or while they are trying to do so* 

We have had our efforts to expose and oppose the Conspiracy seriously 
damaged by this tbenie on two or three other occasions. And here was 
Nord Davis^ of all people* advocating this same futile course* exactly 
contrary to the beliefs of the Society as we had n:iade clear on many 
occasions — to our members whom we had helped him to reach. And 
causing us considerable trouble, and slackening of effort* many places 
by doing so. But we knew that the disturbance would all blow over in time* 
and decided simply to let it pass. 

It also became obvious that a direct solicitation by you of contributions 
from our members* to support your publication and undoubtedly in time for 
other purposes* would be inevitable. And having been through this develop*^ 
ment* with three or four other anti- Communists whom we had tried to help 
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»ome of wfaom, having built their mo men torn and clientele'" entirely on 
our fi upper t> had thea empiiatically told our me ruber 9 that they should 
contribvita to these new efforts, even U It meant that they could no longer 
contribute to The John Birch Society we were certainly not happy about 
tale prospect. 



Then came the bookstore episode. Including the ^'fanioua^* conference 
which you did not attend» but which you reported on so emphatically and 
In correctly *- many n-^ontha later, as if you had, I* 11 not go into the details 
here, because it would take too much space and tinae« But your actions in 
connection with the whole affair were certainly and U would seem inten- 
tionally damaging to the interests of the Society* simply because you 
had been detern:lned to have your way about how this A nrter lean Opinion 
bookstore was to be run, regardless of our policies* l will add, howevert 
that Richard Ober Is one of thm most devout fundamentalist Christians, and 
one of the most honorable aien In every respect, that I know; and that It is 
incredible to any of us here for him ever to have made any such statement 
as you have attributed to him In a second or third- hand report on a conver* 
sation to which you were not a party. 

Then came your candidacy for the United States Senate which, In my 
o pinion t made you look extremely foolish. You were supposed to be running 
or so you said as a means of defeating Edward M. Kennedy; and I doubt 
very much if Kennedy ever even knew that you were in the race. Also, I am 
not sure that aU of your contributors again including our members were 
at all happy about the way their money was ultimately used* And^ since you 
were known to be a Bircher and to have the support of many Birch menjkbers, 
we were not happy to see the Society brought even indirectly Into so prestige* 
lowering a fiasco* But again we decided to ignore the whole thing and let 
time cause it to be forgotten* ^^ y , ,f , - ^ rtM-^ m m 1 ii i ■ ^in^rn pi ■ ■ 

But for several months now, Nord, you seem to have been embarking 
on some kind of a feud with The John Birch Society, or seeking to glorify 
yourself by building up one. Besides castigating us In prints you have been 
putting various accusations and innuendoes in letters about there being ''a 
serious probleni*' at The John Birch Society, because **Mr. Welch is isolated'' 
by the staff* and ''relies 00 Mr« Ober (or Mr« HIU) too much J* Vfith such 
comments as "Do not worry» the Communists know all aboat lt#" and with 
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disparaging remarke about our excellent Coordinator , Jinn Todd» who 
ifl making splendid progrese in that v^ery New Hampshire territory. 

So again I ask, Nord, what on earth Is the matter with you, anyway? 
Do you want to help to win this fights or merely to build up the views and 
tixm importance oi Nord Davis* I do not know whether you have been 
acquiring delusions of grandeur or not. But you have certainly been kidding 
yourself with one delusionp which is that I have been tsolatedi and do not 
know what is goinR on. The fact ie that I have kept very fully Informed 
about everything you were saying and doings that might In any way afiect 
The John Birch Society^ for well over a year* The further fact is thatp 
about three months ago» becoming at the time quite disturbed over what 
you were doing and sayingt I wrote a long letter to one of your frleiidSt 
covering the whole course of your actions In much niore detail* and much 
more critically » than I ani doing here* And 1 ani sure it would have con- 
vinced you of the nonsense of any idea that I had been '^isolated, 

It was my intention to mail this letter to your friend who had written 
me* and to make up duplicated copies to send other people wlio were 
reporting on what you had written them. And also* quite possibly^ to 
publish this devastating letter In one of our monthly bulletins. It was Tom 
HUl who persuaded me not to mail it at all. And to let him, inatead» prepare 
and send outp to individuals wherever re qui red* a broad statementt setting 
forth our attitude towards the whole fuss you were creating in as general 
terms* and as little damaging to yourself^ as possible. Which he began 
to do* in answer to letters we received. 

For Tom HiU and Dick Ober and the others* knowing the incredible 
pressures on my time* do all they can to take both minor problems and 
bur den earn a corraepoadence off my shoulder Sp while keeping cne fully 
info r Hied as to the background of both. But you, Instead oi realiT^ing now 
considerate we were trying to be by the form and phrasing of this raemoran* 
dum* appear to have acquired such a bad case of a swelled head* and to have 
become so important In your own eyes* that you have even been smearing 
as over this very Innocuous statement* and making a big issue over the fact 
that nobody whom you were stirring up to write us, repeating or quoting 
your nonsensical charges, was receiving an individually written letter, 
signed by myself* 

So 1 have decided to write this letter directly to you* and then to sand 
copies of lt| when absolutely necessary* to those whom you Instigate to 
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write U0 and to demand aigoed rspUea. This one ti signed all right* I 
have personally written every word of It wltiiout even conferxiug with 
anybody else, because 1 have been well aware oi all your eiUy antics* 
And I am prepared to go much further, with a lot more details* if it 
becomes necessary at advisaale tu do so. Which I hope it will not* 
JkTor t hope you will now come down to earth, Nord, get back on the 
tracks and help us in every way you can to make our educational pro- 
gran;, about the Ck^nspira^^ y increasingly sound and effective* 

]ff^ have no wish to be anything but friendly towards you or any 
other an ti- Communist, But ttiere is a limit to our patience. And we 
hope that» instead of pushing us beyond that limit* you will drop tiie 
whole mess you are tx^aking* and get back on the teanu 



Sincerely, 




RWimk 



Robert Welch 



June 12, 197 A 



Mr* Charles Skeldon 
5753 27th Avenue S 
Minneapolis, Mn 5 5417 

Dear Mr. Skeldon; 

In reply to your recent letter, I will caranent very briefly but 
as much to the point as possible. 

First of all, let me point out that much of the information con- 
tained in your letter is what might be called a half-truth, or 
better yet, a near -truth. It can lead to erroneous conclusions if 
left standing as it is. 

In an effort to clarify these matters, therefore, as briefly as 
I can, li^t iriB begin by acknov;lcdging that Mr. Welch did contact 
me with £i request to produce the film A VISIT TO THE JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY. It was understood that the Society would promote the 
use of this film, if it were good , so that we could, hopefully, 
return our investment and possibly produce a profit. There were 
no guarantees of any kind, and I fully understood that there was 
a financial risk involved. At that time/ however, we did not 
cinticipate that the Society would produce a filmstrip along parallel 
lines* The filmstrip and the motion picture film were released 
at approximately the same time and, consequently, many potential 
users for the more expensive 16ram film preferred to take the less 
expensive 35mm filmstrip. The production of A VISIT TO THE JOHN 
BIRCH SOCIETY was a financial disappointment. Nevertheless, those 
of us who were involved with it feel that it served its purpose 
and that the Society was greatly benefitted by having two films 
available to its members. 

With regard to the production of the OSHA CONTROVERSY, unfortunate- 
ly there was a misunderstanding in the early planning stages. 
Personally, I was not aware that the Society intended to produce 
a fiLm strip on that topic. If I had been, I never would have 
dreamed of producing a 16mm film because of the experience of the 
previously mentioned episode. Nevertheless, when I learned of the 
Society * s intentions, I was already very deeply committed and in^ 
volved in the production of the OSHA CONTROVERSY, I am quite sure, 
however, that the Society had intended to produce a filmstrip 
version all along and che fact that there was a duplicate effort 
was, undoubtedly, a result of my discussing the matter with other 



members of the staff rather than with Mr- Welch personally- The 
fact that this film, alsoi has not been profitable to us, it not 
nearly as important as the fact that it has helped the Society 
promote its program. After all, that is the primary reason that 
we produce these f ilms-- not to make a profit* 

With regard to the biography of Robert Welch, it is also true 
that a large portion of it was already set in type when Mr, Welch 
read the manuscript for the first time- He was not pleased with 
the way in which it was put together and felt that it needed the 
touch of someone with a greater classical education--a point of view 
with which I totally agreed at the time. Consequently, it was 
turned over to Professor Root who spent several months reworking 
the manuscript. Mr- Welch, after reading the revised version, was 
still not quite satisfied with it and made a personal committment 
to me to re-do it himself . At this point in time^ he has told me 
that he expected to have the finished revised manuscript in my hands 
by the first of July- We are all looking forward to the release of 
this book inasmuch as it can be a most valuable tool in the fight 
for freedom. 

With regard to the showing of the filmstrip CATACLYSM FROM SPACE, 
it is true that Mr, Welch does not personally agree with the 
scientific theme presented in it. It is also true that he accepts 
Darwinism as a scientifically proven thesis. But that is not the 
reason why the showing of this film has not been endorsed by the 

agree — that an item of this nature, which sometimes splits people 
needlessly on religious or philosophical themes, should not be 
brought officially into the Society's work because we cannot afford 
to argue amongst ourselves on these secondary issues. 

I hope that my answers, brief as they may be, will help clear up 
the controversy. Please be assured that I continue to be a member 
in good standing of the John Birch Society and respect Robert Welch 
as one of the greatest Americans of all time. 

Sincerely, 

G , Edwaro/Grif f in 



GEG;ml 

cc: John DeFriend, Prior Lake, Mn. 



ROBERT WELCH 

Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 Monday morning, October 13, 1975 



Mi's. Nicholas J, Eove | 
148 Suburban Avenue | 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604 ' 

Dear Mrs. Bove: 

Enclosed are copies of the two mailing pieces that combine to make one 
message, which I was working on since putting the October Bulletin to bed. 
They constituted the reason why I had to delay my letter to you for about a 
week. So I thought that both you and Nick might like to read them. 

Those items were finished by me on Friday, printed and folded that night 
and early Saturday morning, and mailed from this office on Saturday, Con- 
sequently I was able to start my letter to you Friday night, e^sactly as indi- 
cated* It was to be a fairly long and courteous letter, in a final attempt to 
clear up a number of quite obvious misunderstandings, I began it calmly, 
therefore, and even leisurely, witli the following paragraphs, up to Section II 
below. 

There is no question but that I have many faults. For one thing I like a 
cocktail or two before dinner. And while as a rule I never drink at any other 
time, there are exceptions to that habit. On those occasions when, before a 
speech, I no longer have a drink nor enjoy a dinner, I especially like to re- 
lax late at night with a couple of Manhattans and some food, after the speech 
and all of my subsequent duties are over. 

Also, when I was twenty-five years old, and Iiad never smoked even one 
cigarette in my life, I bought a box of Robert Burn^ cigars and deliberately 
set out to learji to like them. My success at that task was remarkable! For 
exactly fifty years now I have been smoking from ten to twenty cigars a day, 
continuously except for two periods, of twelve months and then nine months 
respectively, about ten years apart. That was when I stopped smoking en- 
tirely in order to be able, without feeling the addiction, to look objectively 
at the original question of whether or not I wanted to smoke at all. During 
the last stretch I made up my mind that I would go on smoking for the rest of 
my days. {And nights ! ) 

Beyond any doubt, if I were going to see a priest, I could think up other 
trespasses which I should confess* But there is one sin that I have never com- 
mitted even once for just about thirty years. And that js, telling a falsehood 
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to anybody about anything. As a young man I certainly had a proper respect 
for the truth; buL l:hal: respect did not constitute a rigidly binding compulsion with 
regard to every del;a]l of my life, always and under all conditions. In 1945 - 46, 
however, as f began lo atudy more clnsely what was happening in the world, and 
to nialce speeches aboul: it, J became convinced tliat if everybody would make up 
his iniud simply to [:eJl the truth, on all occasions, tlien half of all the world^s 
troubles would disappear within six iiiojitlia, 

I realized that no such miracle was to be expected. But I also realis^ed that 
it was incumbent on me in my small way to set an example in the course that I 
wanted others to follow and which of course nnany others did follow --by 
living up to all of its sometimes awkward requirements myself. Which 1 have 
done faithfully ever since^ not only in all matters of impoifence bat even in situa- 
tions where the "little white lies" of politeness or convenierico might be consid- 
ered acceptable. In those thirty years 1 have not even so much as told a girl 
that she had on a pretty dress if I did not think it wasj nor a hostess that her 
roast beef was delicious if it did not appeal to mo; nor a fi-iend that he had done 
an excellent job in any connection where this did not seem to me to be a fact. 

This is why, on the morning of Monday, June 16, when I found Nick's ex- 
tremely vitriolic letter on my desk, the only part of it that made me mad was 
the accusation that X had lied to him about being willing to talk to Tim Heinan* 
For of coarse none of even his other accusations, which seemed to me to be 
absurd, were so far from the truth. The facts behind this childish charge went 
back to that night early in April when Nick, without any warning or any slight-* 
est interest in how many argent pressures there might be on my time, had 
burst into my office without any prior notice, imperially closed the door, and 
proceeded to tell me what a rotten stinker 1 was in the way I was running the 
Society, or allowing Tom Hill and Buck Mann to run it for me. 

It is a great deal harder for me now, than when I was Nick's age, to force 
myself to go ahead and work all night regardless of how tired I may be* So 1 
was acutely conscious of the time going by in which 1 badly needed to be either 
sleeping or working* because of the jobs that I had to have completed by noon 
of the next day. But finding that there was not going to be any other way to 
terminate or postpone the interview, 1 undertook to straighten out Nick's think- 
ing and misunderstanding about several matters, Also^ I was quite happy to 
feel v/hen the conference finally broke up, and to find from Nick^s attention to 
lis own job and his greatly improved general attitude the next day, that I had 
apparently been successful. 

But none of that experience is sufficiently relevant to be worth recounting 
here. And there was already a fly in the ointment which did become very rele- 
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vant indeed. For just as Nick had been leaving my office at the end o£ our MM) 
long converaaUon, ho turned al: the door and asked if I would be willing to tajfe'' 
with Tim Heirian. Thin surprised me greatly, for two reasons. First wa$,V.,.v| 
that, less than an hour l>efore, I thought I had persuaded Nick to stop acting /|*''^^^^ 
rLf} a cai'isjxiw ftrr I lei nan, about whose unsatisfactory record with ue Nick ' 
know notliinfj; at. aJI, Tiie second wae, that Nick ahould think there was the 
slightest need for his inter ceo ti ion tn order to get me to hear anything Heinan 
had to say! 

The door to my office is almost always wide open. Nobody on our payroll 
has ever had any difficulty about getting into a conversation with me. If some- 
body on our staff had something serious that he or she wanted to talk to me 
about, that might take Kome time, the usual custom was to telephone my secre 
tary, Mrs» Sproul, and say bo, Mrs. Sproul would already know the condition 
of my always crowded schedule, or would come in to ask me about it, and 
would then reply to the telephone inquiry as follows: "OK, Sam, come on over*' 
or ''You had better make it tomorrow afternoon, Mary, if the matter can wait 
that long^*; or with some similar answer depending on the circimistances. And 
it happened tliat I wanted to talk to Tim myself, anyway, about the trouble he 
was still causing us by those wild and s^^nsational statements to the people who 
gathered around him after one of his speeches was over. 

So I answered quite truthfully that of course I would be glad to talk with 
Tim Heinan, and at lon^ last got back to my work as Nick left. I had been up 
against a very serious problem, anyway, as to how I was going to meet an ur- 
gent deadline by the next noon on what 1 was doing* With at least two hours 
and considerable energy I had now lost, the problem was still more difficult. 
But I plunged into the task as intently as 1 could, and stayed with it as long as 
I could, right there in my office. Then I took it home with me for a couple of 
hours of more work at the detik in my basement, before allowing myself be- 
tiveen three and four hours sleep. Then, after a bath, plus some canned grape 
fruit juice and a roll, I showed up again at my office, even before any of the 
girls arrived, feeling quite encouraged and hopeful about still getting my job 
finished on time* 

Before I could even get seated at the desk in my office, however. Buck 
Mann came in to tell me that Tim Heinan was down in Buck's office, waiting 
to see me, and had been for some time. I asked: "For heaven's sake, why?'^ 
Buck replied: '*That^s what I wanted to know, and he said it was because you 
had sent for him! *' Of course this meant that Nick, not satisfied with having 
forced me to spend l^wo hours or more purely on his own emotional turmoil, 
at a time chosen by himself without the slightest regard for my schedule 
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even after I had tried to tell htm how crowcled I was »- Nick had, with his 
usual inexorable inipctiiofsity, got in touch with Tim Heinan some time during 
the night or very early that morning, and urged Tim to take advantage at 
once of Nick's hitcrcess ion on his l>ohalC. Why Tinn thought that h« needed 
any such inLercoBision was beyond me, and hit* urge to talk with mc suggested 
that there must be something on his conHcicnce tliat I knew nothing about. I:ie« 
cause exaggerating the willingness I Jiad expressed the night before, to talk 
with him sometime soon, into the statement that I "had sent for him, was far 
more typical of Tim than of Nick at that time. 

At any rate, I passed the word back quickly through Buck Mann that I motst 
assuredly had not ^'sent for him, and was too busy that morning to add any- 
thing else to my schedule. But that I certainly would be gjad to talk with him 
as soon as he could catch me under less terrific pressure. Why nothing fur- 
ther came of the matter I have no idea; except that with reports coming in 
from the field, some of them addressed to me personally by executives of an- 
other good patriotic organization, showing the trouble Tim was again causing 
us by his love for sensationalism, and with myself too busy even to answer 
those letters, I lost all interest in again butting into Tim Heinan* s sitiaation, 
especially on my own initiative. So 1 left the whole matter of Tim Heinan' s 
tenure of a job wit]i our Speakers Bureau entirely up to the people who had ul- 
timate authority over that Speakers Bureau, meaning Buck Mann and then Tom 
Hill. 

But I was still delighted to learn that they had decided to overlook this one 
further example of his trouble -making tendency. Because it seemed to me to 
indicate an expectation on their part of being able finally to straighten him out, 
for the sake of holding onto a speaker who could be both appealing and convinc- 
ing if he would only stay witJiin the boxmds of the fact and of justified opinion 
which was clearly stated as such --as had been emphatically shown during a 
recent speaking tour in Georgia, where he had been able to obtain some quite 
favorable press treatment even after expounding well soma of our very strong 
positions. This suited me fine, especially since despite all of his faults 
that I then knew about I still regarded Tim Heinan as a friend. And with 
Nick showing more sense about his own job, and about his relationship to those 
around him, than ever before, as well as far less apparent tendency to feel 
responsible for running the whole John Birch Society, we all began to liave high 
hopes that our problems with those two '^geniuses" were fading away. 

In which expectation, unfortunately, we were all entirely wrong. For on 
Friday, June 13, Tom Hill came to the conclusion that we simply had to drop 
Tim Heinan; for reasons stated in my printed letter of December 2 to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, so I shall not repeat them here. On Sunday, June 15, 
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Nick lit orally went: berserk over niattera that ho knew absolutely nothing about, 
and took every precaution he could to niako sure that nobody spoiled his pose 
and excitoinont by haviny a cJiance to toll him the truth. Without any checking 
w^ith anybody except tJio man whom lie was ''defending^' by such extraordinary 
measuree, he unleashed an attack on tlio Society, and on the very people (in- 
cluding myself) who Ji-id played the leadmg roles for more than fifteen years 
in b^iilding it up ^- despite everyLliing both the Ins id ers and various coattail 
riders could do to hurt us to its present position of very considerable in- 
fluence and tremendous educatioiiai effectiveness on behalf of the Americanist 
cause. 

And so, finally, on Tuesday, June 17, I heard directly from Tim Hainan, 
even though it was by telephone. He called me up in a most friendly mood (ac-- 
cording to all appearances) and we talked for half an hour* He wanted me to 
know, first, that despite being dropped from our Speakers Bureau, he was 
still a very dedicated member of The John Birch Society and intended to re- 
main one. In fact, since whatever new job he now got would undoubtedly keep 
him basically here at home throughout the year, one of hiB first projects was 
going to be to form a new chapter of the Society, in his coinmunity, with him- 
self as Chapter Lieader, I told him that sounded good. 

Also, and equally Important, he wanted me to realize that he liad nothing to 
do with Nick Bove's letter, load not seen it until just a little while before on that 
Tuesday afternoon, and did not approve of the letter in any respect or want to 
be blamed for it in any way, I asked him how he now happened to have a copy of 
the letter, and he replied that somebody in our offices had sent him a copy* 
Which accounted for him calling almost as soon as he received it and was shocked 
by it. He claimed to have no Idea of where Nick was then, but seemed to think 
that our trying to find hmi and straighten out his misunderstanding was a good 
idea. In fact Tim carried this whole attitude so far that a few days later, after 
Alan Stang and Jack McManus had been unable to get in touch with Nick and de- 
liver my friendly letter to him, Alan persuaded Tlixi to come into our offices (!) 
and write and sign a short letter of his own. As I remember it now, this letter 
supported the same theme that Tim had enunciated to me in his telephone call. 
Which letter I am sure Alan still has today, because by that time none of the 
rest of us believed that tliis disclaimer could be used for any advantage to any- 
body. 

A rather strange aspect of the telephone conversation was that Tim never 
brought up at all tlie reason why he had been fired, nor offered any rebuttal to 
it. I did ask him what he was going to do now, and he said he expected to get 
a job as a salei^man, I told him that 1 thought he ought to be able to make a 
good salesman, if he would work at it in tlie right way. Then, because I al- 
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ways have a softliea i-IxmI Hynipathy for anybody whoe^e faults have ^ui ihfifYi 
into troiible chie to my vor -prow cmiI. tTonficiousneti s of bo many n f i<i li.rinnrungfi 
of my own - - .1 told him that I would !>c ^lac] to help htm to ^ot any joli which 
I thouglit lie coidd handle it J could di> without telling anythinj^ but th(; truth* 
He tlia n k e d mo , a m] w o huti g tip on v tj r y C r U h xl 1 y i:e r m . 

Of course my reaction and responses on 'I'uesday afternoon ware ba/icd on 
my normal trait of putting Tim in the most favorable light permitted by all that 
1 personally knew about him up to that time, I did not believe his protons ion to 
innocence about his intercepting and pilfering somebody else's mail, and never 
did understand how Nick could allow himself to become ' ^partlcepn ctj^miniB ^' in 
so ungantlemanly an act. But I put that epitjode down to a difference in sense 
of values. And besides it had all taken place several months before. Also, 
while the sensational nonsense which Tim was whispering to members of our 
field staff in the weeks before our Chicago Dinner was pretty vicious stuEf^ so 
far it had not actually harmed anybody but Tim himself. And my optimism, 
about Tim having learned a lesson, got the better of my judgment, because 1 
have had the happy experience tivo or three times in my life of emulating the 
Bishop in the early pages of Les Miserables and seeing it produce very desir- 
able results, 

Tom Hill was however, as usual^ far more perceptive and better informed 
about Mr. Heinan than I had had any opportunity to become. He decided soon, 
and correctly, that we no longer wanted Mr* Heinan as a member of the Society, 
By this time we knew that he ftad lied to me and to otliers about having nothing 
to do with Nick's original letter, Wc had even learned about Nick^s three -hour 
long-distance conversation with him over Andy Lane's telephone. And, as 1 
recall it now, Nick^s seventeen -page printed letter of some two weeks later 
even confirmed that he had shown his first letter to Tim and had it approved 
before duplicating it for distribution. But none of that amounts to anything com- 
pared with some of what we learned about Tim's character and habits in the 
course of that investigation which Nick insisted on so empliatically, and which 
I made quite thoroughly about everybody involved. 

My softheartednes s in such matters, and my sense of restraint, will still 
not let me put any of that information In writing here or anywhere else, unless 
I am obliged to do so. But I can assure you that it made a sardonic joke out 
of Tim Heinan' s crying (as reported by Nick) over the sadness of having dis- 
covered that there had been an incident of amorous misbehavior by one man on 
the office staff of The Jolm Birch Society although he was the only man who 
had cavised ub any trouble of that kind in many years. And it makes even more 
of a siclcening tragedy out of the fact that Nick made himself such an impetuous 
of this much to be pitied but hypocritical actor, despite all of my warning to 
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Nick not to do so. 

II 

I have gone at some length into the above matters, including a small amount 
nj persona 3 history and sentiment, primarily to show you why the rest of this 
letter will not be so long as, nor at all the kind of, letter I originally intended 
to write you. For just as I was getting into it there came to mc a copy of 
Nick's letter of October 7 to Elaine Bechtel, of which he lias probably sent copied 
to ail members of our COUNCIL, I think it best, therefore, to let you know two 
things; The first is how 1 feel about being called a liar; and the second is that 
I am running out of patience, 

LrSt me call your attention to just one short paragraph in Nick's long letter 
to Elaine # It reads as follows* 

"Robert Welch should be thankful that I do not hold hixn fully responsible for 
his letter of September 2. Not all the writing was his --it was a group action 
encompassing the efforts of McManus, Hill, Mann, and a Moron I mean Mor- 
mon that just happens to be Handy, After careful examination we have found 
no less than seventy lies in its four short pages lies which l£ic_] I can as- 
sure you they will all be Jield accountable. '* 

Perhaps I should consider myself fortunate that this twenty -three years old 
arbiter and protector of all morality cundescenda fjo graciously to let me share 
with others the responsibility to him for my evil deeds. But unfortunately I 
cannot accept the escape maneuver which he offers me. It seems literally im- 
possible, I know, that he could ever be wrong about anything. But you should 
toll Nick tliat^ with my own little fountain pen, 1 personally wrote every word 
of the letter to which he refers, without even a minute of consultation with any- 
body. So he oup;ht to let the very able and honorable men, whom he names so 
contemptuously, completely off his hook in this instance and put all of the blame 
on me. Next, Nick does not say who the ^'we^^ are that have found no less than 
seventy ^'lies*' in my "four short pages,*' nor does he spell out a single one of 
the lies. But give hini tliis "correction, please," anyway- A lie is a conscious 
or intentional attempt to deceive. There were none in that Letter, I assure you, 
and there never is in anything that J write or say, A^d for the omission of a 
qualification, which I did not yet know about, in one description (having nothing 
to do with Nick), I am very sorry. For even when writing in haste I try hard 
to keep all minor or passing comments as accurate as 1 possibly can- 

Jt would be very easy indeed to answer every criticism in Nick's letter, and 
to point out why some of them do not make any sense at all, except for the time 
required to do so, and then to keep on doing the same thing indefinitely. Des- 
pite the incredible amount of work which needs to be done, to expose and op- 
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pose the Conspiracy, you and Nick seem to be devoting your lives to a ven- 
detta against The John Birch Society and inyself* While I have to devote all 
of mine that 1 possibly can to the needs and work and efi'ectivneias of this or- 
ganijsation* I could argue with Nick -- convincingly^ I believe^ even to him 

over every point Uiat he raises. And by giving him the benefit of more 
than fifty years of occasional experience with human frailties^ pluH the whale 
background in this particular case, I believe 1 could show that our method of 
handling the Chip Wood affair was not only the moat humane and Christian for 
the people involved^ but also the best in the long run for both the morals and 
the morale of the Society- His certainty that, as a yoxmg man just out of col- 
lege, he knew more about all the possible ramifications in such a situation 
than far older men, was on a par with his unwillingness to be guided by our 
far better knowledge of Tim Hei nan's confusing character. 

But I would be utterly unfaithful to the responsibilities of my own job if I 
should imdertake to bring Nick up to a satisfactory level of maturity in think- 
ijig about any of the problems of huanan Jife. For his letter to Klaine Bechtel 
makes me real is; e far more than ever before that he is remarkable for having 
no understanding of how little he tmder stands. It seems to me that he has been 
swept even further off balance by the heady excitement of showing how much 
damage he persunaUy, with your help, can do to The John Birch Society and 
me; and how important he can thereby make himself, no matter how much harm 
he does to the lives and careers of entirely innocent people in the process. And 
it is not a worthy ambition. 

Nick is still trying to maintain the pretense, especially to himself, of being 
impelled in his present course by a higii idealism. Which, I like to believe, in 
the very beginning of this whole episode, was at least a part of tlie motivating force 
behind his quixotic actions. But by the time of liis impetuous boasting that he 
had just begun to fight, that noble though utterly misguided sentiment was already 
being burled under the thrill he felt on casting himself in the beloved role of a 
David fighting some Goliath, Until, by the time he wrote this recent letter to 
Elaine Bechtel, he was letting himself become, far more than in the past, a pomp- 
ous, vain, overbearing, condescending, patronizing ^^sophomore, with a para- 
noidal imagination, whom it would be very easy to make appear ridiculous in 
the eyes of almost everybody who had ever heard his name before* 

In tho meant jirie I liad not: begun to fight at all, 1 had other work to do and 
other inclinations. Shice his whole destructive campaign began on June 16 I 
have issued only one statement about it, Tliat was the printed letter, dated Sep- 
f:omber 2, which T wrote specifically to be a!>le to read it at the COUNCII^ Meet-- 
ing in New York* It was purely defensive in nature. Contrary to what Nick may 
say, or even think, I dealt with his part in making such a statement necessary. 
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just as gingerly ajid with as much consideration for his feelings, as I possibly 
could ujider all nf the ci rcmii stances that he had created. And I hoped that 
this comparatively short t.^xplariation of what the fuss wae alJ about would cause 
the artificially generated storiti to titart fading away. 

But if absolutely necessary (which T hopo it will not be) I can fight, too. 
Goodness knows Niclc and many of his former friends, neighbors, girl friends 
in two states, and one-time associates in college and church and job, all on 
their own initiative have provided me with enough ammunition^ (He seems 
to have had an incredible knack for making enemies, mostly through his pose 
of superiority and holier-than-thou attitude, for many years. ) And I do not feel 
that I can simply sit still and permit these inordinately vicious diatribes to be 
circulated any longer. So we are suggesting that you call it off, and let all the 
noisy excitement that Nick loves disappear; that he go to work seriously at some 
job for which he is at present really suited, put his mind and his abilities into 
doing that job weJl, and grow up from a bumptious self -anointed prodigy into a 
level-headed and mature young man, still or again endowed inside with roman-* 
tically idealistic motives, but of great practical ability and with even greater 
promise for the future. 

We understand that Nick has now started in on the writing of a book to be 
called Inside The John Birch Society, For any benefit that lie might be willing 
to derive from our experience and our advice, let me point out that there have 
already been published some do/,im books of that nature. The fijrst one tliat we 
know about was by a reporter for a New York newspaper, by the name of Grove, 
I believe. And, strange to say, that particular book bore exactly that same 
title: Inside The John Birch Society , Despite our reluctance to go into court 
about anything, we brought a lawsuit against the publisher of that book a very 
sizable firm, incidentally, from whom as it so happens we have been buying 
many thousands of other books quite regularly ever since. But the direct result 
of our lawsuit was that they had to destroy a huge quantity of Inside The John 
Birch Socioty, pay all the costs of the suit, and pay us damages in cash for thoee 
they had sold^ while the author of the book suffered such a sf*tback in his reputa- 
tion and standing that so far as we know he has never even been heard of 
in the journalistic field again. 

The next example that we clearly and specifically remember although we 
are sure there were several in between was a book called Birching Was My 
Business . It was written by a young man, whose name I have now forgotten 
despite a later reminder which I shall come to in a minute who had served 
on our staff for a year or more as a Coordinator in Florida, Although also pub- 
lished by a well Itnown house, this book proved to be so obvious a manifestation, 
by a disgiMintled former employee, of unjustified disloyalty to his former em- 
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ployer^ that it was a complete flop. Wc do not know what the yoimg man did 
to earn his bread for the next several years. But we do know that about twelve 
months ago, with ardent claims of both repentance and currently better under- 
standing, he applied to us in a letter for employment by the Society as a writer 

ill some capacity. ^ I' • 

Please do not thinlc, however » that all of these literary attacks have been 
by relatively imknown writers. Such famous cartoonists and television stars 
as Walt Kelly (the creator of Pogo) and Ed Sullivan both turned out malignant 
little volumes against The John Birch Society, to such little avail that most of 
the public never even heard of these polemic ^'masterpieceB, And we have 
lost all count of how many whole volumes and part volimies, or how many films 
and films tripa, Messrs, Forster and Epatein of the Anti-Defamation League 
have produced in order to try to destroy or damage so effective an anti -Commu- 
nist organ ligation as The John Birch Society- Which caused extreme discomfort 
to himdreds of very courageous and patriotic Jewish members of the Society, 
and also helped to demonstrate how loyally pro -Communist was the Anti- Defama- 
tion League- But neitlier of these effects are goals which I believe would liavc 
any appeal to Nick or yourself. Nor does the whole literary project that Nick 
now has in mind seem to us, from the very extensive record of past endeavors, 
seem to offer any happy prospect of either fame or fortune, 

Let's glance next, Mrs, Bove, at your own present occupation, as reliably 
reported to me, of writing a literary diatribe against us for syndication or even 
freti distribution among nict i:npt>l itan ntiwspapers all over the country. It is to 
be about such an able and idealistic young man as your son, Nick, being taken 
into the employment of The John Birch Society, and tlius in a few months time 
despoiled of all his virtues. 1 am confident that the prospects of any ultimate 
results which would appeal to you are about the same as for the book Nick plans 
to write. But I sliall not go into the reasons why, partly because I have already 
spent too much titne on this whole project, and partly because any such exposi- 
tion should be utterly unnecessary if yuu really know your son. Some of his pre- 
posterous characteristics could be used with documentation^ and nume rous af- 
fidavits under oath for a refutation that wo\ild be so laughably but realistically 
convincing as to ensure wide readership. 

Not that I have any desire to employ such tactics, even in defense- Nor am 
1 issuing any kind of threat or ul thTiatiuTi, For I do not even know what course I 
should pursue, out of the six or seven that are available to us, if the continued 
actions of Nick and yourself compel me to prove that 1 too can fight, aggressively 
when circumstances require it. Let's hope tliat they will not; and that tlie whole 
disturbance Nick liaK produced can be allowed to pass away and be forgotten, 
while we are stiJl willing though now just baroiy willing to let it do so. 
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But one thing, Mrs, Bove^ out of two alternatives, seems absolutely certain 
if Nick stays on his present courea, with or without your uncouragament. (a) The 
John Birch Society fails to become strong enough in time to provide the decisive 
difference that would stop the Communists and their bosses from taking over 
nur cLiuntry. Dt which case Nick will certainly be widely blamed^ probably far 
more tlrnn he deserves, for our tragic failure. Or (b), we do grow strong enough 
to play a major role in routing the Conspiracy, and go on to become a powerful 
new farce In Jiititory for the buihiing nt" a l>eLI<M^ world. For which prtjspect Nick 
may presently have established a positive assurance that he will be remembered 
in that history as the Benedict Arnold of our cause. 

This letter is my last best effort, with all of the good will and patience that I 
have left in me for the purpose, to see that Nick does not have to face either pros- 
pect. And to arrange amicably that the Society no longer has to stand for his un- 
ceasing stream of malicious abuse. But we do mean what we say. So I hope that 
you and Nick will let me know, Mrs* Bove, whether you agree with our suggestioHi 
before we feel obliged to take any further steps. 



Sincerely, 




RW:cm 



Robert Welch 
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/our Inv'julrv, '^oncorniiir) the Septenujer^ ]970 issue ol" off^Uic- 
:tj ^ , ivii.; 4.-:^'^^ iVeJ r ^-'i^ ^'ire l^topefui th i the infomation 

jrth in tji.-i j icrtioranuUf will clariiy for you 'Jie poL^lMoi* 
o/ iti Lof:ir:3ty in rrjlation camients aade in that newslGitar 
: . ♦ ' ine^i by itOJrd tjdvis, Jr. 

f0 J ; as ul'^turn/^J t^nyoAf^ else aftoi re-idtnj 'hose conu^v3ntD 
ciOi* rniny Va*^ ;^ociety onu tha Society's Coordinatur and r^ajcr 
JOi ^Inator Cor Hew Lnnland. Still, however, v/e uould rxot bo 

juiii^ to tno troaL>le of 3cttxncj tlie record straight, except lor 
tiic! fact triat ru5'ri^, on at least two occasions in the past, 
Introuuced ir, navies ^tvi hlr^ rictiviLies co our entire meniieishi;^ • 
In l!)6t>, vre uiaue clear ia our July Bulletin tliat *lr, Davis surely 

*ad tlve couiraye u£ ins convii^tioiis in takinq the stand that he 

iid to oppoS'ri the trude cniKiucted vjfith Coiniuuiiis t countries by jh'A, 
\r\ our *-av i Jullotin, v;c recoiumended to our rni3Tabershi[> an 

irttclu ;!i . L^aviB v/rute and \i;tilch was entitli^d !;ood. Hay aovl 
*:tuLible". \t tiitit time wr^ provided our ..eml^ors v^/ith 'lis addresa 

are confident ti;at ah a n^sult^ tlie circulation of Iiis peri- 

diczii w'^'; iriri 'i^a^ied EicjTiif icantly , 

i ranklvr Lhen* ^^v! are just a little perturbed to f^ee -Ir. I'lavis r re- 
lenting tc- \\\t2 readers uxu viewB and opinions about an incident 
'-iTlvich occurred in early Ueceraber, 1969 — al:iiost one year a/./o. 

*ra disturtjr-!^ ;»*"irrrar "i 1y hecnast* at that tiine * and sui/Seauc^ntly , 
. t c \ixi^ t%}\ ib. i> ♦ 1 .1 ^ _ L .1 v.:in - to^ j ra o n -j n si. "2 ^ wi * ! laVf^ 

explained the :Jacts about this library situation to hivn, 

'\a lie ih^iku^ clfi;;r hi^ii^elf , luf w.;t3 rot pr^^iGent: at the f4eet,in«j '/itli 
uur Cooidinato.:, 'r jor ' fK)rdiiiator , jind the vanacor of the book- 
'itorfjp In Il\c*z^ ana acjain as Ire lias n;adv- el^^ar, he was cut of t'.'»wn 
or the rucotcA, then ^ '-ill recap v/hat tooJ place oiinply becauf^o 
/ou have /is3:ed to do so or have indicated uoncarn over ynu 
Yave read in of f-tl^e-cuff . 

ijavis iseintions that m l^fi*?, ^^witli tiie lielp of several patriots 
I opened the laojest /^..ericaii Opinion library in :;ew Lncland at the 
liiHC,^ ' , f?t*rtainlv • i ;\vi:^ wan veiy ]\elpiul in developin^t the 
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plrii-s for the library. Yet we think j t i r.uitc- important, and 
especiallv" ir* Ugiit of sul>5eqi:ieDt events , to lucike clear tliat omi 
pecivon wa3 alniost totally resipon.9ii le for the luiancial bacfvin.j of 
t'ie liuzary at tiie time it was founded an-.: throunliout j tf:v entire 
eve rat lor*, 

And t}\a.t financial backing included the SfraLl Bdlary proviuiHi the 
Man3']er of che outlot. :jitJiout tlie generous financial support of 
ti.is individu^il, it is quite correct ^.o cay UiBt tnero v^ould l;ave 
oci lii>rary at ill* It v^^as concern expressed trir; imJiviuual 

auii ^1. relation to the snail voluirie uf Luc^lne^B transacted i«ont*ilv 
b'y ^'le r^^tore, wv.iali was responsible in f^art for our £?taif n^eiihtiiri^ 
1 Kil \,n*j .urr? losely at the j.iicturi^, {^ie need ^?ninhas^i7e =it kIh^ 
ol 4>ui: : ^cui^sion that. Uii?; concexr: by Liie coiiCxxLu tcr \-\,3 
res Bed only after consi Jeral:jle expenditure of funds and over 
tui*;e ^1 lengthy period of 'rinie*) 

vt.« lad recei./3il several complaints from jood i,^ejiil>crs of tne r^ocirty 
,^ 'J v^^ere also concerned aLout tlie lack of pronress of tht^ rutlet 

J ^/liG felt i:hat tiiis war^ Uue in part to the fact tiiat the ritcre 
i^ju l'ecou*e not only a center for rali-^i.ous education^ uut fil^^o* 
a distribution '^^toint fox certain riaterial^; with which tiiey w.vnt-c 
notniny lo do uath nor witJi ivhich tiie SoCiOUy wanted any connecti^m 
wnat^oever, i'ho situation had indend re«*jrhed a point VJher^^ -a 
nuiiiber of our ter.Lbers would not patronise tl>e outlet* a his t^^an 
also under Gtandajjle in ligiit of tJie fact that in a few mstancri-i, 
their offers at Muprort in ttie past had ^ ^^en outriq.itly rei'useil 
and because their religious convictions wc-re '.lif f ^-^rent than tlujSi^ 
of the very outspoken nanager. 

It was on JecenUjer 1969, when our uoor -dnator and ' aioi Coor - 
";;inator niet witli tjie Manager, The purpcnvr! of tl^e-ir visit iva.'^ to 
c'incu3i3 tiie ieclj.nin«j business of the store nnd tno^>e complaint.^ 
referred to a:iove. The flanagex agreed tr at the bus Inc^fsis had ie^ 
dined badly and olanied it all on the :h&iv:ieTs of Uie Society vhn 
"vere taalino to use the outlet, ;/heii \r , Oln,^r, '^ur iiajor Coot- 

• i i:i'Vtor , .^^en t i oned th a-t he had r BCei vc-d * • d .jI nr.ii aliou t t 'v* 

• U^nager ^ ^j^jage {ti; i art; of the ouL^^it *or tha /..i-pix t-* i^i proiuii-. ^ 

ting his religious views with custoiners, tJ>e ^.ir-ager utmie^i anv 
./e.^pon2ibility and suggeoted thai theia iv.-is a cjn/.piracy 

hiiiu 

Lot lis take a ^tomc^nt here to explciin thar the ft^cietiy has vithia its 
ranks, u.Gi.iber^^ front all ^;/alks of Itf*. anti './it>i *.lffiirent i_ jcr. j roiuidn 
ajid relioious convictionD- in '*he BVua Li>ok oi tiife Society i:r. 
Welch stated the lolloi^/inu , *Far f ro:i; roundiny i religion, vt* .>re 
.-Affrely wirging rrotestants, Catholics, Jevs or Jicslens ta be batter 
r i.'i ti ans ^ better Jews, or better .'o^^leii^-i , in □ccordance with th>^ 
dee pe n t and 'vio s t 1 1 uiri an i t a r i a n p r oir [ > t i s their ow n r p 1 i ^ j i o u g 
beliefs. i^nu we iire siiiif ly trying to di, n^*? a circle of taith ir< 
wOd's power and [urpoae, which is hrc^a«i uid incluriivei enough to 
"ake cam Man ' rpecifie ^:utl^ into i.^at i role witliOut viol ^it ion. 
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It just so happens that our Major Coordinator r Mr, Ober^ is himself 
a very devout fundamentalist Christian and the person ^ incidentally, 
who was responsible for suggesting to Mr* Welch that he mention in 
the Bulletin of the Society that article by Mr. Davis entitled, 
"Wood^ Hay and Stubble"* The ridiculousness of the charge that Mr^ 
Ober or Mr« Todd stated tliat "so long as we held an American 
Opinion franchise, he (manager) would not be permitted to talk 
about Christ" in the store, is incredible in every way* And we 
certainly have taken the time to explain this fact to Mr, Davis ^ 
who again, was not present at the meeting* 

For the record, our Coordinator and/or our Major Coordinator, both 
of whom have been associated with tlie Society for many years, and 
who undsratand Society policy as vjell as anyone on our staff, did 
not make the statement attributed to them by Mr* Davis in his most 
recifent newsletter* And we would suggest to him, as sincerely as 
we know how, that he check his facts more ttioroughly in the future^ 
To say what he has said in print, almost a full ye ar af ter the 
inc i dent , does nothing to help strengthen the Americanist movemant. 

A© to the closing of the library, Mr* Davis has neglected to infoou 
hie readers of the fact that the store had been doing poorly and 
that even the Manager agreed to this * And as to the Society 

grinding to a halt" because of the closing of the store, it is 
quite obvious, once ag^in, that Mr. Davis is not familiar with the 
activities and the growth of the Society over the last year. 

We do not understand what prompted J^ir* Davis' comments at this 
time* We certainly do not intend to pursue this matter other than 
to issue this meRvorandum to those members of the Society who might 
inquire as a result of reading the remarks by him. 

Sincerely, 

The Home Office 



